In this assignment we will be critically analysing and outlining the police’s response to public and order and community policing issues. We will be discussing the different elements that go into the police’s decision making when responding to these issues and the type of guidance they tend to refer to when facing these issues. This assignment will include the different public order and community challenges that the police have to deal with as well as the strategies that they employ to solve these issues and will critically analyse just how effective these strategies are when applies to some of these problems that they face. It will also go into detail explaining the types of legislative framework that they follow regarding some of these issues such as the public order act 1996 in the Uk as well some framework from outside the UK such as the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). We will also be applying some critical perspectives throughout the assignment based off feedback from the public and other organisations about some of the police’s practises and methods when they are tasked with dealing with some of these challenges. Towards the end of this assignment, we will be able to prepare a conclusion regarding whether or not the strategies and legislative frameworks that are currently in place to help support the police are effective in their objectives to help the police maintain order and whether these different methods receive positive feedback from the public and are trusted by them. The thesis for this assignment is that the police do employ an effective range of strategies and methods to respond to public order and community issues and during the conclusion we will hopefully be able to substantiate this thesis by using all the research and information gathered throughout the assignment.


Firstly we will begin by discussing the legislative framework that the police refer to when attempting to perform their duties in maintaining public order and nurturing community relations. The first important piece of legislation known as the Public Order Act 1986 is put in place in order to ‘’abolish the common law offences or rioting, unlawful assembly and affray as well certain statutory offences when dealing with public order.’’ (Public Order Act 1986). What this basically means is that the act serves a as way to give the police the power and authority to address certain forms of public disorder as well as some demonstrations at their discretion in order to manage them and make sure they do not become a more serious issue for the public or the police to deal with. This is further substantiated when we take a look at an official publication by (UK parliament, n.d) which states that ‘’The Public Order Act 1986 gives the police the power to impose conditions on the way in which public processions and assemblies are conducted.’’ The Public Order Act 1986 has been seen as not enough by some quite recently however and in June 2023 there was even a draft debate regarding the Public Order Act 1986 and it’s regulations in which it was stated ‘’in response to Just Stop Oil, the government has introduced secondary legislation which would lower the threshold for what kind of protests are classed as serious disruption.’’ (House of Lords library,2023). These new regulations would mean that the police would basically have the power to enforce their powers in instances where certain public assemblies or protests would be demonstrated in a manner that was not seen as majorly disruptive and the proposal to apply these new regulations was dismissed in the end but it still shows that some believe that the current legislation does not grant the police enough power to deal with these public order situations.
 

The 2nd Piece of legislation related to the police that we will be taking a look at will be the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) which also serves as from of guidance for police officers and to ensure they do not abuse their powers in their course of their duties to restrict or nullify the individual human rights of others. An example of a piece of ECHR legislation that the police must follow would be article 5 of the European convention on human rights which revolves around the police’s ability to make preventive arrests and as stated by (A.Lach. 2021) ‘’Preventive arrests may take place when, during the proceedings, it is established that the person suspected of committing a crime may commit another crime in the future.’’ This basically means that the police do have the power to temporarily breach an individual's human right such as their liberty if there is a justifiable cause for the breach such as a preventative arrest to ensure there is no chance of further crimes being perpetrated. Some examples of where Article 5 of the ECHR could be used are the following ‘’the lawful detention of a person after conviction by a competent court or for reasonable suspicion of committing a crime or intention to commit a crime.’’ (European Court of Human Rights, 2023). A real-world example of article 5 of the ECHR being put into use could be seen in the case of (Ostendorf V Germany, 2013) in which ‘’the detainee had attempted to organise an act of violence against rival football fans in which the Police arrested him to prevent the carrying out of the offence.’’ Article 2 which also falls under legislation issued by the European Convention on Human Rights covers the right to life and is an especially important piece of guidance that the police are obligated to follow as it basically states that ‘’Everyone's right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution from the court following his conviction.’’ (European Court of Human Rights). this essentially means that no matter the crime or who the offender is they have a right to life and that right will remain unless it is decided elsewise in a court of law in the case of something specific like a death penalty being issued to the offender due to a majorly serious offence being committed. The next Articles that needs to be mentioned that is also part of the ECHR legislation are articles 10 and 11 which deliver a set of guidance for the police to follow such as ‘’Everyone has the right to freedom of expression and the right of freedom of assembly and association of others as well as the right to exercise these freedoms’’ (Joint Committee on Human Rights, 2021, p.15). These freedoms can be challenged or restricted by the police however if ‘’the police can show that their actions are lawful, necessary and proportionate’’ (Equality and Human rights commission, n.d.) which means that in the event of potential public disorder or crimes being committed or if the safety of others is threatened then the police have the right to take action and restrict the aforementioned rights belonging to articles 10 and 11 of the ECHR. 


Next we will be discussing the variety of different challenges that the police are tasked with dealing with in the pursuit of duties of dealing with community and public order issues. The first challenge that we will be mentioning is policing in diverse communities in the context of ethnic and culturally diverse communities specifically. Some specific issue that police tend to have to deal with when policing these diverse communities involve an inability to relate to some of these unfamiliar cultural norms and values that some of these communities hold which may make it difficult to integrate with some of these more diverse communities and make it more difficult to establish friendly relationships between them and the police. Another challenge that the police face which is especially prevalent in modern day society involves resource allocation to more impoverished and diverse communities which may make it especially difficult for police to deal with as not only will they be met with the challenges of lack of resources to deal with issues in these less fortunate communities but they will also likely be met with resentment by some inhabitants in these communities themselves which is substantiated by an article published from America which is known to have a diverse multitude of communities from all different backgrounds stated ‘’residents from both black and white middle class neighbourhoods have more favourable attitudes and experiences of the police than do their lower class counterparts.’’ (Weitzer, R, n.d, p.130).  Another complex challenge that may come with policing these diverse communities can sometimes be collaboration with agencies such as mental health organizations, social services or immigration/deportation authorities require a good set of communication skills between these agencies to avoid creating even more problems later down the road. Another challenge that police may face when responding to public order and community related issues actually involves the balancing of citizen rights and safety as an officer should be required to be able to distinguish which of the 2 holds more importance when in certain situations similar to how they have the power to restrict a person individual right if there is provocation or cause to do so they must be able to understand when the right time to do so is or elsewise risk backlash or a decrease in community trust and relations in the future. Another problem that may be found in the police may involve the recruitment or retention of officer who are actually interested or skilled in certain aspects of community and public order policing such as actually having good communication skills and the ability to use them in a multitude of different community related issues.



Another key and integral part of the police responding to community and public order issues are the strategies that they actually decide to employ when faced with these issues which we now be covering. The biggest cause of public order and community disturbances that plague the police usually stem from a lack of trust and built up relations between the public and the police themselves which is why it’s so important that they refer to strategies based off of guidance from the standard of policing known as ‘policing by consent’ which is a form of policing that ‘’refers to the power of the police  coming from the common consent of the public as opposed to the power of the state’’ (House of Lords library, 2023) this essentially means that when the police are interacting with the public they must try to use reasoning and persuasion and only resort to violent methods or use of force when all else fails, by following this standard model of policing the police are able to retain positive relations with the vast majority of the public while adhering to their duties of protecting the public from harm as well as preventing criminal offences from occurring or dealing with offender after and offence has been committed.


To conclude after carrying out this research and ivestigating all the different aspects of a police officer's role and how they respond to public order and community issues we can now determine that while the police do have the difficult and challenging duty of having to manage the wellbeing of the public and uphold the law while also having to protect the individual rights that every citizen is entitled that it’s important they refer to all the different sets of training and legislative framework that is at their disposal in order to help them to adapt and strive to achieve a healthy trusting relationship between themselves and the public. We can now also determine the value and importance of the different powers and strategies that the police make use of as well as their decision making skills which must allow them to be able to make use of their legal obligations as protectors of the public as well as community expectations which they rely on so heavily in order to help them perform their duties with less challenges and complications. We can also conclude that the police must continue to evolve and integrate new methods and practises of policing while also engaging with community feedback and community policing to meet the everchanging expectations that the police must deal with and that effectiveness in policing relies on their adherence to these key principle and standards of policing.
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