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Introduction.
The London bombings on the 7th July 2005 were a series of terrorist attacks that occurred in London due to the fact that 4 British citizens had been radicalised on British soil and were then able to kill 52 people in Britain's busiest city. Within this report ask, test, learn and share (ATLAS) is also applied to the current proceedings in terms of anti-terrorism within the UK, in order to determine what went wrong and how the group were able to cause catastrophic damage within the city of London. 
Ask, test, learn, adapt and share.
ATLAS is an important process within the police in order for them to progress effectively. ATLAS is commonly used in evidence-based policing (EBP). ATLAS is applied whenever improvement is needed or after an event such as the Grenfell Tower incident. During the implementation of ATLAS, questions are asked regarding the chosen topic in order to piece together a new plan regarding the topic. This new plan is then tested to see its sustainability, efficiency, and cost. Next the plan is evaluated in order to see if it is more or less positive than the previous plan, also if it is a viable plan along existing practice (College of Policing). 
London bombings background. 
The London bombings otherwise known as the 7/7 bombings were a series of suicide bombings that occurred on the 7th of July 2005. The London bombings are a highly significant event within British history as the bombings were the first suicide bombings within the UK. The four devices were detonated early in the morning during the London rush hour. The first three were denotated at 3 separate trains in different locations within the London underground; the first device that was detonated at Aldgate station which killed 7 people, the second device was the most catastrophic which was detonated in Russel Square which killed 26 people, the third killed 6 people at Edward Road. An hour later there was then another explosion on a London bus which killed 13 people at Tavistock Road. The British Transport police at first thought the explosions on the trains were caused by an electrical fault when the device was detonated on the bus at Tavistock all transport links within London were brought to a halt (YouTube BBC News, 2015), it was only when the suicide bomber detonated his device on the bus that the emergency services realised that there had been a Terrorist attack aimed at the London transport system.
 The attack had a detrimental effect upon London with the effects felt straight away as people were horrified from the impacts of the explosions and many were left with the fear that their loved ones had been injured or even killed during the attacks, the Terrorist attack left 52 dead and many more left with significant injuries. The effects were felt across the UK along with the fear of the unknown of whether there would be another attack. There were 4 suicide bombers who were a group of extremists that were driven by their extreme religious views it was said that they had been “radicalised” in the UK (Ray, M 2010). The four bombers were Mohammed Sadique Khan, Shehzad Tanweer, Hasib Hussain, and Germaine Lindsay. 
The response of the emergency services and the government following the attack.
The first response of the emergency services was “immediate” (Ray, M 2010) they first had to establish that they were able to evacuate those who were left on the trains while simultaneously determining what had happen. The whole of the London Underground was also brought to a complete stop. They then treated those who we rein need of vital treatment they then proceeded to treat those who had minor injuries. The emergency services and the government then communicated and updated the wider public. Following the attack, the emergency services increased their level of alert and began to introduce new and improved protocols encase this would happen again they also provided those who were bereaved and those who were directly affected support during their difficult time. The Prime Minister addressed the public an attempt to ease the nerves of those who were concerned that another attack would occur. 
Police response 
The first reaction of the police force was to deploy officers to the scene of the explosions, the police Gold Command was also deployed who were ready and waiting for the 2005 G8 Summit (London: Stationary Office Pg.10, 2006). Following the first attacks the Transport police presumed that there had been an electrical fault which had caused the explosions within the lines this as we know was wrong, it was later established that the explosions were caused by suicide bombers. They then set out to determine what had happened by creating a “timeline” of the events they then went on to determine if there would be a fifth attack planned once it had been established that there had not been another attack planned for that day, they were able to concentrate on determining how the attack happened, why was there an attack and who were the attackers. The police established a large number of intelligence officers to do so, they also increased their presence within London. By the 12 of July the police had determined that there were 4 suicide bombers and they had determined that they were linked. By July 16th 2005 the police had publicly realised the names of the four bombers and had announced that they have determined that there was not a fifth suicide bomber (London: Stationary Office Pg.14, 2006).
Many argued that the police should not have allowed the attack to take place as there was an increased police presence within London following the increased tensions due to 9/11 and the war in Afghanistan. 
It is now understood that Khan and Tanweer travelled to Pakistan and that it is possible that they came into contact with extremists that could have been associated with Al-Qaeda who claimed partial responsibility for the London bombings, it can be argued that their trip to Pakistan could have driven then to develop and go through with the terrorist attack. 
Applying ATLAS.
Ask. 
The first stage of ATLAS which is asking questions regarding the incident. Firstly, how were the four suicide bombers able to achieve their outcome? 
 The four to the public would have seemed ‘normal’ to another person. However, Khan and Tanweer were seen were seen with other “plotters” by the MI5, their identities were unknown (BBC News Tanweer, 2011). Khan had also attended; a meeting with people who were being observed by Yorkshire Police, the police failed to identify Khan (BBC News Khan 2011). Hussain returned from travelling to Pakistan and it was noted that he had a saying from Al-Qaeda on his religious book. (BBC News Hussain 2011). Germaine had requested a gun from his girlfriend she refused the police had no knowledge of this before the investigation regarding the bombings. To refer back to the question it is possible that the events of the bombings took place as there was a lack of precautions in terms if investigating those who could potentially be involved by those who are currently being investigated as Yorkshire police force could have possibly stopped the attack if they had obtained Khan. It could also be argued that there was a lack of communication between MI5 and the police force. 
Current police intervention.
Currently the police are attempting to prevent radicalisations and encourage the public to report any suspicious activity that could possibly be associated with terrorists the Metropolitan Police say that the police “protect” the public from terrorist attacks however, it is down to the “communities” to report and to assist those who are vulnerable to ensure that they do not fall victim to radicalisation (Metropolitan Police). Terrorist attacks are very difficult for the police to stop however they can be successful it is vital that they stay alert and that they search for the smaller signs such as purchases of suspicious materials and search for signs of radicalisation. The Counter Terrorism Police force deal with terrorist threats and they investigate any allegations of terrorism, a separate force allows for a focus upon the ever-increasing threat of terrorism. The force has recently launched an app which could increase reports as people will feel more confident to report concerns behind a screen. 
Possible intervention. 
The police force could start to educate the younger generation in schools about the risk of radicalisation and why they should stay away from those who have a radical mindset. They should also educate those at risk or radicalisation especially to ensure that no more recruitment can place. Racial hate and the effects should also be taught to reduce the risk of the younger generation being driven to radicalisation. This could ensure that future generations do not fall victim to radicalisation and that they are educated about radicalisation as some may not be aware of the process. Parents and teachers should also be aware of the signs of radicalisation. 
Test.
Next would be to test if correct education regarding radicalisation would be efficient or not. To test and evaluate the effect of correct education we could test children to see if they know or do not know what is right or wrong in terms of morals their views upon 9/11 and the terrorist attacks past and present such as the Manchester bombings should be questioned as from 10-year-old and onwards children should understand what is right and wrong.  The Radicalisation Awareness Network believe that education is vital as it prevents “young people from being attracted to violent extremist ideologies” (Radicalisation Awareness Network 2019). 
Learn.
Current practices within the real work do work to an extent as people do believe that it is their responsibility to report crime. The Counter terrorist units can work very well and have proven to catch terrorists however, it is possible for some to be missed. One of their roles is to respond to attacks and to reduce the effects, they do attend to and support those who are bereaving but they are unable to bring the lost family member back and the damage is irreversible, therefore it is vital that the police apprehend those who have been radicalised before they ensue irreversible damage. Learning can occur from reviewing our current policies and methods to see what works and what does not work.
Adapt.
In terms of adapting current practices, it is increasingly vital that the police maintain an equal level of knowledge regarding the ever-accelerating technological advancements. As terrorist will also advance with the times and will in time produce different ways to recruit and radicalise, as well as adapting their methods of attack. 
In order to monitor the efforts of education and communication regarding terrorism it is suggested that the counter terrorism units assess the new methods accordingly. It is important to consider if the implementation of education within school is fitting with the current methods of anti-terrorism. 
Sharing.
It is then vital that our police share and co-operate with other Counties as terrorism affects all Nations, sharing policies and schemes could result in an improvement of current practices. This would ensure that current policies are also being criticised from an outside perspective. In order for our ant-terrorism practises to improve it is key for our methods to be criticised as this will expose any vulnerabilities. 
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