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Talley Abbey, located in the village of Talley, Carmarthenshire, was founded between the years 1184 and 1189 CE as a monastery of the Premonstratensian Order[footnoteRef:1]. It is centrally located between four other monastic houses founded by Rhys ap Grufudd, prince of Deheubarth. The Premonstratensian Order was founded in Prémontré, modern day France, by Saint Norbert of Xanten in 1120. The Premonstratensians followed the Rule of St. Augustine, an eight-chapter guide to religious life written c. 400 CE, as opposed to the Rule of St. Benedict[footnoteRef:2], which was followed by the preeminent Cistercians in Wales at the time. Monastic orders are followers of Christianity, specifically the Roman Catholic Church in the period which Talley Abbey was founded, who form subgroups to live a pious life dedicated to their faith and worship, dictated by the rules they follow. The largest theological families which monastic orders follow were, at the time, the Augustinian and Benedictine doctrines. To be a member of a monastic order showed piety, humility and servitude, being an equal among the other monks in your monastery or abbey and living a humble life of poverty and chastity. Being an Augustinian order, the Premonstratensians were instructed to life a fraternal, chaste lifestyle, with specific instruction to fast or abstain from overeating and to “avoid quarrels altogether or else put an end to them as quickly as possible”[footnoteRef:3].

Talley Abbey’s founder was Rhys ap Grufudd, commonly known as the Lord Rhys, who was at the time the leader of the kingdom of Deheubarth. Lord Rhys was a supporter of many abbeys in his kingdom. He was the patron of Whitland and Strata Florida abbeys as well as the priory of Llandovery, while also supporting Cardigan Priory, and founding a Cistercian nunnery in Llanllŷr alongside Talley Abbey[footnoteRef:4]. Of these, Talley Abbey is the only Premonstratensian abbey, with the others being either Cistercian or Benedictine. Lord Rhys being a benefactor to three monastic orders indicates that he was a man of devout faith and piety, who wished to proselytise Christianity across his kingdom, with seemingly no ideological conflict within the church being considered, given he founded both Augustine and Benedictine abbeys. At the time of their founding, Deheubarth was at peace with the kingdom of England, with Lord Rhys having ceased conflict against King Henry II in 1171[footnoteRef:5]. However, fighting continued in 1189 upon the death of King Henry II[footnoteRef:6]. The continuation of this conflict may hint at part of the reason Lord Rhys was so charitable to the foundation of abbeys and other religious houses. With two Christian kingdoms fighting against each other, a performance of piety and benefaction to various monastic orders would influence some within the church, at both the lowest level of the faithful and the highest level of religious authorities, to support Lord Rhys and Deheubarth over the kings of England when conflict would begin again. Having support from Benedictine, Cistercian and Premonstratensian orders would ensure that Lord Rhys’ support from the church would not be ideologically limited. Talley Abbey’s central location between the other abbeys which Rhys supported would have allowed the abbey to easily communicate with and trade with the other abbeys, while its slightly eastern location also meant that it was closer to the English border than the abbeys in Cardigan, Llanllŷr and Whitland, so monks living there would receive news of conflict and be able to notify the other houses quickly, and escape if necessary. [1:  Monastic Wales, Talley (Abbey), (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/site/51> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [2:  Krijn Pansers and others, A Companion to Medieval Rules and Customaries. (Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2020), p. 193. <https://brill-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/edcollbook/title/33632> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [3:  Augustine of Hippo (tr. John Pejza), The Rule of St. Augustine (c. 400 CE). <https://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/augustine/ruleaug.html> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [4:  Monastic Wales, Rhys ap Gruffudd, prince of Deheubarth (the Lord Rhys; Yr Arglwydd Rhys), (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/person/23> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [5:  ibid.]  [6:  ibid.] 

The history of Talley Abbey is one of hardship, conflict and colonialism. Shortly after its foundation, the Premonstratensians faced ideological conflict, with the Cistercian Abbot Peter of Whitland trying to seize the estates of Talley Abbey for his own monastic house over a nine-year period[footnoteRef:7]. Being the only Premonstratensian abbey in Deheubarth, Talley Abbey was at risk of being overwhelmed by the surrounding Cistercian and Benedictine influence, with no other Premonstratensians to support them. For a 75-year period after this, however, there was minimal ideological conflict at Talley Abbey, with the abbey receiving support of the people of Wales as well as patronage from its princes. In 1271, Prince Rhys Fychan ap Rhys Mechyll was buried at Talley Abbey[footnoteRef:8]; the burial of a Prince of Deheubarth at the abbey indicates its significance to the kingdom at the time. Six years later, King Edward I of England invaded Wales, immediately targeting the close to England and heavily supported by the Welsh Talley Abbey. By 1278, it had been seized by the English forces and taken into royal custody[footnoteRef:9]. This can be seen as an active attempt to Anglicise Wales as an abbey supported by the leaders of Deheubarth for generations being taken under the English crown and made subject to the English Welbeck Abbey[footnoteRef:10] would emphasise the cultural rule of King Edward I over the Welsh. [7:  Monastic Wales, 1193x1202: Problems, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/479> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [8:  Monastic Wales, 1271: Burial, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/229> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [9:  Monastic Wales, 1278: Custody, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/230> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [10:  Monastic Wales, 1285: Paternity, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/502> [accessed 16 November 2025]] 


In 1287, Rhys ap Maredudd, Prince of Deheubarth and a direct descendant of Lord Rhys, revolted against King Edward I while he was attending matters in Gascony. This rebellion would continue for five years until Rhys ap Maredudd was captured in York[footnoteRef:11]. In 1291, during this rebellion, Talley Abbey was supported by Rhys ap Maredudd[footnoteRef:12], while simultaneously being targeted again by Edward I, who attempted to replace its Welsh canons with English ones[footnoteRef:13]. Its patronage by a rebel prince is indicative that Talley Abbey still held immense importance to Deheubarth and the surrounding Welsh people, and Edward I’s attempts to remove the Welsh element are an active response to rebellion. Talley Abbey can be seen as a microcosm of this larger conflict. Following the execution of Rhys ap Maredudd and the colonial capture of Wales by the English kingdoms, Talley Abbey continued to operate. By 1535, it had continued, though the Valor Ecclesiasticus, a survey of the finances of the churches of England and Wales, found it had a yearly income of only £136[footnoteRef:14]. While with other churches, the Valor Ecclesiasticus was of dubious truthfulness, there is reason to believe that Talley Abbey was operating on such modest means; it had been called into royal protection three times due to poverty and negligence[footnoteRef:15]. As it had an income of under £200, Talley Abbey was dissolved by King Henry VIII, and its lands were taken by the Crown[footnoteRef:16]. The final blow of English colonial rule, thus, was closing the only Premonstratensian abbey in Wales and its holdings becoming those of the king himself. [11:  Monastic Wales, Rhys ap Maredudd, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/person/99> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [12:  Monastic Wales, 1291: Patronage, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/503> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [13:  Monastic Wales, 1291: Visitation, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/233> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [14:  Monastic Wales, c. 1535: Wealth, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/480> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [15:  Monastic Wales, 1430 (30 May): Royal protection, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/506> [accessed 16 November 2025]]  [16:  Monastic Wales, 1536: Dissolution, (c. 2025). <https://monasticwales.org/event/227> [accessed 16 November 2025]] 
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