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Summary
This report provides an analysis and evaluation of the comparisons between films released between 1945 and 1955 which are themed around UFO’s and Alien Visitation. Methods included are creating graphs used to compare each year more easily for the eye to spot a pattern. All graphs can be found in the Appendices. Results from the data analysis show that films featuring UFO’s and alien visitation had little to no effect on reported UFO sightings between the years 1945 and 1955, with most years June being at the top with most reported sightings except for one year which June is tied with July. With June always having the most reported sightings, even in years without films, points to other causations.
The report finds that films did not have any direct correlation to reported sightings, and therefore need further investigation with possible non-film related causations. Recommendations discussed include:
· Other causations to examine, such as weather, time of year, boredom, stress, social influence.
The report also points to the limitation of researching films, not all films will be recorded to have been existed. Other limitations would be the reported sightings themselves, the reports would have been submitted to nuforc.org years after they happened, possibly due to there not being a database to submit to in the 1940s. But this does mean there will be some amount of human error and some mischief from some people are to be expected as there have been deliberate hoaxes made public.
Introduction
Purpose
The purpose of this report will be to look at the question posed, ‘Do films have an impact on UFO and alien sightings?’. The aims to accomplish this will be to find film releases and how they compare to the dates of alien sightings. 
Background
By looking at film releases it is quick to realise that there were scarce UFO or alien visitation films released before 1951. One film to be in fact released between 1923-1950, in 1945. It is well known that Notable UFO sightings took place in 1947 among other years such as the Roswell UFO incident and the Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting. The dates of these sightings and the start of the boom of UFO and Alien Visitation films gave rise to this report.
Method of Investigation
Websites were used to look at the range of UFO sightings in the USA, to do this the website www.nuforc.org was used as this provides a report database dating back century’s and is a predominantly USA sightings database. To look at film releases, websites such as www.imdb.com were used as they provide a reliable and useful database of film releases.


Scope
Besides film releases, this report will also take into account other possible reasons for UFO and Alien visitation sightings: boredom, stress, weather, Societal influence, time of year.
Aims and Objectives
Aims:
To examine the nuforc.org sightings database.
To examine the film history of UFO and Alien Visitation films.
To create graphs representing the combined values of both UFO reported sightings, and UFO and alien visitation film release dates.
Objectives:
To understand films impact of UFO and alien sightings in the USA.
To understand the psychology behind UFO and Alien sightings in the USA.
Methodology
To answer the research question ‘Do films have an impact on UFO and alien sightings?’, the examination of reported sightings was necessary. To do this, I used to google to identify ‘UFO reporting databases’, this led me to useful websites such as ufostalker.com but it did not list reports chronologically. Eventually, I settled on nuforc.org as it provides a very useful chronological report database dating back centuries. 
That sorts the UFO and alien sighting database. Next was the film database, on google I searched for a UFO film database and came across numerous pages all of which were incomplete lists. This eventually led me to IMDB, on this website a user (bakalarnik) had created a list of UFO and Alien visitation movies, the most complete list I could find consisting of 275 titles dating back to the end of the 19th century. I then compared multiple websites and lists to come to a more complete understanding of films and their releases and found that bakalarnik’s list on IMDB was by far the best to use for this research and didn’t miss out any films that were going to be used for this research. 
So, I have my two sources of information, I now had to decide on a timescale to use. I could see from film releases that there were rarely films about UFO and Alien Visitation before 1951, 1 film in the prior 29 years, the last film to come out before then was in 1945. Taking 1945 into account, I knew from history of the Roswell UFO incident that happened in 1947, but by using google to research notable UFO sightings I could see that in 1947 another incident happened, the Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting. The Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting was brought to my attention when my lecturer pointed a website to me (Nationalarchives.gov.uk) that showed me the Kenneth Arnold incident. 
So, I have a first film in 23 years being released in 1945, and major UFO sightings, this gave me a starting point, and seeing that a whole host of UFO and Alien visitation films arriving in 1951 gave me an ending point as well. I had decided to settle on researching between 1945 and 1955, a ten-year point which starts before yearly releases of UFO and Alien visitation film and a few years into the UFO film boom, to research sightings and how they correlate to film releases. The next point then was to graph them, I opened Microsoft Excel and made a table consisting of a year, and I made a graph that was most suited to this research in my opinion, through trial and error. My table was made up of the year and each of its months, the number of sightings per month and the amount of films per month. This way we can see if there if any direct affect from a film on the number of sightings. Therefore, I made ten graphs, one for each year and carefully analysed them to see if a pattern emerged.
Findings
To answer the research question ‘Do films have an impact on UFO and alien sightings?’ I have made graphs which present the information that I have used from nuforc.org and imdb.com. Starting in 1945: 
In the year 1945, there was only one film released (‘The Monster Strikes’), and according to the research came out after the majority of sightings that year. We can see however that the month of June has more reported sightings than any other month, tripled that of July and August. As far as sightings go, things remain very much the same in 1946:
 
We know that there was no film released in 1946 that centred around UFOs and alien invasions, but aside from films we can already see a pattern. June, again, is the month with the most sightings with twice as many reported than in September this time.
With 1947, things change, as in that year there were nationwide reports of UFOs such as the Roswell UFO incident and the Kenneth Arnold sighting.

As it can be seen in this graph, compared to the previous two years there was massive jump in reported sightings that year, mainly in June/July. This year it is July that has the most sightings. It is also worth noting that there was again, no film releases this year. Plus, if we are to look at the notable sightings that happened that year, both the Roswell UFO incident and the Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting happened in June.

In 1948, we are back with a similar pattern to the years 1945 and 1946, in which there is a huge spike in sightings in June compared to other times of the year. Seven in June dwarfs that of the next highest being 2 in August. Again, there is no film release this year, and there won’t be until 1951.

The year of 1949 has the UFO sightings a lot more spread out through out the year. This time June is still the highest but its not a landslide as June has five sightings and the next highest being August has four. No film release in 1949.

Similar to 1947, there is a huge spike of UFO sightings in June seventeen to be exact. As there is no film release this year then films are not a factor in this spike. The only notable UFO sightings in this year were the McMinnville UFO photographs which, today, are still heavily debated about, and this sighting took place in May, not June.

In 1951, we start getting the releases of UFO and Alien visitation films. Our reported sightings still follow their usual pattern, having a spike in June, although this time there were the same number of sightings reported in July which is a first. This year there were three film releases. ‘The Man From Planet X’ was released in April and did not seem to have any impact on reported sightings. In July, ‘The Thing from Another World’ was released, this is also the first year that has been researched and found that July has the same number of sightings as June. At the end of the year The Day the Earth Stood Still was released, but it looks to have had no effect on sightings.

1952 featured a similar pattern again, June being the month with the most reported sightings with over twenty this year which is more than double from last year. Similarly, there were also three films released in 1952. In January there was ‘Radar Men From the Moon’ released and for the research, made little to no difference on reported sightings. Later in the year, ‘Red Planet Mars’ was released in May, as the reported sightings in June follow every year previously it would be pointless to surmise that this film had an impact June’s reported sightings. The third film of that year was ‘Zombies of the Stratosphere’ which was released in July, the reported sightings of that year are already falling at this point, so the reported sightings would seem to indicate that the film made no difference.

In 1953, we saw a decrease in UFO sightings compared to last year. June is still the month with the highest number of sightings, but with only nine sightings is well below what has been seen in the last year. There were however, more film releases this year, with one being released in April (Invaders From Mars), one in May (Phantom From Space), and two being released in June (It Came From Outer Space, Robot Monster), This is the first time we see two films being released in the same month about UFO’s or Alien Visitation. The Last film of the year to be released was in August (The War of the Worlds). A look at this graph without looking at the others and it may be misleading as it can appear to suggest that the film released follow the pattern of sightings slightly. But we have a similar pattern With June having the most sightings and that familiar pattern of less and less sightings afterword’s, although this year there is a high number of sightings in April compared to the rest of the yearly patterns.

In this year, 1954, there were an abnormally large number of sightings in June when compared to previous years and very little sightings elsewhere. It is also the first time we have more than three films about UFOs. First film was released in January (Killers from Space) which had no effect on sightings. The next (The Rocket Man) was released in April which gave no usual change to the number of reported sightings. In May the film (Devil Girls From Mars) made no change to the expected graph, maybe added a few sightings but from previous graphs, unlikely. The second to last film that year (Stranger From Venus) was released in October and again, made no change to the graph. The last film of that year (Target Earth) was released in November with no change to the expected number of sightings.

The Last year to be looked at will be 1955, and again, June is by far the month with the greatest number of reported sightings, putting the rest of the months to shame. This year there were two films released in June this year (The Island Earth, The Beast with a million Eyes) which would look to support the research question. The other film released that year (The Quatermass Xperiment) Released in November and clearly had no impact on reported sightings, with November and December having a total of zero reported sightings.
So, to answer the research question, ‘Do films have any impact on UFO and Alien sightings?’, from the research and the comparing and looking for patterns. It seems that films had little to no impact on reported sightings. June was consistently, every year, the month with the most reported sightings in it, only once drawing with July. This shouts other causations, but not one of films. 
Discussion
Every year researched has a similar pattern, with June either having the most or one year being joint with the most reported sightings. To answer the research question, looking at the years and how their reported sightings change was important. In some years April had an unusual number of sightings compared to its normal amount, and some years September, but it is not so unusual as to be called an anomaly. From the graphs created to see the direct correlation between film releases and reported sightings, the line graph representing the reported sightings follows a similar pattern each year, and the films do not. For example, the year 1953 on graph, looks like it might well answer the research question, but this is a false correlation, this year it is coincidental that the film was released then as the reported sightings pattern follows the normal and expected route. The hypothesis posed, films have an impact on UFO sightings, has proven incorrect. The understanding on the situation of reported UFO sightings has changed. There has to be a reason why June sees such an increase in reported UFO sightings. There are a few causations that spring to mind, Weather, Time of Year, Boredom, Stress, Societal situations. But we can see clearly when looking at all the years combined, films were not a main reason for reported sightings.
Conclusions and recommendations
Conclusions
The conclusion for this research is not the one sought for, films do not have any direct influence on UFO sightings. A few of the years look like they provide answers, but when compared to the other years the months with more reported sightings are the same each year, therefore give a false correlation to the viewer. What we have found out is that the beginning of the year (up to May) and the end of the year (starting in September) in most years have very little number of sightings, whereas in the summer months of June, July, August, there is a spike in sightings. This is interesting as it was not something that was expected to be seen. This would be interesting to research in future works.
The nuforc.org website proved vital for the research and can be researched easily with details for each reported sighting, there can be issues however. People can be mischievous and make fake reports, also there may be errors to the reports such as that the reports can be made some of which up to sixty years after the sightings occurred, and they may have put the wrong month or year. Human error is to be expected. 
The imdb.com website provides accurate and reliable information about films, they provide the release date and when they were released in other countries, very reliable. There may be movies missing of off the database that simply have not been added.
Recommendations
In future work it might be beneficial to look at another period of sightings, perhaps later in the 20th century. In other future works it would be beneficial to look at other causations for the spike of sightings in June, some of which can be looked at in future may be: boredom, Societal situations, weather, time of year, stress, children not in school, more people on holiday (more planes). All of these may provide a pivotal insight into why there is a growth of reported sightings in June and would be an interesting research project to see if there are an influence there.
The significance of this report is highlighted in the summer months, apparently you are more likely to see a UFO in July/June than at any other time of year, which can be useful for anybody who really wants to up their chances of seeing a UFO.
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