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	Target Based On Previous Assignment
	How Have I Implemented This Target?

	To introduce more criticality within your response by synthesising literature and outcomes by including counter arguments as well as supportive views.
	Within this assignment I have attempted to use counter arguments within my work through discussing positives and negatives of cross curricular learning and providing research to back up these points.

	Engage with an even wider range of literature and double-check your referencing technique for accuracy.
	Within this assignment I used paragraph numbers to coincide for websites that did not include a date. I also used a range of different websites to complete this assignment. 

	Consider using a range of shorter paragraphs


	Within this assignment I broke up the main body into sections based on the specification. 

	
	




ECAD4014
Demonstrate how cross curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and enhanced provision material

[bookmark: _Int_tlyU7gtV][bookmark: _Int_CMHCuxAP][bookmark: _Int_3iPGeEVJ][bookmark: _Int_TucmkwCD][bookmark: _Int_t3GiXQCE][bookmark: _Int_7Al6U0ul][bookmark: _Int_GaRsbTix]Schools throughout Wales began implementing The New Curriculum for Wales in September 2022. Within the new curriculum there are six areas of learning, also known as AOLE’s. The six AOLE’s are expressive arts, science and technology, maths and numeracy, language, literacy and communication, health and wellbeing and humanities. The New Curriculum for Wales cross curricular framework explains that literacy, numeracy, and digital competency are all essential cross curricular skills that should be integrated within lessons (Welsh Government, 2021). Although these areas of learning are essential to provide learning experiences in, cross curricular education and lessons can extend throughout each of the 6 AOLE’s. Cross curricular learning allows children to incorporate all aspects of development within their learning (Barnes.J , 2015). Within my school enrichment setting, I have observed several cross curricular activities and provision settings where there are cross curricular resources available for children. The setting provides several opportunities for cross curricular learning, encouraging the use of digital competency throughout the classroom to access language, literacy and communication and maths and numeracy materials. This encourages children to develop skills digitally, whilst completing tasks using educational resources independently. Children have access to iPads to complete these activities when in the enhanced provision area. (Welsh Government, 2018) suggests that children learning how to be digitally independent is beneficial to their problem solving skills and will allow children to acquire the knowledge to be digitally competent in the future. My school enrichment setting also provides several opportunities for children to use their cross curricular knowledge whilst completing tasks outdoors. The setting encourages several maths, numeracy, and literacy lessons to take place outdoors. (Learning Through Landscape, N.D) suggests that outdoor learning can widely improve children's wellbeing and development, whilst creating more inclusive learning opportunities. Learning outdoors and completing an academic lesson creates a cross curricular experience for children based on health and wellbeing and the academic subject applicable. For example, I have recently observed an outdoor learning activity surrounding  mathematics. The children were asked to collect sticks, leaves, stones and other outdoor materials and organise them into groups. The children were then asked to count the materials, therefore implementing the lesson's numeracy aspect. Although there are several opportunities for cross curricular learning, teachers throughout Wales face difficulties when incorporating time to plan cross curricular lessons within their working week (Nrich, N.D). (Nrich, N.D) also suggests that a difficulty when teaching cross curricular is ensuring access to the correct space and resources when in a large school. I have not observed this as a challenge for class teachers as they are aware of the timetable that areas are available to use, however whilst preparing for my PTE experience, this suggests that I need to be prepared and organised as I enter cross curricular lesson planning. This is due to the school that I will be completing my PTE in being a large school. 
[bookmark: _Int_KqfFecOd]Within the new curriculum, there are several frameworks for staff to refer to when planning lessons surrounding different areas of learning. The literacy, numeracy and digital competency framework applies to learners across the primary age range, including children at the Foundation Learning age. The Welsh Government made the digital competency framework available to schools in September 2016, to access for use in their provision settings (Welsh Government, 2018). The framework guides teachers and headteachers on how to conduct and teach digital competency within their school curriculum. The framework encourages children to gain knowledge they can take further in their lives. For example, the (Welsh Government, 2018), within the digital competency framework guidance, state that it focuses on providing children with “transferable knowledge” that they are able to move forward and use in “the world of work”. The Digital Competency Framework created by the Welsh Government explains that there are four strands within the digital competency framework for Foundation Learners to be educated on in school. These strands are citizenship, interacting and collaborating, producing and data and computational thinking (Welsh Government, 2022). Within the four strands, each has five progression steps that learners should work towards as they progress through education. The digital competency framework also allows for several cross curricular opportunities to take place within in classroom, encouraging teachers to plan lessons contingent to two or more of the areas of learning and experience. The literacy framework within the new curriculum is also based on four strands, each strand containing five progression steps for learners to work towards. The strands within the literacy framework are speaking, listening, reading, and writing (Welsh Government, 2020). The Welsh Government introduced literacy and numeracy programmes and the framework for literacy in 2013 aiming to benefit children's skills within the learning area (Senedd, 2021). The literacy framework applies to learners accross the primary age range including those students within Foundation Learning settings. The literacy framework opens several doors for cross curricular opportunities to be used throughout the classroom. (Senedd, 2021), also describe the literacy framework as a “statutory” skill throughout cross curricular subjects. The numeracy framework for Wales also holds four strands and five progression steps within each strand. (Central South Consortium Joint Education Service, Slide.16) explain that cross curricular skills using numeracy are mandatory to the primary age range to encourage skill and new knowledge. The framework also applies to learners within the primary age range including those in Foundation Learning environment. 
[bookmark: _Int_kEHMqSlr]Although it is important to ensure children engage in a wide range of cross-curricular activities, it is essential that there is access to the required resources and planning time to create engaging activities. (Santos.D, 2022) explains that when planning for cross curricular learning it is important to think about “the thinking process required to engage learning”. (Santos. D, 2022) also suggests that prior to planning or engaging your students within cross curricular learning, it is pivotal to contemplate the “level of learning” that you wish to take place. During my school enrichment experience, I have observed several cross curricular activities that have taken place throughout the Foundation Learning setting. Prior to conducting my research utilizing Denise Santos’ report of how to create engaging cross curricular activities and my experience when on school enrichment, I understand that utilizing school resources and taking the opportunity to create activities within the school environment is important when planning for such lessons. There are several opportunities to create engaging cross curricular activities using resources available within schools. (Vacciana. A, 2023) suggests that incorporating cross curricular learning outdoors has many benefits, including providing children with essential vitamin D and allowing children to have “a break from their normal routine in the classroom”. Outdoor learning can also create the opportunity to provide an academic experience, whilst incorporating the health and wellbeing area of learning (Vacciana. A, 2023). However, consideration must be taken as some settings based in deprived areas may not possess the adequate budget or school grounds to provide children with these learning opportunities. Many schools and Foundation Learning settings will also provide students with the opportunities to attend school trips and attend local activities within school hours. Parents are often asked to contribute towards these opportunities. These experiences can provide children with many elements of cross curricular activities. When reflecting on my experience of attending school trips in a previous Foundation Learning setting, I understand that they often provide cross-curricular learning within the essential learning areas and widely contain wider areas of learning and experience. Although education through school trips is available to most schools, parents or guardians may not be able to afford to contribute towards them. (Childlawadvice, Para.4) explain that although schools are allowed to request contributions from parents or guardians of students, settings must not demand payment or pressurise for contributions and that schools should inform parents of the policy in place if they are unable to afford the experience. Children that have additional learning needs may also face challenges when taking part in cross curricular experiences. Some of these challenges may include a change in common routine or a change of educational setting. (NHS Lanarkshire, Para.3) explains that children with additional learning needs may face challenges when a change in routine or environment is necessary, due to the unknown of what may be expected from them. 
I understand that cross curricular learning is based on three compulsory areas of learning which are maths and numeracy, language, literacy and communication and digital competency although, it is widely encouraged throughout each of the six areas of learning and experience. After my experience through previous job roles, bridging and school enrichment, I feel that I have had an enriching experience and a wide range of opportunities to observe cross curricular learning within the primary age range, primarily within Foundation Learning settings. Lessons I have observed throughout my experience within the Foundation Learning environment, have allowed me to understand the necessity for cross curricular learning to take place, beginning in the primary age range. I have observed activities whereby cross-curricular learning has provided students with authentic learning experiences, enabling them to use the skills they have learnt in the real world. These experiences range from education inside the classroom, outside of the classroom or off school premises. (Johnson.B, 2014) explains that when children are taking part in cross curricular activities that provide authentic experiences, they are more able to process the information that they are being taught or developing independently. Although the benefits of cross curricular learning have been widely visible in lessons that I have observed, I have also witnessed and understand the challenges that coincide with cross curricular learning. 
[bookmark: _Int_USeSxcDJ][bookmark: _Int_8HZziQxM]The resource used throughout my cross-curricular lesson plan (see appendix) will be used within a lesson focusing on my school enrichment community. My lesson and resource both reflect the humanities area of learning; however, they also incorporate elements of digital competency and literacy. The Welsh Governments cross curricular framework explain that although there are three primary areas of learning that are essential to be cross curricular, it is encouraged that schools should aim to incorporate all areas of learning into forms of cross curricular activities (Welsh Government, 2021). The resource itself is a tick list containing animated pictures of facilities in the settings local community. The pictures will be animated to ensure anonymity of the school is contained.  My lesson plan states that we will go on a class walk, and along the way, the children must tick off each facility that we come accross. When we reach each facility, we will stop the walk to discuss the name and what it is used for. I will encourage the children to read the name of each place on their sheet and match it with the place that is in front of us. This will encourage the children to use their language, literacy, and communication skills throughout the lesson. Within the lesson plan (see appendix) it is also discussed that digital competency will be used throughout the lesson, as we will take a picture of each facility that we come accross, and the children will be able to help in completing this task. Progression step one within the third strand of the digital competency framework for Wales, states “I can explore familiar software” (Welsh Government, 2022). The children will explore familiar software by helping staff members take the pictures, therefore incorporating digital competency into the lesson. 
[bookmark: _Int_BDLjfXXX][bookmark: _Int_XHZiwdzL][bookmark: _Int_J1bmQB16][bookmark: _Int_f5QB2PmF]Based on my research, lectures and in school experiences, I feel that I have gained further knowledge in how the literacy, numeracy, and digital competency framework coincides with providing an enhanced cross curricular experience for children within the primary age range. I have learnt that cross curricular activities have extremely positive elements but can also be challenging for some students. I now also have a further understanding of how the digital competency framework has been developed to integrate simple digital skills for Foundation Learning students, in the hopes that they will one day use these skills in the future. There are two targets I want to achieve throughout my teaching experience based on the research and learning I have conducted. The Professional Standards for teaching and leadership in Wales holds five professional standards, these are pedagody, collaboration, leadership innovation and professional learning (Welsh Government, 2019). Linking to the collaboration standard, my first target will be, when creating cross curricular activities to ensure I am collaborating effectively with colleagues to ensure that resources and spaces are available to complete these tasks. The second target that I wish to achieve when undergoing my teaching experience, links to the pedagogy professional standard. This target is to ensure that the cross curricular framework, and the area of learning framework necessary, are widely considered when creating cross curricular activities, indicating this within lesson plans that I create. 
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Lesson Resource
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Lesson Plan
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9:25am

Teacher to explain to children that we will be
going on a walk throughout our local area, to
sport different facilities that ourselves and
our families use day to day. Model the
resource of use to children. Explain to
children that it is a tick list, explain that
children should tick off each facility they see
when we are on our walk. Pupils will also be
made are that they may be asked to help the
teacher take a picture of each facility on the
school | pad. Ensure that children are aware
that an adult will be available to help them if
they are confused. Children will be asked if
they have any questions.

Teacher to ask children their prior
knowledge on road safety skills, and how
important this subject is.

Once explained, children will then be asked
to put on their coats and create a line at the
door. Children will be asked to choose a
partner to walk in the line with. Explain to
children that they will need to remember
road safety skills and have their listening ears
on, always listening to the teacher and to
stay with the school

Support staff to continue observing children
whilst putting on coats and assisting them
‘when necessary.

The children should be engaged when listening to the
teacher discuss what task we will be undertaking and
can respond to prompt questions if they feel this is
necessary. This should give children confidence in the
task that they will be completing, and the use of the
resource.

Children will be putting on coats whilst being assisted by
the class teacher and support staff, and then decide
who their pairing will be to complete the walk.

Children who require
additional support with fine
motor skills when putting on
their coats, will be given
assistance from the teacher
and support staff.

Children will be asked
questions to activate
their prior knowledge
based on road safety.
Some prompt
questions may be:
“What must we do
before crossing the

road?"- Stop, look

and listen.

“Should we ever
speak to somebody
that we don't know?”
—No, teacher will
explain that we do
not speak to

strangers.
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9:35am

Teacher will ensure that all essential
documents for the trip are packed, fire
register, consent forms and risk assessment.
Also ensuring that we have a first aid kit and
any medication necessary. Teacher will then
lead children on the walk and stop at each
facility to explain what each facility is and
activate prior knowledge. At each facility,
teacher will ensure to remind pupils to tick
off which facility they have seen. Whilst at
each stop, children will be encouraged to
read the name of each facilty, ensuring that
children are developing their language
literacy and communication skills whilst on
this trip. Welsh will also be used throughout
the trip by the teacher when using
commands, and discussing the environment
around us. We will also discuss the colour of
the nature surrounding our local community
in Welsh briefly.

The role of support staff within this time will
be to walk with children ensuring that they
are all safe, and helping children to fill in the
resource if necessary.

The children will be using their tick list resource to tick
off each facility that they see. Children will also be
encouraged to read the name of each facility that we
stop at. At each facility, children will be asked to
activate their prior knowledge on what each facility is,
and then the teacher will explain to them in depth the
reason for the facility and what each is used for.

Children will be chosen to join the teacher in taking
picture of each facility, encouraging digital competency
skills to be used.

Support staff will ensure to
observe each child that
needs extra support whilst
on this walk.

Retrieval and
activating prior
knowledge will again
be used when
stopping at each
facility. When asking
children question
prompts. These
prompts may be:

“Can anyone tell me
what we are looking
at now?”

“Has anybody been to
this place before?”
“Who normally comes
to this place with
you?”

Teacher will also
ensure that children
are aware that in
facilities such as
shops and
restaurants, we must
pay.

Activating prior
knowledge will be
used within this as
the teacher will ask
“Can we just take
things from the shops
or do we have to

pay?”
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10:30am

Class teacher to ensure that all students
arrive back on school premises safely,
ensuring to head count each child when
arriving back at school

Class teacher to ask students to take off their
jackets and sit on the carpet comfortably to
discuss their time outside of the classroom.
Class teacher to ask the children what part of
the local area they enjoyed seeing the most.

Class teacher to then retrieve knowledge to
ensure each student has met the success
criteria. Students will sit in a circle once
more and each asked the question “Can you
tell me one place that we have seen today?”

Support staff to assist children in taking off
coats and sitting down on the carpet quietly.

The pupils will be learning to retrieve knowledge
that they have leamt whilst out of class.

Some children may need
assistance in answering the
question prompt. If this is
necessary, class teacher and
support staff should help
where needed.

Retrieval is essential
in this section of the
lesson. Ensuring that
children have met
‘their success criteria.
Children wil each be
asked to name one
place that they have
seen today.
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Can you see this place?

Tick when you have found

Nisa
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Student-teacher:

Ellie Griffiths Class /

Group:

Reception

AolE or Subject:

Subject: The community
AOLE -Humanities

Date (please N/A
note that this
may be a
continuous

session):

Meaningful links to Curriculum (What
Matters Statements, Descriptions of
learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...)

Links to Humanities What Matters Statements
o Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways
«  Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts
Links to Literacy What matters statements
e Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us
o Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge
Links to Health and Wellbeing What Matters Statements
o Developing physical health and wellbeing has lifelong benefits

Meaningful links across the curriculum
Links to other ApLE or the Cross-
curricular skills frameworks]

Cross Curricular Links
o Language, Literacy and Communication
«  Digital Competency
o Health and wellbeing

Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe the

desired impact on learning)

A personal target that | would like to reach when taking this lesson is to ensure that the use of digital competency is used throughout s this is something | would like to be

widely incorporated throughout the session.

Ensure Welsh is used when using commands and discussing areas within our local environment (colours, numbers etc).

Learning Intention

“This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.” (Crichton, H., and Mgdaid, A.

2016 p. 196)

For children to understand what facilities are in their local community
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Success Criteria
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

o Can you recognise local facilities
e Canyou name local facilities

Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

The children may be of the misconception that these facilities can be used for free, including items in shops or eating in restaurants. If this misconception occurs, | will ensure to

ask prompting questions, such as asking if the children have ever seen their parents/guardians paying for items in a shop, or a meal in a restaurant, portraying the idea of what
must happen when using these facilities.
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Timing: Role of the teacher & support staff: Pupils’ learning and activitie: Inclusive Strategies Check what pupils
Break down e.g., key questions, retrieval of prior learning, What will the pupils be learning to do and what activities / including know, understand,
timings into modelling and explanations, checking resources will facilitate this? different . and can do:
groups if understanding, planned use of additional adults. Key questions, types of
appropriate. Please refer to Foundation Learning planning document for /4 P
ensure pupils Reasons for and details of | retrieval proctices, self
e put Choice of pedagogical model or of the 12 details of continuous provision.
are ‘doing’ scaffolding. and peer assessment.
quickly and that pedagogical principles opportunities,
transitions are Types of representation in purposeful Aft,
taken nto tasks. strateges, live marking
‘opportunities, planned
Jeedback.
9:10am | Teacher to settle children on the carpetina | The class talking stick will be passed around the circle so | Ensure that each child has | Teacher will explain the

circle after completing their morning
activiies, ready for retrieval of prior
knowledge.

Support staff to observe children on the
carpet ensuring all pupils are engaged and
encouraging children to take part in prior
knowledge retrieval.

pupils are aware that it is their turn to participate.
Pupils will be asked prior knowledge retrieval questions
one by one within the circle (see key questions). The
pupils will benefit from hearing their peers’ opinions
and answers to retrieval questions. Some children may
also find confidence to answer when hearing peers
cooperating.

an opportunity to answer. If
some children do not wish
to participate or answer
prompt questions, explain
that this is okay and that
they can listen to their
peers’ answers.
When mentioning religious
buildings such as mosques
or churches, ensure to
explain to children that
people throughout our
community have different
beliefs.

meaning of our local
area (the area
surrounding our school).
Pupils will be asked
questions one by one
around the circle based
on their prior knowledge
of their area.

Some prompt questions
may be:

«  “Cananyone
tell me some
places we can
visit within our
area”

o “Wheredo
you enjoy
visiting with
your family in
our area?”

©  “What makes
you happy in
our local area”




