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FEDERALISM




Federalism

- Federal states are organizations in which the separate
poleis of a geographical and ethnic region were combined
to form a single entity at any rate for purposes of foreign
policy, while for local purposes retaining their separate
identity as city states and their separate citizenship.



W

- When Phoebidas heard this, he was filled with bouyant hopes;
for he was a man with a far greater passion for performing some
brilliant achievement than for life itself, although, on the other
hand, he was not regarded as one who weighed his acts or had
much practical wisdom. And when he had agreed to the plan,
Leontiades directed him to set out on his way, prepared as he
was to depart from Thebes. “And when the proper time arrives,”
sald Leontiades, “I will return to you and act as your guide
myself.” [29] Accordlngly, while the senate was in session in the
portico in the market-place, for the reason that the women were
celebrating the festival of the Thesmophoria in the Cadmea, and
while, inasmuch as it was summer and midday, the streets were
entirely deserted, at this time Leontiades rode out on horseback
to overtake Phoebidas, turned him back, and led him straight to
the Acropolis. And after establishing Phoebidas there with the
troops under his command, giving him the key to the gates, and
telling him to let no one into the Acropolis unless he himself so
ordered, he proceeded at once to the meeting of the senate.
Xenophon Hellenika 5.2.28-9
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Thebes and Sparta

A Permanent Solution to Theban Reaction to Sparta

Ambition
- Thebes had the potential - The reactions to the
to be a great power in the capture of the Kadmeia
Greek world. were not immediate but
- Her potential came from they were very powerful.

the power that dominion

over Boiotia afforded her. + The Athenians set up the
. Second Athenian League
- With the autonomy clause

in the King's Peace, any against Sparta. |
chance of Boiotia uniting - The Thebans decided

under Thebes was upon an attacking pattern
crushed. of conduct.




~ Leuktra: Defeat for Spata

- Now when Cleombrotus began to lead his army against the enemy, in the first place, before the
troops under him so much as perceived that he was advancing, the horsemen had already joined
battle and those of the Lacedaemonians had speedily been worsted; then in their flight they had
fallen foul of their own hoplites, and, besides, the companies of the Thebans were now charging
upon them. Nevertheless, the fact that Cleombrotus and his men were at first victorious in the
battle may be known from this clear indication: they would not have been able to take him up and
carry him off still living, had not those who were fighting in front of him been holding the
advantage at that time. [14] But when Deinon, the polemarch, Sphodrias, one of the king's tent-
companions, and Cleonymus, the son of Sphodrias, had been killed, then the royal bodyguard,
the so-called aides of the polemarch, and the others fell back under the pressure of the Theban
mass, while those who were on the left wing of the Lacedaemonians, when they saw that the
right wing was being pushed back, gave way. Yet despite the fact that many had fallen and that
they were defeated, after they had crossed the trench which chanced to be in front of their camp
they grounded their arms at the spot from which they had set forth. The camp, to be sure, was
not on ground which was altogether level, but rather on the slope of a hill. After the disaster some
of the Lacedaemonians, thinking it unendurable, said that they ought to prevent the enemy from
setting up their trophy and to try to recover the bodies of the dead, not by means of a truce, but
by fighting. [15] The polemarchs, however, seeing that of the whole number of the
Lacedaemonians almost a thousand had been killed; seeing, further, that among the Spartiatae
themselves, of whom there were some seven hundred there, about four hundred had fallen; and
perceiving that the allies were one and all without heart for fighting, while some of them were not
even displeased at what had taken place, gathered together the most important personages and
deliberated about what they should do. And as all thought it best to recover the bodies of the
dead by a truce, they finally sent a herald to ask for a truce. After this, then, the Thebans set up a
trophy and gave back the bodies under a truce. Xenophon Hellenika 6.4.13



THE EFFECT OF
FEDERALISM

Consider the handout.

Why was federalism such a threat to traditional Greek
powers?
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