To what extent did Abraham Lincoln’s views on Slavery change in the period between his debates with Stephen A Douglas in 1858 and his proposing of the 13th Amendments to the US constitution (1865) 

 Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States played an immensely important role in the introduction of the US constitution’s thirteenth Amendment, which rendered slavery illegal in America. Lincoln first came to public prominence in 1858, and in the process of his attempts to be elected Senator of Illinois, he engaged in debates with his chief rival for the position, Stephen A Douglas, which generated widespread attention. Throughout these debates slavery was a central focus. Despite this early occurrence of this issue, it was approximately seven years before the amendment was established in 1865. It is the purpose of this paper to discern whether within this time period Lincoln’s views on slavery may have changed or whether his mind-set on the matter remained the same when he was proposing the amendment as it was during the debates. A detailed overview of Lincoln, tracking his recorded thoughts and actions throughout this relatively short time period would provide a valuable procedure for clarifying this aspect of history. 
One consistency in Lincoln’s mind-set was his opposition to popular sovereignty[footnoteRef:1]. This concept encompassed the idea that for each state that was free of slavery, another would contain it, thereby half of America’s states could ban slavery while the southern half could continue with it. Contrary to this, Lincoln’s mind-set showed a clear preference for the complete dominance of one consistent practice throughout America. During the intently argued debates against popular sovereignty, Lincoln maintained that it was an unsustainable source of division in America[footnoteRef:2].  His view was that America would have to go one way or another, preferably in favour of abolition. He argued for this immediately prior to the debates[footnoteRef:3] and he stuck to this view during the debates as well. Once this perspective is understood, it is easier to understand his role in the later implementation of the emancipation proclamation and his advocacy for the inclusion of the thirteenth amendment. His actions here do seem to suggest that his mind-set did not alter substantially in the ensuing years. After all the emancipation proclamation removed slavery from the south where it predominated, and the objective of the amendment was to redirect America to one consistent direction, specifically in the form of abolition, which brought about an unambiguous end to popular sovereignty, as an integral part of the process. All of this seems to indicate that his ideas about slavery in America remained consistent in this period.   [1:   The complete works of Abraham Lincoln, proceedings from With malice towards none The Life of Abraham Lincoln, ed by Norton Garfinkle (Great Britain, W. J Mackay, 1959) pp 15-16]  [2:  N Garfinkle p 150]  [3:  B. P Thomas, Abraham Lincoln, (15 Bedford Street London, W.C.2, Eyre & Spottiswoode Ltd).pp 116-117] 

Nonetheless, the Emancipation Proclamation came about in a context that Lincoln did not necessarily have in mind at the time of his debates with Douglas. The proclamation was issued within the American Civil War, with the intention that it applied to the secessionist states[footnoteRef:4] in order to try and undermine them. It has also been taken to be an attempt on Lincoln’s part to try and recruit former slaves into the Union war effort[footnoteRef:5] and thereby increase the potential for a military victory. So, this would mark a development in his views since the senate election debates. It would seem that in introducing it, he was aiming to rid America of the factor that had originally triggered the war[footnoteRef:6]. As the civil war did not start until 1861,  it is therefore most unlikely that he would have already been considering these factors at that point. Likewise, it is very unlikely he would be considering how he could use slavery’s destruction to further build up a unionist army to save America, as the scenario where he would need to seriously consider such matters it had not occurred at this point. Therefore, it can inferred that his views changed in this period.    [4:  B.P Thomas, p 234]  [5:  Stephen. B Oates, With malice toward none The Life of Abraham Lincoln, (United States and Canada, Harper & Row, Publishers Inc) p 309]  [6:  Oates, p 308] 

Lincoln, during his debates with Douglas, argued that slaves possessed rights just like all other men, which were denied to them by slavery. Predominantly this included the right to receive the results of what they had earned in their work and not to be deprived of it by others[footnoteRef:7]. None of his later actions indicate that this view of his had in any way altered. Rather, he continued to show a clear distaste for slavery and he actively worked to bring about slavery’s extinction. When Lincoln was reflecting on the previous four years of civil war during a speech to a delegation, he expressed confusion at the idea of men asking God for help in enriching themselves by robbing others of any reward of their work whatsoever[footnoteRef:8]. In both cases he even used exactly the same metaphor of bread being the denied[footnoteRef:9] reward[footnoteRef:10]. This happened shortly after the passing of the thirteenth amendment, so it can be assumed that his views did not change drastically in the relatively short timespan in between the two events. This suggests a strong consistency in his views throughout this period. [7:  N. Garfinkle pp 14-15]  [8:  S.B Oates, p 411]  [9:   N. Garfinkle pp 14-15]  [10:  S.B Oates, p 411] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
During the debates, Lincoln very strongly pushed forward the idea that a conspiracy existed that was seeking for slavery to be spread far beyond the southern states and into the entire nation[footnoteRef:11]. This was one of his arguments against popular sovereignty. Not long after being elected President, Lincoln, from the perspective of this view, maintained that the compromise measures devised to try and prevent civil war were secretly purposed for the aim of spreading slavery nationwide[footnoteRef:12]. However, the clear acts of secession in the American Civil War would have made it extremely difficult to continue with this interpretation that the pro-slavery body was trying to nationalise slavery. After all, it was the faction supporting slavery who were actively leading the attempt to separate the slavery region from the rest of the American Union where slavery was mostly banned.  That Lincoln stopped making references to this idea from that point onwards, especially given that he had so extensively promoted the idea at the senate race, would seem to suggest that he longer believed the slavery spreading conspiracy to still be functioning.   [11:  B.P Thomas, p 117]  [12:   S.B Oates, p 199] 

At the Senate election debates, Lincoln clarified his vision of how the slaves should live once freed after claims emerged that he was in favour of racial equality for the liberated, which in this time was a controversial outlook and thereby it posed a political problem for him to viewed as thinking along such lines. Rather he made it clear that he held the opposite view, believing that slavery should be replaced with a system whereby the freed slaves should still lack the same social and political status as whites[footnoteRef:13] and he was in particular opposition to the concepts of interracial marriage and blacks holding positions and offices as well as their being required to do jury duty[footnoteRef:14]. Throughout his presidential career and the civil war, Lincoln, with one reluctant exception, seemed to hold consistently to most of his own ideas about what a post-slavery America should look like.  [13:  N. Garfinkle pp 14]  [14:  N. Garfinkle pp 18] 

One of the most prominent shifts in Lincoln’s views is apparent in the means by which he planned to end American slavery, from a long-term policy of containment to an immediate emancipation. At the debates he stated that he was not planning to interfere with slavery, as he put it[footnoteRef:15]. Rather, he claimed his desire was to restrict its growth in America and thereby put it on the path to extinction[footnoteRef:16]. At the very start of his presidency in 1861 he was determined not to affect southern slavery directly[footnoteRef:17]. Within a year, this viewpoint had changed to the extent that he was planning to approve an immediate liberation of slaves[footnoteRef:18] with the Thirteenth Amendment further demonstrating this change. Although Lincoln in all likelihood already liked the idea[footnoteRef:19] of emancipation, on account his pre-existing loathing of slavery, the change in policy, from Lincoln’s own writing, came about because he believed that it would help to save the union[footnoteRef:20]. At the end of the civil war, Lincoln himself openly stated that he no plans to directly and immediately remove slavery until events drove him into that position[footnoteRef:21].  [15:  N. Garfinkle p 14]  [16:  N. Garfinkle p 15]  [17:  B.P Thomas, PP 159-160]  [18:   M. Perman, Major Problems in the Civil War and Reconstruction, (Canada: D.C Heath and Company) p 353 ]  [19:   J. Keegan, The American Civil War, (Random House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1v 2SA: Vintage 2010,2009)  p 169]  [20:   M. Perman p 356]  [21:  B.P Thomas p 327] 

Overall, there was a large degree of consistency in Lincoln’s views, which is apparent in the fact that throughout this period he was planning the extinction of slavery. This can be seen in the debates, where his clear desire to prevent it spreading to the new American territories, so it would eventually die out is apparent[footnoteRef:22]. At the beginning of his presidency he remained completely and absolutely opposed to slavery spreading, which taking in account his earlier statements, shows that he was still trying to keep it on the path of extinction[footnoteRef:23]. The Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment further demonstrate the consistency of Lincoln’s goals in regard to the elimination of slavery in this period, as the former set the stage for slavery being wiped out within the rogue southern states in the event of a Unionist victory while the latter not only enshrined its illegality altogether but also prevented it from being later reversed by another government. In effect, it is evident that while there are significant changes, Lincoln persisted in pursuing the same overall goal in regard to slavery.  [22:   N. Garfinkle   p 15]  [23:   B.P Thomas, P 149] 

One area where Lincoln’s views changed was on the matter of whether or not the former male slaves should receive suffrage after their liberation. At the senate election debates, when explaining what sort of system he wanted in place of slavery, Lincoln, while continuing to voice his opposition to slavery, also made it very clear that he was still was opposed to the idea of allowing the liberated blacks to actually be able to vote[footnoteRef:24]. By the time of the immediate aftermath of the thirteenth amendment passing there was a change on the matter. While this action did occur after the passing of the proclamation, it occurred so soon afterwards, that it can be inferred that in all probability his views did not drastically change within such a short period of time. With that in mind it is worth noting that Lincoln actually agreed to approve a bill that would have granted voting rights to all black males, albeit because he thought that the bill would defend his control over reconstruction rather than any enthusiasm for the idea itself [footnoteRef:25].  Even taking that into account, it was a major development since the debates. [24:  N. Garfinkle p 18]  [25:  S.B Oates, p, 407   ] 

One perspective held by Lincoln that showed no signs of changing throughout this time period was his firm belief that the early leaders of post-independence America were planning to set up slavery for eventual extinction. At the senate race debates, he constantly pushed the theory, claiming that past leaders such as James Madison, Thomas Jefferson and George Washington had been trying to set slavery to die a natural and gradual death at a later time by containing within certain states, and that they had actively worked to prevent it from spreading to any states in which it did not already exist[footnoteRef:26]. All throughout the period up until the passing of the thirteenth amendment, Lincoln did not show any signs of changing his mind or his interpretation of what constituted their slavery policy and from that it can be inferred that he was certain of the correctness of his interpretation about their motives, goals and intentions. [26: N. Garfinkle, p 15] 

Lincoln’s views ended up changing in a particularly drastic way on one matter, this being his various controversial colonisation schemes for former slaves such as the Chiriquí project[footnoteRef:27]. Lincoln put forward this view as early as the senate debates where he quoted one of his earlier speeches about sending all freed slaves to Liberia in order to explain what his slavery views were[footnoteRef:28]. Well into the civil war he still maintained that ideally, the slaves in America should move to a foreign land such as central America’s Chiriquí region[footnoteRef:29] , the idea being that they would set up colony in this foreign land. This idea came from belief that blacks in America would never be welcome by large sections of the populace and since the question of their enslavement triggered the war, he hoped they would leave[footnoteRef:30].  At first there was gradual change, switching to a Haiti possession when Chiriquí got dragged into land dispute and its coal was shown by scientific testing to be worthless[footnoteRef:31]. Lincoln’s views on colonisation then changed to the extent that he concluded that the whole scheme was fundamentally unworkable and that it would be better to try improving race relations[footnoteRef:32]. [27:  N. Garfinkle, p 313]  [28:  N. Garfinkle, p pp 13-14]  [29:  N. Garfinkle, p 312]  [30:  N. Garfinkle, p 312]  [31:   B.P Thomas, p 236]  [32:   B.P Thomas, pp 236-237] 

[bookmark: _Hlk499840765]Lincoln’s view on one particular slavery topic, the Dred Scott decision, remained notably consistent throughout this entire time period. This was a US Supreme Court decision over a slave, Scott, who had been taken to an area where slavery was outlawed and then argued that he should be freed. Instead the court ruled that Negros had no rights and that slaves, as property, could be not interred with[footnoteRef:33]. Lincoln made his hostility to this outcome very clear at the debates, stating that the Dred Scott decision would result in the spread of slavery[footnoteRef:34] and argued that the decision would ultimately create a situation whereby the spread would extend to non-slave states later on[footnoteRef:35]. While he did not reject the legality of it, there was no evidence that Lincoln, at any point in this period, came to consider it anything but a bad decision that needed lawful reversing. Many of Lincoln’s later decisions as ruler generally went about legally undermining the ruling. The Thirteenth Amendment in particular, in effect, invalidated the ruling outright by making slavery illegal in America and counted as a major rejection of ideas promoted in the court conclusion, again showing consistency.  [33:  B.P  Thomas, pp 111-112]  [34:  N. Garfinkle, p 16]  [35:  N. Garfinkle, pp 23-24] 

Overall, Lincoln’s views about slavery remained consistent throughout this period of time although there were still some changes with the civil war being a significant factor in their shifts. The consistency he demonstrates can be summarised as his opposition to slavery, his understanding of they were being denied the bread of their work and that it was a disruptive force to the nation. That said, there was changes in views, largely in response in reaction to the outbreak of civil war, which was something that he not considered during the debates, his abandonment of his focus on slavery spreading conspiracy and recruiting freed slaves for the war effort being examples of this. In essence, Lincoln’s views on slavery itself did not change to a significant degree but the civil war radically changed how he decided to deal with it, from imagining a gradual destruction of the issue by containment to more immediate and outright removal.
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