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An evaluation of my Welsh microteaching lesson:

What I did and why? 
In 2023, the Welsh Government published their mission ‘Cymraeg 2050’, an aspiration to reach a million Welsh speakers by using flexible strategies to produce confident bilingual speakers (Bangor University, 2050). Therefore, in line with the Curriculum for Wales objective “Cymraeg belongs to us all” (Welsh Government, 2023, p.7), I planned and taught a micro-Welsh lesson for a reception class to help make the language accessible for young learners. As a student teacher with Welsh as an additional language, it was important for me to do my own independent research on the language and pedagogy of teaching a second language, to adhere to the education workforce plans aim of increasing the number of practitioners able to teach Welsh as a subject (Welsh Government, 2022).
The language learning aim of the lesson was to develop the student’s communicative competency by providing learners will the necessary skills to use the Welsh language in different social contexts (Welsh Government, 2018). A further aim of the lesson was to build on the student’s prior knowledge of colours, by incorporating the sentence pattern ‘dw I’n hoffi/ dw I’n ddim yn hoffi’ to say what colours they do and do not like. A useful resource that was highlighted by my placement school, was the Welsh language company ‘Ffa La La’. The purpose of this resource is to take a simple sentence pattern and move it into song form, that has a repeated structure of question and answer, where the answers are interchangeable (Ffa La La, 2023). Henceforth, I used their song ‘pa liw wyt ti’n hoffi’ to teach the sentence pattern that I paired with ‘teddy twt’ colour cards provided by my placement school, to create a whole class introduction. First, I recapped the colours in Welsh with the students, using ‘teddy twt’ cards to allow learners to recall prior knowledge by seeing what colour the teddy is and calling it out in Welsh. Next, I taught the simple sentence pattern ‘dw I’n hoffi/ dw I’n ddim yn hoffi’ through a ‘call and response’ teaching technique. Finally, combining the two into a ‘Ffa La La’ song for the class to sing together. After this, pupils were spilt into a focus group, working with the teacher to answer the question ‘beth wyt ti’n hoffi?’ by using their ‘teddy twt’ colour boards to choose a colour and respond using the sentence pattern, reinforcing learning and cementing knowledge. Meanwhile, the rest of the class had ‘teddy twt’ colouring sheets where they had to read the word and colour the teddy correctly. The independent task was kept simple as a result of the pupils needing high support to use the sentence patterns. 
Impact on the learner 
The use of song on language learning has been found to have a positive impact as an auditory stimulus; the repetitive nature of lyrics allows learners to process new vocabulary and audibly hear sound pronunciation (Grimm, 2020). Therefore, using song as the methodology for teaching new sentence patterns appeared to be successful, seeing the majority of the class engaged with the lyrics and singing loudly. Combing the use of song with peer learning developed a more inclusive learning environment, where a sense of belonging was fostered (Baloche and Brody, 2017). Although the objective “Cymraeg belongs to us all” was adhered to through the use of ‘Ffa La La’, a successful retainment of knowledge was not achieved when students split into smaller groups to practice the sentence pattern. Many learners struggled to transfer the oracy skills learnt through song, into a conversational dialogue, forgetting the sentence pattern they had previously been singing. This exercise also highlighted that not all students were secure on their knowledge of Welsh colours, bringing forth gaps in knowledge and an important area of Welsh oracy that needed to be revisited. In order to aid pupils in their learning of the Welsh language, I slightly altered the lesson plan for the following day to ensure the objective was accessible for all learners. When split into focus groups, I asked the other pupils on the table to sing the song and then stop when it was time for each learner to insert their interchangeable answer and demonstrate their use of the sentence pattern. This appeared to be more successful in enabling learners to retain their knowledge and gain more confidence in using the sentence pattern through the classes’ enjoyment of singing. 
Developing a lesson plan 
Moving forwards, it is evident from the microteaching that although ‘Ffa La La’ is an excellent resource for primary age children, it is not enough as a stand-alone method for teaching the oracy skills of the Welsh language. In order for schools to reach the objective “Cymraeg belongs to us all” it is paramount that incidental Welsh is being continually embedded throughout the school day and not simply in Welsh oracy lessons. Reflecting on my own micro lesson, there are moments where I have spoken classroom phrases in English, even though I knew the Welsh for those words. Therefore, by ensuring I am critical and aware of my own use of the language and ensuring I make the effort to use Welsh continuously rather than my first language, it will foster a better learning environment for the class and embed the language more naturally. It is essential to highlight that the delivery of the language begins first with the teachers and hence must always be providing quality first teaching that is rooted in the Welsh language. In addressing approaches to language learning, the Welsh Government recommends to “consider adopting more task-based language teaching and engaging learners in meaningful projects that are related to their interests” (2018, p.15). Henceforth, to improve my micro lesson, I would change the focus activity to be more task based that is simple to understand, such as sorting colours into groups of what they like and don’t like. This would be more beneficial on the learners because it is engaging and repetitive, rather than another ‘call and respond’ activity that was already used in the introduction. In providing a more task-based approach, I would be hoping as a teacher to bridge the gaps in knowledge where pupils struggled to use the sentence pattern outside of the song. 

Resources: 
Unfortunately, resources cannot be uploaded due to copy right, my placement school purchased Ffa La La songs and Tedi Twt activities that I used for the lesson but do not own the rights to. 
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Cynllun gwers / lesson plan






	Blwyddyn / Year:

Reception
	Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad / Area of Learning and Experience:
Welsh oracy 
	Amcan y wers / Aims of the lesson:
I can join in with familiar songs, rhymes, stories and poems.  
I can use familiar words and phrases and experiment with newly learned vocabulary. 


	Gwybodaeth flaenorol / Previous knowledge:

Recalling colours in Welsh 
	Geirfa allweddol / Key vocabulary:
Ffocws iaith / Language focus:

Recall colours in Welsh.

Learn the sentence pattern ‘Dw I’n hoffi’ and ‘Dw I’n ddim yn hoffi’ and use them to answer what colours you do and don’t like.
	Gweithgareddau addysgu a dysgu / Teaching and Learning Activities:

Begin the lesson with the Ffa La La song ‘Pa liw?’ to introduce the sentence pattern for saying what colours you do and don’t like. 

In small groups, look at the teddy twt colour boards and decide what colours you do and don’t like. Then answer the teachers question by using the sentence patterns you have learnt. 

	Adnoddau / Resources:

Ffa La La song ‘Pa liw?’ 
Teddy twt colour boards
	
	



