The Historia de Preliis by Quintin Curtius Rufus is a history of the life of Alexander the Great.[footnoteRef:1] Though its date of creation is under much speculation by scholars, it is generally considered to be written at some time in the 1st century C.E. Many scholars believe that it was written during the reigns of Emperors Augustus, Claudius, Vespasian or Caligula. J.R. Hamilton believes that it was most likely written in the reign of Claudius.[footnoteRef:2] As a Roman writer, Rufus would be writing with the intention of increasing the Roman image. Additionally, as he was writing under imperial rule, the threat of imperial punishment could also potentially warp the portrayal of Alexander the Great to fit the emperor’s ideals. The social and political views of the time and the environment that Rufus was surrounded by could also have had an impact on the people and events depicted in the Historia de Preliis. [1:  Jeffrey Henderson • Gesine Manuwald, ‘Quintus Curtius Rufus: Book VI: Chapter VI’, Loeb Classical Library, n.d. <https://www-loebclassics-com.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/view/quintus_curtius-history_alexander/1946/pb_LCL369.49.xml> [accessed 14 January 2026].]  [2:  J. R. Hamilton, ‘The Date of Quintus Curtius Rufus’, Historia: Zeitschrift Für Alte Geschichte, 37.4 (1988), pp. 445–56.] 

Rufus portrays the Amazons and their Queen, Thalestris, as being other to the expectations and views of Roman women. In his description of their clothing, he states “the clothing of the Amazons does not wholly cover the body; for the left side is nude as far as the breast,”. Kelly Olson writes that during the Roman Empire, women often wore dresses, whereas women seen as prostitutes or adulteresses wore a toga to distinguish themselves.[footnoteRef:3] Togas were primarily worn by men. Olson also mentions that Horace speaks of a togata (a woman wearing a toga in order to display her sexual deviances) wearing a “transparent Coan silk and shows her body off to the viewers”.[footnoteRef:4] The combination of Thalestris’ revealing clothing, mirroring the transparent Coan silk of Horace’s togata, and the more traditionally male portrayal of her actions and countenance, shows that Rufus believes that Thalestris is a deviant who goes against his Roman morals. [3:  Kelly Olson, ‘Matrona and Whore: The Clothing of Women in Roman Antiquity’, Fashion Theory, 6.4 (2002), pp. 387–420, doi:10.2752/136270402779615352.]  [4:  Olson, ‘Matrona and Whore’.] 

Walter of Châtillon was a French medieval author writing in the 12th century C.E.[footnoteRef:5] Châtillon’s Alexandreis was written in the late 1170s, probably completed in 1180. Châtillon, during his lifetime, came under scrutiny from his mentor, and probable lover, Guillaume des Blanches. Alexandreis was probably written to regain favour with Guillaume as the opening letter to each Book spells out Guillermus.[footnoteRef:6] Any mention of Alexander’s lovers in Alexandreis should be thought of while considering the relationship of Châtillon and Guillaume. [5:  Walter Chatillon, The Alexandreis: A Twelfth-Century Epic (Broadview Press, 2006).]  [6:  Chatillon, The Alexandreis.] 

Walter of Châtillon portrays the Amazons as valuing the physical form over the mental capacity of a soldier as shown when he states, “the simple savage mind respects and judges all according to their bodies’ beauty”.[footnoteRef:7] The years in which Châtillon was writing were during a calm period of the crusades. The crusader kings had settled within the Levant and the western opinions of these great warrior kings had become much soured with their incapability to retain their eastern lands.[footnoteRef:8] This may have shaped Châtillon’s opinions of the warrior Queen, Thalestris. She is portrayed similarly to the Crusader Kings and therefore is portrayed in a negative light.  [7:  Chatillon, The Alexandreis.]  [8:  R. C. Smail, ‘Latin Syria and the West, 1149–1187’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 19 (1969), pp. 1–20, doi:10.2307/3678738.] 

Both Rufus and Châtillon portray Thalestris negatively. Rufus appears to think that Thalestris is a sexual deviant, who is immoral and lowers her purity by her actions and dress. Whereas Châtillon seems to believe that Thalestris is too savage and fierce for a woman. Both authors are disparaging to Thalestris but do so in different ways.
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