Measure types in SPSS
Nominal
A variable can be treated as nominal when its values represent categories with no intrinsic ranking. For example the department of the company in which an employee works. Examples of nominal variables include region, zip code, or gender of individual or religious affiliation. The nominal scale can also be coded by the researcher in order to ease out the analysis process, for example; M=Female, F= Female.
Ordinal
A variable can be treated as ordinal when its values represent categories with some intrinsic ranking. For example, levels of service satisfaction from highly dissatisfied to highly satisfied. Examples of ordinal variables include a degree of satisfaction among the consumers, preference degree from very high to very low, and degree of concern towards a certain issue. Generally, it is preferable to assign numeric codes to represent the degree of something among respondents. For example 1=Highly satisfied, 2=satisfied, 3= neutral, 4= dissatisfied, 5= highly dissatisfied.
Scale
A variable can be treated as a scale when its values represent ordered categories with a meaningful metric, so that distance comparisons between values are appropriate. Examples of scale variables include age in years, income in thousands of Rupees, or the score of a student in the GRE exam. For example in a classroom of 60 students, each one would have been given GRE entrance test, and therefore Scale is used to determine the average score for the class, the highest and lowest score in the class so on and so forth.

