Conference Abstract
To what extent are women cast the villainous role, without the supernatural component of mythology.

In this paper I will examine mythology without the supernatural elements to determine to what extent are women cast in the role of the villain. When examining myths, the main focus is on the supernatural components to the stories rather than those who are seen as lesser characters i.e. women. But without the supernatural element what role would women play within the misogynistic world as Mary R. Lefkowitz describes Athens as the epicentre of misogynism within the ancient world. There is little research or papers on women in general within mythology. Even more so them having a specific role within the myths they are included in, as the supernatural elements overshadow the mortal characters. A well-known example would be the Odyssey as Odysseus is prevented from returning to Ithaca by supernatural women, their gender is overshadowed by their divinity i.e. Calypso who diverts Odysseus’ journey.  Another example of a woman, who is overshadowed by another factor is that of Clytemnestra, who is cast as the villain within her myth which can be argued that she is wrongly cast within that role due to the actions of her husband, Agamemnon, the sacrifice of her daughter, Iphigenia and his war prize, Cassandra. There are other women who fall into the same category as Clytemnestra, women who have been wronged by their husbands or lovers and are seen as the villains due to their actions when they discover the truth, these women are women who wish to right wrongs that men have inflicted but instead are cast as the evil in the world. The purpose of this paper is to compare the roles of different women within their myths, due to the how the authors wished for them to seen but also in how their actions can be interpreted in the modern world.
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