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Activity Plan

	Activity: “Treasure Fruit” to be done around snack time as children will be trying the different fruits. 

	Number of children: five - six (to keep a good staff:child ratio)
	Age of children: 4-5 years (reception children)
	Number of adults: one adult per 5-6 children.

	Location: Empty class/room within setting or outdoor area
	Preparation time: 30 minutes- 1 hour

	Activity time: 45 minutes – 1 hour

	Resources: 
Handmade or shop bought pirate coins (as a reward for participating in the activity and succeeding)
A selection of fruit chopped into different shapes (the treasure they are finding)
Handmade or shop bought treasure chest (for the coins and fruit to be stored in and to add that treasure feel to the activity)
Laminated number cards with the mathematical sums on (the correct answer will give them a hint to the next card till the final card tells them where the treasure is) 


	Aim/s of activity:
-To help children with their critical thinking while developing their problem-solving skills.
-To help support children in learning addition, subtraction, sizes, shapes, colors, and weight
-To help children work as a team. 

	Links to outcomes:
Mathematics as this is the main goal of the activity.
Physical as they will be walking around outside and using their fine motor skills to work out sums and lift cards.
Communication and Language as they will be discussing the answer between them as well as communicating to the adult throughout the activity. 
Social and Emotional as they interacting within a team for this activity and it could help build their confidence. 
Understanding of the world as they interacting with the outdoor environment for this activity.


	Differentiation:
· Children can dress up as pirates during the activity to give it more of a role play feel to it.
· Whole class can participate, and it can be a race to see who can find the treasure first. 
· Instead of working as a team they can go head to head for the treasure
· Fruit can be switched out for blocks if activity is taking place after snack or lunch time

	Health and safety:
Risk assessment of the outdoor area to ensure the area is safe for the activity.
Check fruit has been de-seeded to ensure all choking hazards are minimized.
Ensure knife is hidden from children to ensure no child can harm themselves or others.

	Role of adult/adults:
Ensure the safety of children during task as a risk assessment does not rule out any chance of a child hurting themselves.
Encourage the children to try the fruit instead of telling them to do so. This can be done by trying the fruit with them or comparing it to a food they like.
Support them during the problem solving as not all children will be able to understand the mathematical sum straight away and may acquire assistance.

	The activity:
-Fruit will be pre-prepared by staff carrying out activity.
- The fruit will be cut into different shapes and placed into a pre-maid treasure chest which will be hidden (preferably outdoors).
-In order to find the treasure, the children must solve 5 mathematical sums that are on laminated cards (1-10)
- There will multiple numbers to choose from but only one will have the next sum on the back till the last card gives them the map to the treasure.
-Once the treasure has been found it will be taken inside where they can then enjoy the fruit that is inside.
- whilst going through the contents of the treasure the staff will ask questions like what shape is it, what color, which is the biggest heaviest etc.
- They will then get to keep a gold pirate coin as a sign of their success to show their family and friends. 




Section 2- Evaluation
Reflecting upon my activity I learnt that if the outdoor environment is not accessible the activity cannot reach its full potential. This is due to the placing of the laminated cards which can be hard to do inside within the space of a classroom. Due to the activity taking place outside it will trigger the children’s understanding of the world and teach them how the outdoor environment can be used as a tool of learning. The children will be very active during this activity with walking around and climbing the playground apparatus to solve the mathematical sums. Most importantly from my activity the children will be benefiting greatly with their mathematics. Through the laminated sums they will challenge their addition and subtraction skills in order to discover the treasure. Once the treasure has been found the children will be tested on how well they know their colors and shapes.
The preparation and resources for my task are quick, simple and cheap but still thoroughly enjoyable for the children. From doing my activity I learnt that the length of the activity can be altered to suit the amount of time available in the setting schedule. Furthermore, in my activity it can be hard to captivate the children’s interest and attention due to unchangeable factors of the outdoors, a good example of this is when one of the children noticed a squirrel in the wooded area which caused all children to lose interest in my activity. As good as the activity plan was it was also difficult to prepare the fruit treasure and hide it without the children noticing; So in future for the activity, it would be beneficial to hide the treasure before the children arrive at the setting or to have the activity inside so all focus is on the activity. A major strength of my activity is how it supports multiple factors of mathematics as well as a wide selection of the seven areas of learning.
Before the activity is carried out it is essential to carry out a risk assessment of the area as there are multiple hazards that can be minimized to ensure the safety of the children. A risk assessment is to be done whether the activity takes place in or outdoors. As soon as the staff member is done preparing the fruit shapes the knifes should be washed and stored safely away. It is essential that all fruit is de-seeded and cut to a good size to avoid the possibility of a child choking. It would also be beneficial to have round corners on the laminated sheets to avoid the possibility of a child cutting themselves. 
When an activity is taking place outdoors a risk assessment is essential as it recognizes the dangers and hazards surrounding the children in the outdoor environment and allows practitioners to reduce the risk appropriately. It is the responsibility of the adult to risk assess before the activity then manage the risk during the activity. during this is when the adult may underestimate the child as the child will evidently make mistakes but quickly work to rectify them, ultimately contributing to their problem solving skills and critical thinking. On the other hand not all areas of development can be supported in the outdoors and this is where learning should take a balanced approach in activities taking place indoors and outdoors (Gill,T. No Date). This can be related back to the activity as not the whole activity is taking place outdoors to allow children to experience both environments but the activity has the capacity to take place in both environments. However it is essential that before this activity is carried out both the indoors and outdoors need to be furoughly assessed to ensure children’s safety and minimal distractions.

Throughout the activity it is essential for the staff to monitor the children from a short distance to ensure the children are fully captured within the activity besides being safe. It is not the adult’s responsibility to answer the mathematical sums for the children but to monitor their understanding and offer guidance if they are severely struggling. Due to their being multiple children participating they can work in unison using their problem-solving skills to figure out the sum leading them to the treasure. Once the treasure has been found it is up to the adult to encourage the children to try the different fruit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
My activity is inclusive to all as children with Additional learning needs can participate and not feel excluded from the group. This activity would also be the perfect activity to integrate special needs children into the class as they can feel included due to it being a team activity. Due to it being outside it may not be fully wheelchair accessible which may be an issue.
My activity was inspired by Montessori as Maria Montessori’s research shows that children benefit through outdoor experiences. Through her research she found that children will learn and participate better if they are doing so in an outdoor environment as they are able to use all their senses. Montessori strongly believed that learning should be approached holistically, children should interact with the environment and adults should encourage children to take responsibility for their learning. all of these beliefs are displayed within this activity where children are outdoors, taking the responsibility to find the treasure whilst covering multiple areas of the foundation phase criteria. Montessori believed that as well as children learning outdoors they should be able to lead their activities having minimal input from adults. Similar to this is Reggio Emilia’s approach where adults are seen as facilitators and the children are the initiators (Tasssoni, P).

Section 3 – Discussion
This Activity is ideal for all settings as if they can’t afford a treasure chest they can make one out of old carboard boxes which contributes to the children’s creative development. And if the cards cannot be laminated then they can just be made on thick card. Every setting’s -advantaged area may struggle with resources whereas a setting in a highly advantaged area is more likely to have the finance for the resources. 
Through the resources of the activity the chest and the laminated sheets could be a good way to demonstrate the difference between 3d and 2d shapes. A crucial thing of the activity is that it takes place outside so the outdoors can be used as resources due to their being multiple mathematical factors outside. To keep the use of resources within the setting if whiteboards are available it may be useful to use them instead as it saves card and laminating as well as cutting down preparation time. 
Within this activity it is a balance of natural and plastic resources as the fruit is natural whereas the laminated cards are not so to improve this activity to be more natural the sums could be written with chalk on the outdoor surfaces. This allows less wastage of materials and the chance to change the sums every time the activity takes place.  As the activity takes place outdoors the children will be seeing more natural landscapes rather than the manmade ones of the indoor classroom environment as well as being less confined within the activity. 
Whilst in the outdoor environment during the activity children are able to interact with their surroundings and possibly use fallen leaves (if doing activity in autumn) to help them solve the sums. For example, the sum may be 2 + 3 and to work this out children could add 2 leaves to a pile of 3 leaves before counting how much is in the pile before ultimately figuring out the answer is 5. 
Looking at wooden and natural resources it is shown that they spark creativity and excitement as plastic resources can have many limitations to their use. Natural resources give better hope and results in developing gross and fine motor skills. The outdoors is the best resource for children’s learning as it helps children develop holistically allowing them to tap into all their senses. Most importantly natural materials permit better learning in the early years as it allows children to question their surroundings and task as well as providing natural prompts for their learning. A highly beneficial trait of learning outdoors is how it allows children to encounter risk and cognitively overcome them (Kimberley, 2016). 
Frobel once said “play is the highest expression of human development” and that it is beneficial that children learn outdoors as much as possible. The outdoors provide children with a sense freedom in which they can learn without releasing it (EarlyEducation. No date). 


Section 4- Explanation
Throughout this activity the adult should not intervene with the children’s learning but instead guide them. It is however the adult’s duty to outline the task to the children and any rules that follow, such as to avoid a certain part of the outdoor area. Once the treasure has been found it is up to the adult to ensure it is shared out evenly and to encourage the children to try the different fruit. 
As practitioner status grows it becomes evident that children learn most through talking and communicating. For example instead of giving a child a sheet of paper with the questions and pictures on it is more beneficial for their understanding to sit with a practitioner and be able to feel and physically see the shape as the practitioner asks what shape it is; this method can be used for shapes, numbers, colors, mathematical symbols and more (Stevens,J). 
Within early years settings there are multiple ways of tracking a child’s progress. You can undertake an observation of them during an activity and have them sit with you whilst testing their knowledge. However, it has been shown in studies that children learn and perform better when they are learning and being tracked through an activity as in their brain it is processing as they are playing. Although with a mathematical activity it is beneficial to combine it with another area of learning to help capture the children’s attention more (Stevens, J. 2021).
Within the PACEY (2016) booklet there are eight points outlining why as a practitioner it is important to observe child progression. Not only does it allow the practitioner to find out the child’s interests with where and what children like playing with, but it also allows the practitioner to learn how a child interacts with their peers and environment. Multiple key benefits of observing children are how it monitors their emotions, learning style and characteristics, what stage of development they are at as well as specific issues they may have such as: behavioral issues, delays in learning, etc. within the booklet it lists 3 important things to remember: “Who I am doing my record keeping for? Why am I doing the observations? Do my observations reflect the child’s achievements?”
If we observe and research the Piagetian way of mathematics, we are focusing on the second stage of the four stages for this activity: The preoperational stage. The preoperational stage focuses on children aged two till seven as this is when they are beginning to talk and interact. During this stage Piaget Learnt that children’s logic has not yet developed however this when children will mostly participate in symbolic play. During this stage is when Piaget came up Egocentrism (Cherry,K. 2020). Egocentrism can be seen in this activity as children may be unable to see how their peers find the treasure and the actual treasure compared to how they do.
Looking at Vygotsky’s zones of proximal development we can relate them to this activity. the zones of proximal development are categorized zones of what the child knows and what they can learn if they are provided with the correct resources and support. Vygotsky believed that learning tasks that take place within all zones should neither be very easy or very difficult but rather perfectly balanced to allow children to stretch their understanding and knowledge of certain subjects as well as allowing them to learn new skills. The educator is a vital part for implementing the zones of proximal development in the learning area as they use the scaffolding method to ensure successful education. Scaffolding allows children to expand their cognition to understand situations better and improve on past knowledge (Hudson,T. 2013).  This can be related back to the activity as scaffolding will be prominent through the use of critical thinking, problem solving, prompts and cues (the cards with mathematical equations) and thinking aloud in order to solve the problems. This activity also pushes the children to test their mathematical knowledge but not challenging them too much so they give up. 
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