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Introduction

We currently live in a society where we are surrounded by technology.  The technology world has expanded incredibly, this means that it has made life much easier to an extent where life has picked up pace and the process and become simpler by saving time and improving efficiency and productivity (Atkinson and Castro, 2008). The advanced age, driven by the appearance of network computing, the Web, and versatile gadgets has included an completely modern layer of both opportunity and challenges. The capacity to communicate, trade data, and collaborate over space and time has given us modern shapes of instruction and working, modern sorts of (virtual) association, and the reconfiguration of markets (Ragnedda, 2018). This in turn has spurred innovation across different sectors of the economy.   
Technology is changing everyday, new tools are introduced for better studies and work related.  Following recent covid pandemic, people where in lock down in their own homes and technology was the only hope they could have contact with the outside world. They were studying or working from home on their computers while others used facebook, whatsapp or even mobile devices to communicate with their loved ones.  Children had online schooling while been in lock down at home. Technology has made learning much easier.  The government has opened so many institutes for people want to learn technology (Nuere and De Miguel, 2021).  Further reports suggests that technology is the best source and It has improved our lives so much. There is online study courses for people who cannot go out of their home due to health problems, people with disability and having problems working outside their homes people with children. This technology has helped people in many ways. 

This research report focuses on the students of UWTSD and the different digital tools that were used to collaborate with peers. This topic covers how we used internet resources to research our information and how we used research methods to find out how we were going about finding the results and achieving the goals we had set out to do. Interviews were directed and responses were collected through a student questionnaire. Their report will also cover the result and analyse them in the discussion. All the findings will be examined in the conclusion section of this research.Proposed Methods 


Research design (Research question, methods, ethical consideration)
What digital tools are used in UWTSD to collaborate?

In recent years, digitisation has gripped all areas of human activity, including innovation. The result of digitizing existing design and collaboration tools and introducing entirely new digital tools is a far more functional shift in innovation than previous generations of tools enabled. It affects not only the quality of the output and the speed of its generation, but also the innovation work itself, changes work content, cooperation patterns, decision-making powers, organizational structures, governance structures, company boundaries, and education authorities (Sadowski,2020). Statistics illustrating how fast technology is growing over the years have shown breakthrough technologies from all aspects of life. Experts predict that more is to come. There are around 1.35 million tech start-ups worldwide. The number of smart devices collecting, analysing and sharing data is projected to reach 50 billion by 2030. The global Internet penetration rate in 2022 is around 63%. The computing and processing capacity of computers reaches double digits every 18 months. By 2025, the world will produce 463 exabytes of data. By 2030, 500 billion devices will be connected to the internet. 5 billion people use the internet (Bulao, 2020). There is so much research in today's technology around the world. There are so many tools used for collaboration and is getting more and more advanced as we go on. There are different kinds of designs to research on the internet and many to choose from.  The data can be collected through literature, experience, focus group, and case study analysis (Mohajan, 2018). As the data is collected, the hypothesis develops. Experimental research design is used when more than one variable is involved. Collected data is checked against mean, mode, median, standard deviation, etc. to check reliability. Data validation is important to develop because variables can be changed. If the data exist, the hypothesis is developed and better than descriptive techniques (Bakker, 2018).

Proposed Method:
 This collaborative research project was conducted in a classroom to determine the impact of digital web-based tools. The digital tools, questions were used by the students to help them identify the difference between productive and non-productive questions and to support them in answering their own productive questions. While the results showed results in terms of student learning outcomes, the iterative and reflective nature of the research cycle allowed students to make digital technology choices based on a formative assessment in the research cycle in order to choose the digital tools that work best in th context fit specific learning environment. These results provide further support for the use of collaborative research as a means of helping students choose the right digital tools to meet student learning needs. Research is scientific when the methods used are reproducible and the data obtained are valid. The most significant difference in research methodology concerns the extent to which the research uses quantitative or qualitative methods. It is suggested that quantitative research is primarily deductive in nature while qualitative research is inductive. An analogy is drawn from the theory of control systems, in which quantitative research is like an open-loop system, while qualitative research has the elements of a closed-loop feedback system. It is noted that neither method is necessarily more scientific than the other.
The proposed method used was a questionnaire which asked the different questions about using different collaboration tools at UWTSD, where the participants went through the different collaboration tools and then decided on which tools they most preferred to use at UWTSD and conducted a survey on the likes and dislikes of the students and asked whether they strictly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree to the statements. A questionnaire was then created and were asked questions in the questionnaire.

1.	Which tools are most used at UWTSD
2.	Which tools are preferred by students at UWTSD 
3.	Which tools are least used by students at UWTSD 



Ethical considerations
It is common for starting experts to experience conflicting feelings when embarking on their first major research task. During initial conversations with peers or collaborative project, queries, addressed are the nature and scope of the research question, the methodological tools used to collect data, and the ease with which entry into the research area is possible. The research paradigm that will be used is also an important point to clarify during these early stages of scoping. Similarly, distinctions between methodology and methods should be understood so that the novice researcher is aware of basic research terms and concepts. Understanding the terminology of academic research is thus an important first step when embarking on an academic inquiry. Acknowledging what creates ethical research, in in addition to comprehending scientific research discussion, is an essential part of planning a research project. This section is based on the topic of ethics in research. This is the research area of ethical consideration. At all times, the researcher should ensure that participants are safe from harm and are not subjected to unnecessary stress.
When carrying out the questionnaire we had informed consent by the participants, therefore we asked students if they would like to participate in the questionnaire.  The students also had the right to withdraw from the questionnaire whenever they wanted, there was no obligation and we made sure they were aware of it.  They also had a right to know what they are participating in. The survey was anonymous therefore the participant remained confidential. Confidentiality is keeping individuals’ information safe and private and treated with most respect. Protecting the privacy of study participants is a core tenet of research ethics. We also balanced the quantity of handling the data rather than then the quality. We looked at how to handle the quantity and we left it to ten people as it made it easier to focus on a small group.  It is important to use data for research purpose only. 


Results
Everyone who took part did so voluntarily, and no one was forced to do so. They participated voluntarily. The study found that using all collaboration tools at UWTSD which was the most used tool by students. According to the findings, the most used collaboration tools at UWTSD were Moodle and outlook, while WhatsApp and Microsoft teams were the least frequently used. Overall, we were pleased with the outcome and weighed the options. We learned how to create a questionnaire and then finalise the results, as shown in the graph below.
The graph below shows how that ten participant took part in the survey and answered the questions then ticked the boxes.  Six people strongly agreed with WhatsApp and four people agreed.  All ten participants strongly agreed with Moodle. Seven people strongly agreed with Ms team and three agreed. Nine people strongly agreed with outlook and 1 agreed. It showed that the survey tool was Moodle used most at UWTDS.






Discussion
The focus on group discussions is often used as a qualitative approach to gain an in-depth understanding of societal problems. The method aims to obtain data from a deliberately selected group of individuals rather than a statistically representative sample of a broader population. Although the application of this method in conservation research is extensive, there is no critical evaluation of the technique's application.
The ten participants took place with their own free will and could leave at any time even if they decided not to participate in the questionnaire.  The participants were given the questionnaire to read and then they agreed and carried on with the research task.  We then discussed how we were going to carry out the survey with proposed methods and then researched the method. were made.  We asked the participants if they had any questions before we started with the task, there were no questions.  

Conclusion
To conclude, digital tools are playing a massive role in society and are becoming increasingly well-known. A survey was conducted, and the method proposed was quantitative approaches taken for data collection. With the outcome of our research method used most students had responded that they prefer to work with Moodle and use the outlook for collaboration with peers and the least being MS
 teams. These digital tools are very important in our lives and help us to interact and take in important information needed. When investigating digital skill research, we found out with ongoing technology everything is going at a fast pace and people are getting more advance with technology. It plays a very important part in our lives, making our lives easier and more comfortable in our own homes, at schools and work and even outside. Especially with communication.
We learned that without research methods we would not have answers to our questions. Research enabled us to gather data for us to have information that we can withdraw and bring together to form out findings and discussions. Without group discussions we would not come to a conclusion or any results.  Ethical consideration is vital when carrying our research as it allows the participants to feel comfortable in participating in research and discussions as they will remain anonymous, and no information will be leaked out. Keeping participants identity confidential will allow them to answer with honesty as they know they will not be judged. The research have shown the importance of following ethical considerations when carrying out research. 

Research allows researchers to acknowledge how effective the tools in place are. For example, we was able to acknowledge which digital tool is used most and more efficient at UWTSD for students as well as the tools students preferred at UWTSD. This enables us to bring in discussions about the tools that are widely used at UWTSD and how effective they are.





References 

 Atkinson, R.D. and Castro, D., 2008. Digital quality of life: Understanding the personal and social benefits of the information technology revolution. Available at SSRN 1278185.
Bakker, A., 2018. What is design research in education? 1. In Design research in education (pp. 3-22). Routledge.
Bulao, Jacquelyn. “How Fast Is Technology Growing? [Statistics and Trends for 2020].” TechJury, 16 June 2020, techjury.net/blog/how-fast-is-technology-growing/#gref.
Johnston, K., Highfield, K. & Hadley, F. 2018, "Supporting young children as digital citizens: The importance of shared understandings of technology to support integration in play‐based learning", British journal of educational technology, vol. 49, no. 5, pp. 896-910.
Nuere, S. and De Miguel, L., 2021. The digital/technological connection with Covid-19: An unprecedented challenge in university teaching. Technology, Knowledge and Learning, 26(4), pp.931-943.
Ragnedda, M., 2018. Conceptualizing digital capital. Telematics and Informatics, 35(8), pp.2366-2375.
Sadowski, J., 2020. Too smart: How digital capitalism is extracting data, controlling our lives, and taking over the world. MIT Press. 









Appendix (A blank copy of questionnaire)
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