


Finding information task and evaluating using CRAAP :

	
	
	


Your information question
Is the respiratory condition chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) caused by smoking?
Your task
In small groups, you have 30 minutes to find three useful sources that could help answer the question.

One trustworthy public-sector source (for example, NHS, GOV.UK or a local authority).
One source from a relevant charity or professional organisation.
One academic source, such as a peer-reviewed journal article found through your library search database tool using either EBSCO or Pubmed. 
Search process
Pick out the main concepts in the question.
List alternative words for each concept.
Combine keywords using AND or OR.
Run at least three searches and record every search in the log.
Choose your best three sources and briefly explain why each is useful and trustworthy.
Keyword starter
	Concept 1: Smoking
	Concept 2: COPD
	Concept 3: Causes of COPD

	Smoking
	COPD, COAD, bronchitis, emphysema
	COPD causes



	Example search:  Does smoking cause COPD?


Checklist:
☐ I recorded the exact words I searched.
☐ I recorded where I searched and how many results I got.
☐ I explained how I changed or improved my search.
☐ I saved enough details to find each source again.
☐ I commented on relevance, authority, date and evidence.


Search Log
Information question: __________________________________________________________________
A. Plan your keywords
	Main concept
	Alternative words / synonyms
	Useful phrase or spelling variation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


B. Record each search
	No.
	Where did you search?
	Exact keywords / search string
	Results
	Useful results found
	Limits set

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	


Search tips: Use quotation marks for a phrase; AND to join different concepts; OR to join similar words; and filters only when they help.


Best Sources
Choose the three strongest sources from your search. Record enough information for someone else to locate them. Remember to use the CRAAP test to explain the credibility of the source.
Source 1
	Author / organisation
	

	Title
	

	Date and link / DOI
	

	Citation (reference)
	

	Use CRAAP to evaluate:
	

	Is it current? How have you determined this?
	

	Is it relevant? How have you determined this?
	

	Do the authors have authority?
	

	Is the source accurate? How have you determined this?
	

	What is the purpose of the source?
	



Source 2
	Author / organisation
	

	Title
	

	Date and link / DOI
	

	Citation (reference)
	

	Use CRAAP to evaluate:
	

	Is it current? How have you determined this?
	

	Is it relevant? How have you determined this?
	

	Do the authors have authority?
	

	Is the source accurate? How have you determined this?
	

	What is the purpose of the source?
	


Source 3
	Author / organisation
	

	Title
	

	Date and link / DOI
	

	Citation (reference)
	

	Use CRAAP to evaluate:
	

	Is it current? How have you determined this?
	

	Is it relevant? How have you determined this?
	

	Do the authors have authority?
	

	Is the source accurate? How have you determined this?
	

	What is the purpose of the source?
	



One-sentence conclusion
Based on the sources you found, write one sentence answering the information question:



