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[bookmark: _GoBack]Game of Diadems Reflection

Certainly, coming into this module, I was not sure what to expect, particularly form a modern history background. Yet I was stepping into a subject matter that despite having an interest, I knew next to nothing about.  When I drew Lysimachus honestly, I was not sure what to make of him, so began the basic reading. 
It became evident to me early on that court life was not straight forward. The power and the intrigue demonstrated by the courtiers. My first experience of this was the settlement of Babylon which was a free for all[footnoteRef:1]. Any pretence of a faction I may have built beforehand has completely collapsed. It showed me how behind every courtier there is an ulterior motive. Probably not the best idea in the world, I tried to be the nation builder. Under me the eastern satrapies had a royal council and a central treasury, by the second session with 15000 talents.  [1:  (Dio.18.2.) ] 

But I had not quite understood the power structure. For in the ancient world, all the power was held by the king, but in my case by a regent. Despite the support of the rest of the members in our group, the treasury was disbanded as it gave me power against the regent. I came to understand that it was purely a power game, by keeping power out of one person and diffusing it among the many, you may break opposition. 
After the collapse of the reforms I was sent east as Lysimachus to negotiate with India to sell our satraps. I brought back 40000 talents and paid of the debts of the army. Yet for some reason I was still a threat to the regent. It is then that you come to realise you must consider the personality of your liege. With Melandros as our ruler he would stand for nothing that opposed him. It doesn’t help when the lad playing him relishes having power permeated by his ego. He chose to arrest me, but I committed suicide before he could kill me. I did not want to give him the satisfaction. 
After seeing other assassinations and the political capital that could be gained, I wanted to see what would happen if they failed. Apparently, I was so popular that a rebellion broke out which strangled the empire for a year. Even in death there can be a legacy and that actions peak louder than words. 
My second incarnation was as the High Priest of Memphis[footnoteRef:2]. In that time, defrauded the king of 12000 talents, kidnapped the king of the eastern Empire and conquered half of Parthia with an Indian Army. These actions exposed the weakness of the Hellenistic Monarchies. How a king would be prepared to do anything to appease the gods. How a nation can collapse when their king loses their legitimacy to rule, as per was one of the results of the kidnapping Alexander IV. Even though a monarchy in ancient world look impregnable, it is not, and can easily crumble should the foundations break.  [2:  (Quirke, 2014, p. 45)] 

What this module has taught me is that history may be black and white, but it is the people who make it come alive. It is the personalities of those people that dictate what plans are made, but also which ones unravel.     
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