


What is a Postmodern Picture Book?
A postmodern picture book is one that breaks 

traditional rules. It knows that it is a book 
(metafiction), talks directly to the reader, and plays 

with how the words and pictures work together.



When most people think of picture books, they 
imagine simple stories where pictures support the 

words. However, from the 1980s onwards, a 
number of writers and illustrators began to 

challenge traditional assumptions about 
storytelling. These books questioned authority, 

disrupted narrative conventions, played with 
language and image, and actively involved readers 

in constructing meaning.





Wild Designs: The text, fonts and pictures may 
change sizes, clash or ask you to turn the book 

sideways or upside down.



Hidden References and Jokes: They often poke fun 
at, or mix together, classic tales and other stories 

that you already know.





Self-awareness: The book knows it is a book. Characters 
might talk to you, criticize the plot, or walk off the 

edge of the paper.



Mixed-up Rules: The story does not 
flow in a traditional straight line. It 

might jump around or have multiple 
stories happening at the once.



In Black and White, David Macaulay presents four 
stories simultaneously, each in a different quadrant 
of the page, and gradually encourages readers to 

notice that the stories overlap and may actually be 
connected. The book is widely regarded as a 

postmodern picture book in which readers must 
construct meaning for themselves. 



































Now let’s go back to the beginning and 
play detective to try and make sense of 

what we have just read.



































The relationship between pictures and text in Black 
and White is fundamentally postmodern and 

metafictional. The text presents four apparently 
separate narratives, while the illustrations 

undermine those boundaries and encourage readers 
to discover hidden relationships. Rather than 

revealing a single meaning, Macaulay uses the 
tension between words and pictures to explore 

perception, interpretation, and the idea that reality 
is never as simple as "black and white."



Infact, perhaps the most important interpretation is 
contained in the title itself. The book repeatedly 

demonstrates that:

• simple explanations are inadequate
• stories have multiple meanings
• reality depends on perspective

• certainty is difficult

The title becomes ironic because the book is actually 
about ambiguity.



In postmodern picture books, authors and 
illustrators are playing with multiple story lines, 

narrators, and perspectives to create books that are 
exciting because of their unpredictability.













































These books shatter readers’ expectations, demand active coauthoring, and raise questions about what is real.

These books shatter readers’
expectations, demand active

coauthoring, and raise questions about
what is real.
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