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Global Perspectives in Education

Throughout the following Essay the reader will learn about Global Education and all the current barriers that prevent children from different parts of the worlds from having a fair and equal opportunity to engage in education. As a Welsh person who has worked within education in Wales for the past decade I will be able to provide a comparison on how the situation for children learning here in Wales is vastly different to another country. The country that I will be comparing to Wales will be Kenya, Africa.
‘A global perspective is the capacity and predisposition for a person to think with complexity taking into account multiple perspectives, to form a unique sense of self that is value based and authentic, and to relate to others with respect and openness especially with those who are not like her…. [With a] sense of people, nation, and world beyond themselves’ (Fine, McNamara, 2011: p. 259).
Currently the world we live in still has a crisis when it comes to Universal Education. Even though we have sports stars such as football players on the most extortionate salaries, we have billionaire businesses investing their wealth into travelling to mars, we have corrupt governments looking after themselves the world still has major problems in starvation, homelessness, poverty, child abuse, sexual abuse yet we never seem to be able to tackle and manage these much severe and more important factors.  When it comes to the rights of a child and the child’s right to an education you would believe that the world leaders of today could easily tackle this situation. In recent years there has been a huge positive trajectory in terms of Children gaining an equal and fair education. Since 2000 there has been 84 million fewer out of school children and adolescents across the world. There has been approximately 2/3rds more children that are now are enrolled in pre-primary education. Since this the child mortality rate has dropped by 50% with Global Malnutrition falling from 40% in 1990 to 24% in 2013 as well as strong movement for greater gender parity. In most recent years there has also been an enormous movement in accepting all races, religions and beliefs however this is still a massive amount of the population who have yet to become more diverse in this sense. Something I believe comes down to the individual’s upbringing, knowledge and Education of other ethnic people. So what is holding Education for all back? Even though a large amount of issues are becoming tackled each day and with Education opportunities growing it still hasn’t equally been met for all countries. There many underlying factors affecting the young individuals of our world and many factors preventing them for a fair opportunity. For example, the gender of the child. Sadly, females are still treated massively unfairly across the world and are not given the equal opportunities that males are provided with. There is also Child Exploitation, children in poorer countries are still required to work for their families to try and provide a better income, Children are also exposed to sexual assaults and abuse especially when they are not attending any form of education that can recognise and protect the individuals. The biggest factor the reader will acknowledge later on in this essay on the comparisons between Wales and Kenya comes down to Poverty. Poverty is one of the biggest barriers in Kenyan and possibly the most contributing factor across the whole world. Alongside Poverty there is also the Funding and infrastructure aspect. Here in Wales we are blessed with Funding, Grants and sponsorships providing individuals with Higher Education and a better qualifications to advance their career. This however is not the case for all countries across the World. 
Emmanuel Ayodeji Ekundayo wrote a fantastic and very interesting article on how gender inequality affects the futures of the female children within Africa. He believes that the affected opportunity of an education for girls is due to the African culture. The biggest influential factor is an early marriage of a young girls. Teenage girls are being given out in marriage as soon as they enter puberty stage. According to (Plan International, 2019) 12 million girls are married before the age 0f 18 and by 2030 if drastic measures are not taken; there would be over 150 million child brides. So, why is the African Culture so driven towards girls marrying young? And how does this play an effect on the girl’s education? Well Ekundayo explains that the parents of the child use the selling of their daughter to become enriched and move out of poverty, another reason is that many religious beliefs in Africa believe in Marriage Betrothed so the girl when born gets betrothed to a man which allows her family and the opposing family to gain closer bonds and to potentials create better futures. In these circumstances the girl has no rights to resent the marriage even if she was to love someone else. The girls education at this point has no importance as far as the husband to be or both sets of parents are concerned. Her duty in their eyes is to now become pregnant and grow babies to provide more income. This vicious cycle deprives the girl of fair opportunities, a childhood, her rights and quite frankly her freedom. (Ekundayo, 2019) 
Most would assume that a Child having an Education such as having access to a school is a vital part of each child’s future and an extremely important factor in enabling the child to develop and grow. However, there are many underlying factors and barriers within our world that prevents children from having these opportunities. Thankfully back in 1989, the United Nations set out to develop a convention on children (All individuals under the age of 18) with the sole purpose to protect them and allow them to have a voice. The world leaders wanted to ensure that the world recognized that the children have human rights too. (UN, 1989)
The convention sets out these rights in 54 articles. It spells out the basic human rights that children everywhere have: the right to survival; to develop to the fullest; to protection from harmful influences, abuse and exploitation; and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life.
The most important Article as far as Global Education is concerned was ARTICLE 28. ‘I have the right to an education.’ Article 28 of the UNCRC states ‘that all children and young people have the right to education no matter who they are.’ (Article 28 - I have the right to an education - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, 2021)
Following this movement from the United Nations every child from every nation that signed an agreement to the United Nations should have the opportunity to an equal and fair Education. So why don’t they?
Here in Wales some adults and children take education for granted. This is because everyone is entitled to it, there is always a school locally to where you live and for me the biggest factor of all is that it is free. Therefore I believe it is extremely important for our children here in Wales to be educated on their own human rights but also educated on situations and also educated other children living in different areas around the world. Oxfam Education backed my beliefs on this in 2014 by stating ‘Education for global citizenship helps enable young people to develop the core competencies which allow them to actively engage with the world, and help to make it a more just and sustainable place’ (Oxfam Education, 2014).
If a small nation like Wales can manage to provide free education right across the country whilst making it compulsory for all children from the age of five to attend school then why can’t others?
There are currently 195 countries across our world and as of 15 February 2021, and every nation are party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child, 1989 except the United States. So, in reality the whole world should be providing the opportunity to an education for all their native children. As mentioned in the opening paragraph I have picked out Kenya as the country to compare to Wales.
I have chosen Kenya as it is vastly different in terms of population, Land mass, Cultures, Health systems as well as their Natural Environments.  Kenya is located in the Eastern side of the African continent. Kenya is a vastly greater country in terms of size and population when compared to Wales with a population of 52.57 million people. That’s nearly 17 times the size of the welsh population (3.136 Million). According to the (World bank report, 2013) the economy in Kenya is currently the largest and most developed in Eastern and central Africa 36.1% of its population lives below the international poverty line. So with Poverty at such a high number are Children’s Education opportunities getting affected because of this? Well with poverty proving such a huge barrier in Kenya and about 75% of the population relying on agriculture to make a living according to (Project, 2021) children are required to stay home with their families and rather than gain an education they instead work and earn as much money to help provide for their family. Kenya provided a massive breakthrough in 2003 where they were massively praised for taking a big risk on their economy and country as a whole by introducing free schools for all. This was followed by allowing secondary education to become free in 2008. The Kenyan population seen this as a huge positive as families would no longer have to spend their hard earned money on their children’s education and now were gaining greater educated children amongst their families for free, which could potentially give the families greater futures. So, Kenya had introduce the free primary school education, in line with one of the Millennium Development Goals. Which everyone would assume was a massive step forward in equal and fairer opportunities for the young children of Kenya. However, massive consequences would occur. The free Education resulted in the school roll almost tripling within that academic year. Even though reading this seems like such a massive positive in terms of opportunity for children as schooling was not feasible for a large amount of the Kenyan families for such a long time. The Kenyan Education system did not have enough space, facilities or teaching staff to fulfil the demand of newly enrolled children. So classrooms would have around 120 pupils in each room with 5 or 6 children sitting around one desk. This overcrowding becoming dangerous and as for the education being provided well it is not efficient enough as this is not a quality platform to be able to learn.
Hon. Prof Jacob Kaimenyi Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Education Science and Technology between 2013-2015 stated that in the poorer areas, like Kibera, the government schools are vital in the effort to raise education standards. He quoted that "We all believe that education is key, it's an equaliser and a basic human right," So the Education aims and opportunities were at the forefront of Kenyas future and now millions of children were able to attend school. Kenya declared it compulsory for all children at the age of 6 to begin and attend school which would last until 17. Statistically Kenya’s numbers have risen very positively however they do still rank 13th of the most children out of school with a total of 1.09 million young children receiving no education. However this number has decreased greatly from 1999 where there were 1.95 million out of education. 
So how does Kenya compare to Wales? Well Wales has a compulsory age of 5 when starting school. This being a year earlier than Kenya. According to the Welsh Governments Statistics on Education Wales currently has 1,330 primary schools and 207 secondary schools totalling up to hold approximately 455,808 pupils with over 23,000 qualified, professional teachers. With only 1225 children educated out of school education, Wales has a very successful system in place. Majority of schools/classrooms hold a maximum of 30 children per class with a teaching assistant on hand to support the teacher and the children’s learning. This is in total contrast to Kenyas system where some classrooms as stated earlier have over 120 pupils crammed into a small room being taught by just the teacher alone. Through the opportunistic curriculum the Welsh Government set out to create children in Wales have many opportunities to visit incredible places across the country to enhance their knowledge and learning as well as having an enormous amount of technology based within the school to again enhance the school learning. Technology such as I-pads, laptops, computers, projectors and so much more digital technology has been funded and provided right throughout Wales. This is vastly different to Kenya whose Government don’t have enough in their Education Budget to provide such things. However things have began to change since 2014.
In 2014, KENET launched the Schools Connectivity Initiative (SCI) to coordinate the various commercial, educational and government organizations that were interested and willing to provide Internet access and promote the use of ICT in Kenyan schools. KENET signed a partnership agreement with the Wananchi Group Limited (WGL) and the Nairobi County Government to connect 240 Nairobi County Schools to Internet using the Wananchi home fiber infrastructure. 
(Schools Connectivity Initiative | KENET Schools Connectivity Initiative, 2021)

To conclude the essay I would like to say how grateful and lucky I am that I was born and raised in a country and society where equality and opportunity are at the forefront of our principles as a nation. Sadly, as we have learnt there will forever be challenging factors across the world from starvation, Homelessness, Racism, exploitation, gender inequality and many more. However, I do believe that we now live in much more diverse world to that of even 20 years previous and Education plays a monumental factor in a child’s life especially when it comes to educating our children on these massive factors and barriers that the world holds. I feel that right now is the time that countries from all across the world come together and arrange an agreement to make all public schools free. I do not believe that a child being born into the world should suffer and not be awarded an opportunity to become educated, to learn, grow and meet other children and people due to their family background, financial situation or the nation that they live in. I also believe that we are at a stage now where we can celebrate everyone’s gender and identity as well as everyone’s sexual orientation and embrace our differences to again make the world a better place. It is fantastic to see the children of Kenyan being provided with an opportunity however more must be done there as it should across the rest of the world. Numerous children have died in Kenyan schools due to them being overcrowded. To even imagine that happening here in Wales would be frightfully disturbing and totally inexcusable. Financial Funding across the world has to become one of the main focuses as it is the greatest barrier to prevent the dangerous circumstances and to prevent the lack of opportunity. Right now in Wales the Educational system itself is changing in terms of how the curriculum works and provides the best opportunities for our future generation. This including Rights Respecting Schools being at the forefront as we move forward. The Welsh free school meals system is one of the biggest positives in the last ten years and has provided all low income families with the food sources they require to say fit, healthy and well. If Kenya could manage to adapt a system like this where they provide even one free meal or snack to these who desperately need it, it would have an enormous impact on their malnutrition dilemmas.
When speaking of the gender inequality around the world, I acknowledge and understand that various religions and cultures stature men as their dominant predator if you like. However this does not and should not justify women, girls or any female in this matter from being treated in harsh and awful manners. In my opinion every individual should be entitled to an equal opportunity and SHOULD NEVER have their freedom or rights removed from them. Yes, I believe in parenting and parents being in control of their Childs upbringing but when it determines the Childs life this I find unacceptable. As, we continue to move forward I hope and would love to see (especially in male dominated countries, such as Kenya) to stop and prevent these abusive traits and to provide parity for all. I believe Kenya should change their compulsory starting age to much earlier in the child’s life. An education of a young age can then result in all the children ‘hopefully’ becoming more protected through the school system and social services or agencies that are in place. I also believe Kenya and other countries in the same situation should spend more money on child protection agencies as well as provide education centres for all of Kenya to allow them to understand how the treating of a girl can affect and destroy the individuals life but also that if she was given a fairer chance to learn and grow she would gain a better chance to get herself and her family out of poverty.
Again the vast amount of our issues come down to money and the funding required to overcome the barriers that are currently in place. I believe even though Kenya is a lifetime behind Wales in terms of children’s opportunities and education it is starting to move in the correct direction. The most vital piece of technology that the Kenyan schools require is to have access the internet. If it was viable to raise money in order to provide internet in each school in Kenya then that would allow the children access to so much more. Lastly, I feel they should massively increase the opportunities to become a teacher as the demand there is greater than ever. Alongside this I believe they should build many more schools to meet the capacity demands of pupils to school ratio that are currently hugely overcrowded. This would provide safety and a more efficient education. I also feel that their government should work in coherent with ours so that they can develop their system but also help us improve and make changes to ours. 
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