Rratnbow
Sorting Bears

(Learning Resources -' J et (Edutopix, 2019)
LTD, 2019) (Wish,2019)



Basite math-
Sequencing Add , subtract

Couw’ciwg

Matching . Type of

.. T N be
Act|V|t|es!\ il

recognition

Colowr
matching/
recooanLtLon

Sorting



who would use the resowrce?

The child tn my setting that uses this resource has severe Global Dela Y, as well as other wmedical complications, which
could hinder her Learning.

“Global Delay is used to describe a child that takes Longer to reach certain milestones that other children their age”
(Mencap,2019).

It Ls Lmportant to remember that every child is unigue and will develop accordingly at their own pace.

n my setting we use a Lot of Bruners theory — Scaffolding, providing the children with support, them allowing them
to complete the activity independently, when they feel confident enough.

“Scaffolding tnvolves helpful interaction between a child and adult with the aim of helping a child achieve a specific
goal, bg monttoring and encouraging the chilad” (Mcloed, 2019).

n contrary to my setting, in a mainstream school this resource could be used for all children in the foundation
phase aged between 2 and &. In my setting only one pupil in the whole of the Foundation Phase would be able to
access aw aoapted version of this resource, Although she is at a low developmental stage with guidance she Ls able to
complete some of these activities.



The Early Years Foundation Phase emphasis
own counting and number mavaul,atww
assuwmes that children have mastered skills
and understand Ldeas that enable them to be
ready to count, whilst this may be true for
tm:swaug ole\/cLoprg children, many children
with S‘PﬁOWlL needs still ole\/eLop vartous skills
that need to be explored before mathematical
thinking (National Centre)



Skills that Rainbow Bears activities Develop!

The ratnbow counting bears are an early learning resource. The rawnbow bears
offer, gutdance Ln the early stages of visual perception, enhancing the child’s
cogwnitive skills. It encourdges children to use sorting skills and helps them to
e\/cLop pLncer movement, this aotwu% can LMprove a child’s ﬁwe and gross
motorskills.

“Visual perception and cognitive oevelopment has a major role in the development
of the hand function whieh s particularly tmportant for learning new wotor
skills (Case-Smith, Obrien,, 2014,p.222).

The ratnbow bear activities allow the children to focus their attemtion on the
movement and placement of objects as they become aware of balance,
coordination and %(a\/uc . It also’enhawnces sorting, counting and colowr
coordination stimulating dactivities, teaching colours and tmproving memory
skills. Whewn playing with the rainbow bears Lt cowld stimulate a child’s
creativity and tmagination.

“Explorational play opportunities promote ﬂebeLLLw, creativity and the
development of athild’s imagination” (Benson, Haith, :2010,13.393).



Due to the nature o-(: the children n my setting, for a child
to be able to achieve these activities to the best of their
ability, they need to feel safe and tn a secure
ENVLYONIMENE.

The environment for Learning needs to be warm and
secure, enabling the children to feel safe and comfortable —
which motivates the children to explore and Learwn.
(Beckley et al. 2010).

This Links to the theorist carl Rogers. He influenced that
Uf the children feel secure about their basic needs betng
satisfied, they will be motivated to do as much as possible
for themselves and wot to become dependent on support
(Allen, qordon, 2017).



How to monttor a child’s progress?

Children have individual targets - at the end of each activity the staff will Look at the child’s
LE.P(Individual Educational Plan) to see if they have completed the target. staff will fill in a
mownitoring slip and thew a star will be placed on the star chart. Whew a child completes the target 4 times
Lt proves that the child is able too achieve the target, and a new one is set.

This links to B.F Skinners behavioural theory. “Children will respond to praise and so will repeat
behaviour which gives them recognition or praise for what they do” (Burnham.,L, Jones,. H, 2002,p.13).

To communicate what toys, games,
music | like._And to communicate
which ones | don't like.

(School A,2019)



(Welsh Govermment- Route map, 2006)

This Ls a copy of the routes for
learning route map where we get the
children’s targets, once each target Ls
completed, the children are able to
move up the route map. The route map

was made by the welsh Government
L 2006.

- Routes for Learning (RFL) has been

adapted as a preferred assessment for
learning with Profound and Multiple
Learning Difficulties (PMLD) b Y
many schools throughout the UK
aswel as other countries. (Martin,
Progression Matters)



Formative and Summative Assessment

* (n mYy school setting we use Jcormative assessments datly by praising
the chitloren throughout the day whewn completing activities &
assessing the children as they 9o along it guides the learning
Jouwrney. For example, whew ¢ YY?LW@ out an activity Lt s good
Bmc’cup to communicate with staff what went well aind what needs to

e reviewed. “Formative assessment helps Ldentify what students can
oo with help and what they cawn do
malepewolewttg) " (Brookhart,2010,p.5).

* Also, summative assessments seems to be part of a teacher’s role when
a child completes their 1IEP targets four times and evidence Ls provided,
the child will thew be awarded with a colowr, red meaning fatled

target, amber meaning working towards and green meaning
achieved.

Summative assesments usuaLL% take place after pupils have completeo

units of work or modules at the end of the year (CCEBA, Rewarding
Learning).



Holistic approach to all areas of learning!

Mathematics has a holistic approach to all areas of learning. Children learn different things in different stages of
thelr Life.

Communilcation, Litemcg and language:- n order to be able to process our thoughts clearly, we need to
be able to express them in a logical order. The Rainbow bears activity can enhance a child’s
communleation, bg talking about the different colours and sizes of the bears.

Ph 3sicaL Development:- Gross and fine motor skills are practsied through maths activities, for example,
placing bears into designated cups using thumb and finger movements or even with the tweezers.
Personal and social development:— The ability to predict sequencing is essential in developing problem-
solving activities, n order to follow instructions and remenmber to follow simple step by step
nstructions. For example by following repeated patterns with the bear worksheet.

Creative Thinking:- Children need to understand the patterns of sounds and that sounds follow
patterns- these are learnt by being able to complete sequences. For example, children will be able to Listen
and follow simple demands — put the red teddy in the red bowl.

vnderstanding of the world:- Maths skills are essential for understanding of the world. For example,
from parts of the day, to days of the week, sequencing Ls the way we mark Life.

(Finla ysown K, 2013)



“The minister for education ano
skills has made a raising standards
of Literacy and numeracy Ln schools
a priority, stating that Literacy and
numeracy are essential tn order for
Young people to reach their full
potential” (Welsh Government,2013).



Advantages of using rainbow sorting
bears

* Very cheap to purchase

* One resource can create varitous activities

* Perfect for enhancing hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills

* Rainbow bears can encouwrage, motivate and stimulate a child’s mina
* Has a Holistic approach to learning

* Brightly coloured bears which are visually stimulating

* Rawnbow bears are a sivmple resource that can eastly be adapted for
school or homee use.

* Follow on activites coulol be prepared e.g number formation, colour
recogwnition activities.



Disadvantages of rainbow sorting bears

* Not suttable for all children, because the bears are quite small,
may be hard for the child to use fine motor skills.

* Could potethaLLg be a oholew»g hazard, so would weed to be
supervised whew carrying out activities.

* Would not be suitable for children who are visually tmpaired.

* Many children tn a special school setting Like mine may not
have the wmental oapaoitgj to sit bU a table and complete
worksheets.
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