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Part 2:
Matthias Flacius Illyricus' "Clavis Scripturae" is a notable example of intellectual rigour and biblical scholarship in the history of Lutheran Reformation-era writing in the 16th century. "Clavis Scripturae" serves as a comprehensive concordance that goes beyond being a mere compilation of biblical words and references. It represents a systematic endeavour to decipher the contents of the Bible, offering a well-organized reference for both scholars and theologians. This analytical article seeks to explore the biography of Matthias Flacius Illyricus, focusing on his renowned work "Clavis Scripturae." It intends to illuminate the biblical content of his writing, and provide insights into his writing style during that period. 
Matthias Flacius Illyricus, formerly known as Matija Vlačić, was a prominent figure in the Lutheran Reformation of the 16th century. He was born in Albona, which is located in present-day Croatia, specifically in the region of Istria. After gaining recognition in intellectual and theological circles, Matthias Flacius chose to adopt the Latinized name "Matthias Flacius Illyricus." He was the youngest among his father Andrija Valacic and mother Jacobea Luciani's six children. Matthias registered at the University of Basel in 1539, where he received a scholarship in Theology and biblical study. Throughout his academic tenure, he encountered a diverse range of theological ideologies that shaped his intellectual growth and contributed to the formation of his theological perspectives.[footnoteRef:1]  Flacius was renowned for his profound theological expertise and unwavering dedication to scriptural interpretation, which greatly influenced the prevailing doctrinal landscape of his era. At the beginning of his career, he was called by the name of his birthplace, a reference that he subsequently embraced, as evidenced by his signature on his published works. For example, in one of his initial publications, he stated his occupation as "reader of Hebrew at Wittenberg."  [1:   Jill Raitt, Shapers of Religious Traditions in Germany, Switzerland, and Poland, 1560-1600, JSTOR (Yale University Press, 1981) <https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt211qw0c.5?searchText=Matthia+Flacius&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DMatthia%2BFlacius&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab4a65a64daedbfe4aa670132c42d4771&seq=1> ] 

Matthia made several notable contributions, including the publication of several biblical publications such as "Catalogus Testium Veritatis" in 1556 and "De Regno Christi" in 1557. However, he gained recognition for his most significant work, "Clavis Scripturae" (The Key of Scripture), which was completed in February 1567. The extensive concordance served as both a tool for biblical study and a demonstration of his commitment to a literal understanding of the Bible, while rejecting allegorical methods.[footnoteRef:2] The primary objective of Matthias Flacius Illyricus' seminal work, "Clavis Scripturae," is to function as a crucial tool for elucidating the contents of the Bible. Flacius' meticulous concordance, composed in the 16th-century Reformation period, showcases his unwavering commitment to crafting a comprehensive and methodical examination of the scriptures. "Clavis Scripturae" is a highly valuable tool for academics, theologians, and students as it systematically compiles and categorises every word found in the Bible, along with relevant references. In addition to serving as a concordance, the work incorporates elements of biblical chronology, offering historical perspectives that enable readers to comprehend the chronological order of events in the biblical narrative.  [2:  Jill Raitt, Shapers of Religious Traditions in Germany, Switzerland, and Poland, 1560-1600, JSTOR (Yale University Press, 1981)] 

Matthias Flacius Illyricus presents a distinctive method of interpreting and dating biblical texts in his work "Clavis Scripturae," which significantly contributes to biblical studies throughout the Reformation period. The text clearly demonstrates Flacius' unwavering commitment to interpreting the Scriptures in a strictly literal manner. He promotes a direct interpretation of the Bible, focusing on historical and linguistic contexts. The "Clavis Scripturae" is a precisely organised reference book that arranges information in alphabetical order. It serves as both a comprehensive concordance and a tool for critical analysis of biblical texts. This approach allows academics to examine the frequency and context of every word in the Bible, leading to a more thorough analysis of the text. In addition, Flacius incorporates segments of biblical chronology into his work "Clavis Scripturae," offering readers a systematic history of significant occurrences.[footnoteRef:3] The utilisation of this chronological framework, enhances the understanding of historical aspects within the Scriptures, by offering a contextual backdrop for biblical texts and promoting a more comprehensive perspective of the progressive divine scheme. In "Clavis Scripturae," Flacius exhibits a commitment to methodical analysis, precision in interpretation, and reverence for the historical development of the biblical account. [3:  Murdock, Graeme, ‘Book Review: Matija VlaÄic Ilirik (III). Proceedings of the Third International Conference on Matthias Flacius Illyricus, Labin, Croatia, 2010’, The Journal of Ecclesiastical History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 191- 
] 

Flacius continually upheld the authority of Scripture and strove to explain its contents by literal interpretation, rejecting the allegorical methods popular at his time. His theological approach focused on direct engagement with the biblical texts, history and linguistic circumstances. "Clavis Scripturae" is a physical reflection of Flacius' religious convictions, providing not only a thorough concordance but also a guide for scholars and theologians to explore the Scriptures with accuracy. His commitment to a literal understanding of the Bible, as well as the meticulous organisation of "Clavis Scripturae," contribute to a broader theological landscape that prioritises the straightforward and unambiguous interpretation of sacred scripture, which is consistent with the foundational tenets of Reformation theology.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Luka Ilic, Theologian of Sin and Grace: The Process of Radicalization in the Theology of Matthias Flacius Illyricus (Volume 225, Edition 1), Library.oapen.org (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen, 2014) <https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/48666> ] 

The writing style of Matthias Flacius Illyricus in "Clavis Scripturae" demonstrates a comprehensive and intellectual approach that is characteristic of the Reformation era. Flacius arranges the content in alphabetical order, guaranteeing accessibility and ease of use for readers. His writing is characterised by meticulousness, as he diligently catalogues every word in the Bible and provides numerous references, demonstrating a strong emphasis on precision. Flacius employs straightforward and unambiguous language, which mirrors his commitment to interpreting Scripture in a literal manner. Although the writing is academically rigorous and scholarly in nature, it also has practical utility by serving as a valuable reference tool for scholars engaged in biblical research.[footnoteRef:5] The author's opposition to allegory is clearly demonstrated by the deliberate avoidance of unnecessary difficulty, thus ensuring the work's accessibility to a broad range of readers. Flacius frequently advocated for a strict and exact reading of the Bible. He believed that the Scriptures should be comprehended in a straightforward and unambiguous manner, giving importance to the historical and linguistic context. [5:  Wade Johnston, ‘THESE ADIAPHORISTIC DEVILS: MATTHIAS FLACIUS ILLYRICUS in STATU CONFESSIONIS, 1548-1552’ (Erasmus University, Rotterdam, 2013) <file:///C:/Users/obeis/Downloads/Johnston-W.pdf>.] 

 In conclusion, Matthias Flacius Illyricus made significant contributions to theological discussions during his time, actively engaging in debates on topics such as the Adiaphoristic and synergistic controversies. His steadfast endorsement of Reformation theology and endeavours to construct a methodical comprehension of Scripture left an enduring impact on Reformation thought.[footnoteRef:6]  Flacius' primary objective is to promote a meticulous and literal understanding of the Bible, advocating for an approach that prioritises the straightforward and explicit meaning of the text while eschewing allegorical interpretations. Essentially, "Clavis Scripturae" functions as a fundamental tool that unlocks the vastness of the Scriptures, providing a structured framework for scholars to go into a more comprehensive and methodical examination of God's Word. The concordance's utility is greatly enhanced by Flacius' meticulous writing style, which is distinguished by its alphabetical arrangement, clarity, and ease of understanding. The enduring impact of Flacius' writing style in this work is evident in its perpetual significance, rendering "Clavis Scripturae" a significant addition to biblical scholarship and an essential companion for those exploring the intricate fabric of sacred literature. The author's lucid methodology enables readers to easily navigate the extensive content of the Bible, promoting effective cross-referencing and facilitating a deeper comprehension of certain passages and subjects. Moreover, the incorporation of a chronological framework enhances the work's utility by providing scholars with crucial perspectives on the historical context of biblical texts. [6:  Ilic, Luka, Theologian of Sin and Grace: The Process of Radicalization in the Theology of Matthias Flacius Illyricus (Volume 225, Edition 1), 1st edn (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2014), ccxxv 

] 
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