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Using one of the establishments visited how easy is it to gain a sense of what constitutes Welsh culture?
[bookmark: _Toc534206399]Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk530815833]This report constitutes an outline of a field trip to the Ceredigion County Museum, Aberystwyth for the purposes of discovering how easy it is to relate to Welsh culture within Ceredigion by visiting this particular museum.
[bookmark: _Toc534206400]Contextual information: What is Welsh Culture?

Wales is small country located on the border of England and surrounded by the Irish Sea and the Bristol Channel and its inhabitant number is approximately 4.9 per cent of the total British population (Mason, 2007, p. 5). Wales has a rich Welsh culture of language and sport. A number of museums have been developed around the country portraying Welsh culture. Each museum has its own perspective of Welsh culture as represented in each county, for example, the diverse culture of language and lifestyle of drama, poetry, art (Mason, 2007, pp. 11-20). The largest collection is in Cardiff, this is connected to St Fagan’s National History Museum and there are six more branches around Wales and collectively this forms the National Museum of Wales (Mason, 2007, pp. 11-20). 
The Welsh language is of primary importance to the country and this is reflected in the museum. As is the case in other parts of the UK, the Welsh language has different regional variations (Arnold, 2018). Each county has its own diversity and forms of traditions and industries. In the Ceredigion area there are teachers, poets, artists and social reformers but the main driving forces are farming and seafaring (ceredigion.gov.uk, 2018). Clothing was manufactured locally, in a distinctive style, represented in displays in the Ceredigion museum. 
[bookmark: _Toc534206401]Background to the Ceredigion County Museum, Aberystwyth 
[bookmark: _Hlk530927359][bookmark: _Hlk530928773][bookmark: _Hlk530929617][bookmark: _Hlk531009719][bookmark: _Hlk530927829][bookmark: _Hlk530929209]Ceredigion County council Museum is located at The Coliseum, Terrace Road, Aberystwyth. This museum was founded in 1972 by Cardiganshire Antiquarian Society who donated their artefacts to the Ceredigion District Council in 1974. By 1996 the council had evolved into Ceredigion County Council. The museum is housed in the old Edwardian theatre which can be regarded as a museum piece within itself (Greenhill, 1992, p. 1) and it is managed by Ceredigion County Council. The museum’s vision is to preserve the life and times of Ceredigion up to the1960s (http://www.ceredigionmuseum.wales/, 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc534206402]Location: Where is the site?
The museum is located in Aberystwyth.
[image: Location map]
Map 1
The star shows where the museum is located. The building is located in the center of town, and was built before the major development and growth of Aberystwyth. This means there is a lot of foot traffic passing the building and at one time it could have been called the center of town. The problem of the building being in the center of the town is the parking, however there is some parking on the nearby seafront road.
[bookmark: _Toc534206403]The building and the history of the site

  [image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_112205.jpg]        [image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_112142.jpg]
[bookmark: _Hlk530927727]Photo 1	Museum and Shop Front	Photo 2 Shop Front
The museum is housed in an old Edwardian theatre building, where in the 19th century plays were held to entertain the community and political rallies gathered there. The theatre evolved into use as a cinema before it was developed into the museum in 1974. This structure has been at the centre of the community since it was built. The main consideration at the time was what artefacts to display and how to portray Welsh culture within the county of Ceredigion (Moore, 1997, p. 1). This building has become the museum of the life and times of the community in Ceredigion up to 1960 (https://www.aberystwyth.org.uk) The local community helped to define what local culture (the culture of Ceredigion) is.
[image: http://www.discoverceredigion.co.uk/SiteCollectionImages/Footer/Tourist%20Information%20Centres/Aberystwyth%20Museum%20TIC%20JBDA2682a_crop.jpg]
Picture 1
Ceredigion County council Museum 25/11/2018
[bookmark: _Hlk531010400]There have been three managers or curators of Ceredigion Museum and each one has brought their own unique style to the museum. The curators of today have to use their own initiative to find funding, due to government cutbacks on funding (Moore, Museum Management, 1994, p. 1). The latest curators managed to obtain heritage lottery funding. The museum building has been developed and expanded into next door. Now the museum building is over five floors for visitors to explore. The first floor houses the gift shop, the second is the café and the others house the museum artefact displays (http://www.ceredigionmuseum.wales/, 2018).
 
Within the building structure, the curators must take into consideration the direction and movement of the people inside, in order to display artifacts and their stories (Mason, 2007, p. 78). Other important considerations are adequate storage facilities for items not currently displayed, cloakrooms/toilets and disabled access.
A map of the museum floor plans below shows the main floor, first floor and second floor.
	[image: main floor]
Main floor


	[image: First floor]
First floor

	[image: Second floor]
Second floor


[bookmark: _Toc534206404]How does this establishment represent Welsh culture through their collections?

[bookmark: _Hlk531009609]When on the field trip, we had a meeting with the curator/manager, Carrie Canham. She said the aim of the museum is to reflect the rich history of the county through archaeology. The museum holds over 60,000 artefacts and organizes temporary art exhibitions and local history events. Additionally the museum helps with displays at other museums around the county, including Lampeter museum, the Kite Centre in Tregaron and the Harbourmaster's office in Newquay. It also owns a historic cottage at Llanon (Ceredigion musuem, 2018).
[image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_112709.jpg]  [image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_112748.jpg]
Photo 3					  Photo 4
The Agriculture display 		   The Dairy display
Main floor displays
The main criteria for identifying Welsh culture are through the language and that is why information in the displays firstly comes in Welsh then English. The agriculture display and the dairy display represents the methods and implements used from 1850-1930, where horse power was used before the development of tractor power. Agriculture has always been a key aspect of Ceredigion throughout the ages. Even today agriculture is an important industry in Ceredigion throughout the county. There are number of agricultural shows and events to celebrate the industry of past and modern farming methods. 


[image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_113850.jpg]    [image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_113927.jpg]
Photo 5	Seafaring 	            Photo 6 New Quay Harbour
First floor
The seafaring and New Quay Harbour display shows when Ceredigion had a thriving industry of seafaring and ship building as well as transporting goods throughout Europe. This display gives a sense of Welsh culture by introducing descriptions in the Welsh language first, and the stories behind the artefacts reinforce this.

[image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_114532.jpg]
Photo 7 Archaeology 

First floor side gallery 
The archaeology display shows the earliest pieces of Ceredigion archaeology and explores the Neolithic period, whilst the modern exhibits illuminate the changing county in the 1970s around the Aberystwyth area. The visitor can see the birth of Welsh culture in Ceredigion in this area. Throughout this display the Welsh language is apparent. 
[image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_114220.jpg]  
Photo 8 Weaving Display 
Second floor
Another large display on the second floor of the museum is the weaving display; this too was an important industry in Ceredigion. This is where the farmers sheared the wool from the sheep and it was processed into material for weaving. From this, carpets and clothes were made locally. 
[image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_114335.jpg]
Photo 9 Paintings - Staircases and art galleries 
These are places where Welsh artists within Ceredigion can show their work. This encourages local Welsh artists to take part in temporary exhibitions.  However the stair cases display historical pieces showing old hunting scenes. 
[bookmark: _Toc534206405]Maintaining Exhibits for Future Heritage

[bookmark: _Toc534206406][image: F:\musum pic aber\IMG_20181205_113604.jpg]Lighting and Heating


Photo 10 Lighting
This section is looking at how the museum is caring for the artifacts and how they are displayed and looked after. The biggest factors causing damage to artifacts are heat and lighting. The best feature of the theatre building is that there is no natural light coming onto displays. Carrie Canham stated that the building has had the lighting refurbished, making the environment more friendly to the artifacts. The heating is kept at a steady temperature in the display cases.   





[bookmark: _Toc534206407]Finance and Funding

[image: ]
Photo 11 Shop
At the meeting with the curator/manager, she explained that the museum is owned and run by Ceredigion County Council. That does not mean the council has to pay and fund the museum; it is voluntary, although she has meetings with the council to try to get some funding. For the financial budget 2018/9 compared to 2017/8 there was a difference of about £100,000 less (ceredigion.gov.uk, 2018).
The curator/manager succeed in getting heritage lottery funding of £1.5 million. This helped to develop and expand the museum into the building next door. Now the museum building is over five floors. The first floor is the gift shop. This is where you can buy crafts and local books about Welsh life and the story of the community county of Ceredigion. The second floor is the café, and both of these help contribute to the income of the museum. As well as this, money is brought into the establishment by using it as a venue for weddings, yoga and films as well as community events (Ceredigion musuem, 2018).



[bookmark: _Toc534206408]Findings/conclusion

The report questions what constitutes Welsh culture? In order to answer this you need to explore Wales and see whether it applies to Ceredigion County museum. The author has been on a few fieldtrips, for days out and attended events throughout Wales and in Ceredigion County. Throughout Wales, each county has different attitudes which have helped define the culture and the people who live there. You could say that what constitutes Welsh culture are the people in the community, which the author found to be friendly, helpful and kind. 
How does this apply to Ceredigion County museum? This is a community based establishment and volunteers help in running the museum. To help develop the establishment in the community, it runs outreach programs to teach the local young people about Ceredigion history and also to advertise community events within the museum.
The Welsh culture is different from the rest of Britain, primarily through the Welsh language and symbols. Throughout the museum Welsh language was the priority on all the displays, being written above the English translation. Ceredigion County is defined by industries like farming, seafaring and clothing, also there are cultural aspects to the area such as artists poets and writers found throughout the county. Ceredigion Museum shows the culture of the area through individual displays relating to the history of the county for the period 1850 - 1960. The history of the Welsh farming culture in Ceredigion was well displayed and this can help connect to the local community. Throughout the county there are a number of agricultural shows displaying vintage implements and machinery. Another major industry was seafaring, at one time Ceredigion had a thriving ship building and transport network, this was well represented by smaller objects and stories, but for bigger items you can visit the National Waterfront museum in Swansea. 
The museum policy states it is committed to enabling people to explore the collections for both learning and enjoyment. As with other museums it is supported by our ‘core functions of collecting, documenting, preserving and interpreting the material evidence of Ceredigion’s past’ for the benefit of the public (Ceredigion musuem, 2018). Additionally they are encouraging local Welsh artists to display their work in temporary exhibitions.  The author thinks this museum gives a good impression of Welsh culture in the county of Ceredigion.
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