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Reflective account of my experience and learning to date
Construction and Materials 
In building materials, I learnt a lot about different materials used in construction like concrete and steel. Concrete, for example, is made up of three basic components, which are water, aggregates, and cement. Further research and reading on the internet on this has given me more knowledge on the many types of aggregates and different water/cement ratios which all affect the final concrete mix, each with their own advantages and disadvantages. I also learnt about concrete curing and how if not cured properly it can lead to cracking. I was also taught about other materials like steel, plastics and timber, for example, their properties, durability, advantages and disadvantages of using these materials in construction. 
I have been using the Construction Handbook (by Roy Chudley) which I have found to be one of the most useful sources of knowledge as it explains site investigations, foundations, cavity walls and a lot more, which are relevant pieces of information for my assignments.
Surveying
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the start of the year I attended the field trip to St Fagan’s where I was given a building in the area to log as much detail about the building as possible. This was done in a group which helped me develop teamwork skills as we used measuring equipment in difficult to access places. In my Digital Surveying module, I learnt about the different types of surveying equipment such as a laser tape, measuring wheel, tripod, measuring staff and electronic level. I also learnt how to set them up appropriately and how to read the measurements correctly. For example, on the measuring staff I was initially reading the measurements wrong as I was reading measurements based on the top cross hairs and not the middle ones. I learned that these pieces of equipment can be used in levelling methods such as the collimation method & the rise and fall method.
Researching the history of surveying and the tools used from ancient times up till now for one of my assignments has been very interesting. I have gained knowledge on how ancient Egyptians, Greeks and Romans used to use tools for surveying. Some of these tools have been modified over the years and are being used nowadays, like the theodolite and levelling tools. It was also very interesting to read about modern equipment used nowadays like photogrammetry and LiDAR technology, which uses light in the form of a laser to detect the range from the Earth, this involves the use of drones.
CAD
Since I started the building surveying course, I have found it really interesting and have gained a lot of knowledge. I have learnt a lot about CAD and the basic tools and concepts on the AutoCAD software. I developed my skills on how to use the appropriate tools correctly on AutoCAD in my free time by practicing making buildings and experimenting with various tools, which made me more confident when I had to draw floor plans and elevations for my assignment. I also learnt about conventions and why they are important in industry in lectures. Upon further reading and research, I learnt about the use of different line conventions to communicate different features of a building on drawings like dashed lines depicting something hidden from view or thick solid lines depicting a section cut. In addition, on the AutoCAD software I learnt about hatching which displays different textures like brick or wood to communicate drawings in more detail. Different plans have different scaling, for example, site plans which are used to show the boundaries of a property or land usually use a scale of 1:1250 / 1:500, floor plans use 1:100 / 1:200, site section plans use 1:200 / 1:500 while section plans use 1:20 / 1:50, and detail sections use 1:5 / 1:10 and finally elevations use 1:100 / 1:50.   I also learnt the importance of adding clear annotations and symbols to my work because when I will be working with other people on a project, they need  to have clear instructions and sketches to show how the work should be done. 
Written Skills
I have gained a better understanding on the types of reports: oral, written, formal, informal and analytical. To give a good report I need proper preparation and planning, collection and handling of information, as well as better writing and revising.
I learnt about how to avoid copying other people’s work with the acknowledgment of plagiarism, referencing and how to generate in-text citations and list all sources used for assignments, citations within assignment and bibliography by using Harvard referencing. In general, the author’s surname and first initial, publication year in brackets, title of source are the main format of books/ articles/ journals/ websites and any other sources and other information, if available should be added. This can vary slightly between sources. Listing the references at the end of the assignment should be listed alphabetically. 

Strengths 
I believe my strengths are that I am a fast learner for example I was unfamiliar with the AutoCAD software and was given a difficult building to do for my CAD assignment and although I was quite worried that I would not be able to do many of the detailed and intricate parts of the drawing, I managed to adapt and overcame this quite quickly by practicing and gaining knowledge about the different tools. 
Weaknesses 
I am not quite able to organise myself properly in regard to scheduling and time management. I tend to think I have enough time to get my assignments done but later realise that time is running out and start to rush slightly to get my work done. To overcome this, I need to make an organised timetable or schedule of work to be able to know what I’m doing in a structured way.
I also have a lack of hands on experience which is another weakness. This can put me at a disadvantage to being able to learn the practical side of the job and means I have a lack of working with colleagues in the industry. I have tried at the start of the academic year to contact a few surveyors at the start of the year to get practical experience, however, I was not able to find anyone willing to give me the time to let me shadow or work for them. However, I have recently managed to find a surveyor that has some projects in Swansea and London and is willing to take me on. 
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