	
	
	



Student name – Jessica Colling
Student number – 1902104
Word count – 1,095
Evaluate whether the voting age should be lowered?
Contents
Introduction                                                                                                                                           1
Age and voting                                                                                                                                       1
The Representation of the People Act 1969                                                                                     1
For and Against - with illustrated graphs                                                                                           2
What does the Welsh Government want to do for those who are unable to vote?                  3
Conclusion                                                                                                                                               4

Introduction
Voting, the word brings independence and shows democracy amongst the people of the United Kingdom however, what does it show to the young people of Wales specifically? 
Age and voting
The current age an individual can vote in Wales is eighteen however, an individual can be sixteen to register in preparedness for when they turn the appropriate age. Voting is considered a mature independent movement to participate in, although by law 1969 Representation of the People Act (available online at) https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/1969-rotp-act/1969-rotp-collections-/1969-sixth-reform-act-/  (Accessed on the 10-10-19 at 10:29) it states for those under eighteen to not participate. On the other hand, those under eighteen can participate in other movements for example, consensual sexual activity, joining the Army, driving a moped, changing their name, being able to work a maximum of forty hours a week when leaving school at sixteen and be of age to be criminally responsible. So why are under eighteen-year olds not allowed to vote? 
The Representation of the People Act 1969
This is the act that linked age and voting together during the year of 1918 amongst other restrictions and limitations towards the people. Between the years 1918 and 1969 the age to vote changed for example, during 1918 all men had to be over twenty-one and women over thirty. This changed during the year of 1928 where all men and women over twenty-one were able to vote. Again, the fight for the younger generation to vote did not stop there and during the year 1969 both men and women over eighteen were able to vote. Within this source it also mentions during the year 2008 in Parliament there was a Private Bill, this was known as the “Voting Age (Reduction) Bill.” Chartists (available online at)  https://www.parliament.uk/about/living heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/chartists/keydates/ (Accessed on the 10-10-19 at 11:47)
This bill was aimed directly at those of the younger generation for the new legal age to be sixteen and over to vote. However, mainly the reason to why the age to vote is still eighteen and above because this Private bill did not become a new law. 
For and Against
From history it has shown that bills and laws change all the time and if change does not happen right away with protest and many voices it eventually does. As previously noted, the voting age should be lowered to sixteen and over due to the extent of mature activities they can already do. Also, by lowering the voting age it could bring the younger generation to have a voice within Politics leading to possible future careers or just the feeling of changing the world for the tomorrow. Voting could even change the lives of individuals through giving them responsibility and overall becoming more involved in either their local council elections or their countries discussions. Not only would it benefit the younger generation but also for the Political parties or those involved in an election. This can be shown through the number of individuals aged between sixteen to seventeen living in Wales. Looking on the Welsh Government website it published Population estimates by local authority and year (available online at) https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Population-and-Migration/Population/Estimates/Local-Authority/populationestimates-by-localauthority-year (the age sixteen)
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Population-and-Migration/Population/Estimates/Local-Authority/populationestimates-by-localauthority-year (the age seventeen) (Accessed on the 15-10-19 at 13:36)
It illustrates a table which can be adjusted to the necessary information required. 
[image: ]
[image: ]
From the following graphs shown above and in detail of the highlighted remarks, it states in Wales during the year 2018 there were thirty-two thousand, eight hundred and three, sixteen- year olds. As for the second graph again, it illustrates there were thirty-four thousand, two hundred and seventy-three, seventeen-year olds in Wales. The graphs have shown that during the year 2018 there could have been an extra sixty-seven thousand and seventy-six more votes if allowed to vote. Would this have made an impact on the decision of Brexit today?
On the other hand, how many individuals aged sixteen to seventeen understand the current Political parties and their views? Think about what goes on in their lives at their age, school pressure, GCSE’s, what they are going to do after they leave school. School is a good topic to talk about with regards to whether the vote should be lowered, and this is because sixteen to seventeen-year olds spend most of their time in school learning. However, one class that is not on their timetable is Politics, the current political highlights, party's manifesto’s, elections etc. Would it be helpful to the country to give the opportunity to a sixteen to seventeen-year-old a vote, on a topic they do not know anything about?
What does the Welsh government want to do for those who are unable to vote?
Understandably, there are sixteen to seventeen-year olds who are highly intrigued in the topic of Politics, who are either going out of their way to campaign for the future voting age to change or whether they have registered and are waiting to vote. The BBC last year published a story about why the voting age should be lowered. Votes at 16: Wales voting reforms see voting lowered. 28th January 2018 (available online at) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-42848685 (Accessed on the 16-10-19 at 12:06) 
The article covers a positiveness towards the idea of sixteen to seventeen-year olds having the right to vote. Specifically, the comment from the Cabinet Secretary Alun Davies;
The move would affect about 70,000 people currently unable to vote in Wales. I would like to see us moving the franchise to enable younger people to take part in the democratic process. Votes at 16: Wales voting reforms see voting lowered. 28th January 2018 (available online at) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-42848685
Conclusion
To conclude on the findings, it is noticeable throughout this report change takes time and for sixteen- and seventeen-year olds to vote during any type of election that right could be arriving soon. Additionally, it is noticeable the number of teens (seventy thousand) aged sixteen and seventeen in Wales during 2018 could have drastically changed the world as it is now. However, going back to the point of those seventy thousand teens in school and not having lessons on Politics, questions whether the Welsh Government are proposing a half empty cup. Perhaps there should be lessons on Politics in schools and then consider the voting age to be changed. 
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E United Kingdom 729,537 732,596 795,486 771,155 772,559 778,221 762,441 757,787 738,544 724,823
B Northern Ireland 25,776 26,372 25,269 24,868 24,572 24,869 24,562 24,303 23,276 22,519
E) Great Britain 703,761 706,224 770,217 746,287 747,987 753,352 737,879 733,484 715,268 702,304
& England 601,698 607,690 666,996 646,767 649,348 653,269 641,107 638,474 623,262 612,205
- 36,722 36,696 39,238 37,383 37,056 38,260 36,698 36,029 34,987 -
Isle of Anglesey 947 850 806 818 770 815 744 737 738 697
Gwynedd 1,487 1,360 1,395 1,412 1,242 1,426 1,356 1,267 1,317 1,294
Conwy 1,334 1,304 1,439 1,454 1,397 1,453 1,354 1,318 1,332 1,245
Denbighshire 1,144 1,154 1,347 1,153 1,215 1,153 1,165 1,166 1,059 1,096
Flintshire 1,943 1,891 2,027 2,008 1,892 1,917 1,813 1,864 1,730 1,751
‘Wrexham 1,684 1,659 1,599 1,614 1,575 1,532 1,566 1,525 1,546 1,512
Powys 1,569 1,555 1,780 1,656 1,706 1,622 1,615 1,701 1,522 1,421
Ceredigion 757 876 819 768 733 759 772 753 720 725
Pembrokeshire 1,514 1,390 1,642 1,478 1,535 1,543 1,520 1,483 1,431 1,423
Carmarthenshire 2,067 2,195 2,365 2,225 2,360 2,290 2,174 2,153 2,102 2,127
zﬁ:ﬁm o Swansea 2,693 2,721 2,842 2,611 2,654 2,850 2,724 2,686 2,717 2,600
Britain Wales I_l‘_’:l;tzp"“ 1,750 1,750 1,802 L 1,707 1,740 1,666 1,635 1,572 1,585
Bridgend 1,750 1,594 1,851 1,727 1,701 1,825 1,768 1,686 1,635 1,693
Xul:n(:)frgan 1,669 1,671 1,823 1,671 1,642 1,680 1,717 1,625 1,645 1,523
Cardiff 3,537 3,710 3,955 3,822 4,023 3,969 3,919 3,817 3,638 3,651
?:fondda Croo 2,994 2,962 2,937 2,836 2,825 3,004 2,785 2,830 2,631 2,632
Merthyr Tydfil 739 787 838 738 715 792 662 727 720 635
Caerphilly 2,346 2,236 2,351 2,360 2,220 2,491 2,185 2,090 2,117 2,035
Blaenau Gwent 942 884 958 913 869 831 874 829 833 758
Torfaen 1,161 1,231 1,351 1,259 1,179 1,266 1,180 1,109 1,057 998
Monmouthshire 1,093 1,089 1,361 1,277 1,191 1,345 1,127 1,141 1,128 1,109
Newport 1,602 1,827 1,950 1,866 1,905 1,957 2,012 1,887 1,797 1,763
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E United Kingdom 705,444 761,269 767,814 769,282 772,452 755,727 750,567 732,627 717,803 702,583
B Northern Ireland 25,166 27,269 24,863 24,565 24,836 24,509 24271 23,263 22,443 22,355

E Great Britain 680,278 734,000 742,951 744,717 747,616 731,218 726,296 709,364 695,360 680,228

& England 580,254 629,729 643,625 646,317 647,865 634,876 631,635 617,703 605,724 593,955
- 35919 38,878 37,354 36,971 37,990 36,508 35,901 34,798 34,042 -

Isle of Anglesey 921 877 819 770 804 756 741 747 705 688

Gwynedd 1,426 1,383 1,415 1,259 1,405 1,347 1,258 1,326 1,273 1,276

Conwy 1,323 1,428 1,442 1,360 1,431 1,335 1314 1,317 1,239 1,149

Denbighshire 1,203 1,223 1,157 1,207 1,154 1,161 1,169 1,036 1,089 1,046

Flintshire 1,956 2,048 2,024 1,898 1,917 1,820 1,859 1,744 1,743 1,701

Wrexham 1,617 1,832 1,614 1,567 1,542 1,578 1,521 1,550 1,511 1,437

Powys 1,534 1,685 1,662 1,730 1,670 1,625 1,724 1,533 1,427 1,411

Ceredigion 736 868 786 747 751 765 764 738 726 647

Pembrokeshire 1,439 1,445 1,460 1,544 1,567 1,534 1,504 1,415 1,443 1,214

Carmarthenshire 2,073 2,309 2,223 2,350 2,255 2,150 2,154 2,087 2,099 2,055

g]rin::om Swansea 2,750 2,922 2,618 2,647 2,822 2,690 2,648 2,682 2,584 2,588

GrAemA Neath Port

Britain Wales | Talbot 1,729 1,835 1,733 1,728 1,732 1,643 1,631 1,573 1,584 1,507

Bridgend 1,712 1,724 1,692 1,670 1,813 1,740 1,677 1,624 1,666 1,569

X:i:n(frgan 1,512 1,630 1,637 1,628 1,655 1,682 1,602 1,595 1,473 1,436

Cardiff 3,330 3,879 3,821 3,998 3,791 3,878 3,748 3,619 3,607 3,559

?:fondda Cozon 2,915 3,173 2,833 2,814 3,007 2,776 2,822 2,629 2,622 2,501

Merthyr Tydfil 748 874 747 708 792 669 726 703 633 626

Caerphilly 2,215 2,347 2,351 2,226 2,490 2,179 2,100 2,110 2,035 1,991

Blaenau Gwent 940 1,023 904 865 835 874 818 831 749 660

Torfaen 1,192 1,311 1,264 1,184 1,277 1,168 1,097 1,042 998 983

Monmouthshire 1,061 1,125 1,267 1,180 1,337 1,141 1,146 1,121 1,108 1,002
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