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Q1.
Climate change is an issue which is more prominent now than ever. The rising temperature of the Earth is causing changes in weather patterns, a hotter planet as rising water levels. There is now a huge responsibility on businesses to operate in a way which does not contribute to climate change, they need to operate in a way which is not generating greenhouse gasses and Co2. Businesses have been forced to change production methods, energy suppliers, products, resources and generally any business practice which is non-environmentally friendly. 
One aspect considered both positive and negative for a business would be the cost of climate change. Climate change in several forms has saved businesses a huge amount. Climate change has reduced costs in several ways. Oppositely, climate change has caused businesses to make a huge number of costly changes.
Apple have benefited as climate change has made them to move to a no-waste policy. Waste management plays a huge role in climate change, when a business burns their waste or sends their waste to a business to be burnt it produces a huge amount of Co2 in turn contributing to climate change. Therefore, climate change made Apple move to being waste free in manufacturing. This in turn has saved the business a huge amount of money. They no longer pay disposal fees. Apple have eliminated one of their major costs. This has resulted in higher profit margins for Apple. Apple will be increasing profits. Apple will also be maximising their resources. In having no waste they will not be paying for extra resources which they will simply be sending to landfill. Apple no longer pay for wasted resources, climate change has reduced cost and maximise use. 
Amazon have moved to renewable energy sources. They no longer use oil, gas, coal or energies which are non-sustainable and produce Co2 when producing energy. Renewable energy once installed, is extremely low cost, compared to fossil fuels which are expensive. After installation the business will only have to pay maintenance. There are no high costs for heating, drilling, transportation or manpower as there is with the other forms of energy production. With Amazon moving to renewable energy to meet their Co2 and emissions it has forced them to save money. Climate change has implicated the business in making them change to a cheaper energy source and save money. 
On the other hand, to install renewable energy sources such as solar panels, wind turbines or even hydropower-based resources such as tidal turbines it costs a huge amount of money. To complete the research into the ideal area, planning, assessing the impact on the local area as well as then to buy and install the source. For businesses paying via payment plans or one of sums it is simply going to be a large amount. A small-scale solar panel system which a small business can attach to their roof or a small piece of land is set to cost businesses in-between £5,000 - £10,000. This for a small business is a great deal of finance. For a business on the scale of Amazon who recently have invested massively in their renewable energy, this sum will be extremely higher. Amazon have announced plans to invest in 26 new solar and wind farms. With the largest wind turbines costing over £3 million each. For Amazon this is going to be a massive cost to the business in order to reduce their Co2 output and meet climate change requirements. 
Another way in which climate changes has an implication on businesses in increasing sales. A huge amount of people in society now feel as if climate change is a huge issue. It is presently a larger issue than what it has been in the past. Therefore, businesses acting environmentally friendly are benefiting in more sales. Customers are now supporting businesses which are supporting climate change and are actively moving towards being environmentally friendly. Consumers no longer want to support businesses who are damaging our planet. They are instead deciding to support businesses who support our planet. Therefore, climate change is impacting businesses positively in increasing sales but then negatively in decreasing sales, dependent on their position on climate change. For example, many people are choosing their cars based on emissions. Cars with lower emissions are now more popular. Businesses such as Audi and Volkswagen are making smaller versions of their large SUVs. This is to meet the global requirement in Climate Change as well as the consumer demand in the type of car. Consumers want the larger cars but with the lower emissions. The businesses are lowering emissions but maintaining the same car image and design, meeting climate change requirements.   
Another implication of climate change on businesses is the consequences of climate change. An increase of temperatures and a change of weather patterns have damaged and disrupted businesses. It means areas which never would have are now experiencing droughts, extreme flooding, snowfall and huge temperature rises. Weather patterns are now diversifying greatly from what they have been in the past. This for businesses has caused quite an issue. With the change of conditions, it is meaning a change to working conditions and facilities. Temperatures are changing as well as the state of the land. It has impacted businesses in making them have to change their facilities and premises to both match the new requirements of areas. For example, businesses in south Yorkshire suffered in the past few years with flooding. This is argued to be a consequence of climate change. Each time the area floods, the businesses were forced to close. They lost out on income. They were unable to generate an income. They have also had to invest in flood defences, flood water was causing damage to the properties. Climate change was costing the businesses in the area time, money, efficiency, productivity as well impacting the owner in stress. Stressing on managing each time it flooded as well as when it would flood next.  
On the whole climate change looking from above has been more positive than negative for businesses. In terms of finance if they can afford to go green, then in the long run it will pay dividends. In terms of cost vs benefit the implications are going to be much more beneficial. They will both meet legal requirements, customer expectation but also save money. The implications which climate change has caused on businesses in nearly every form is not going to be negative, it is going to save money as well as our planet. The businesses will meet their C.S.R requirements whilst becoming a more successful business. 
Q4.
The Covid 19 pandemic originated from China, however it in a short period of time spread globally. There have been only a select few countries which have only been impacted in a limited capacity. The pandemic has caused widespread havoc across the globe. This havoc has been detrimental as well as fatal for several different businesses. However, this is not the same for all businesses. Different industries have been impacted in different ways. Some industries have suffered greatly with a huge number of redundancies, closures and financial loss, the hospitality and entertainment industries have suffered astonishingly. Whereas others such as the supermarkets and PPE have benefited hugely.  
Covid 19 posed a massive issue, it made businesses close for months and even when they were able to open again there were huge restrictions. They were restricted in the amount of people allowed in the premises, increased cleaning regulations, additional legislative requirements as well as additional costs. Businesses suffered mandated closure meaning a loss of income, then when allowed to open they were again impacted financially in not being able to operate at full capacity and an increase in cost, for example Melin Tregwynt were forced to spend over £3,000 in PPE and screens with the costs ongoing with new requirements and replenishing stock of cleaning supplies and masks. Masks, screens, hand sanitiser, floor markings as well as more has costed businesses hugely. For small businesses it is estimated by mid-September small businesses had lost on average over £11,500 each. These businesses of a small size will struggle to survive the loss. A huge number of these businesses rely on turnover. 25% of small businesses felt as if they would struggle to survive for longer than 6 months unless there was a huge change. The mixture of closure, less income and higher costs caused by Covid has been detrimental for both the success and survival of small and medium sized businesses.   
 Covid 19 has though been beneficial for several businesses. For businesses in certain industries and selling certain products they have never experienced such success. For example, mask manufacturers have seen exponential increases in sales and income. They have gone from having quite a small market to having the whole of the country. The huge increase in demand for these businesses have meant a huge increase in income. For these businesses they have benefited greatly from the pandemic. There have also been huge advantages for other businesses. Businesses which have been negatively impacted by Covid, have also been able to benefit from diversifying. For example, alcohol producers have benefited. They have created new products, they are now producing hand sanitiser. Businesses such as the Cinnamon Grove Gin company in Pembrokeshire have diversified and are now producing hand gel as well as gin. They have managed to obtain the contract for supplying a major organisation in the area and have managed to grow their business through the pandemic and requirements of the pandemic. 
There have though also been other downsides to the pandemic including the general impact on the economy and the people of the country. Huge corporations as well as small businesses are being forced to make job cuts. Several businesses have suffered huge decreases in trade and demand. They have been limited hugely in their income potential and in some cases have had their product or services completely shut down. Airbus is a prime example of a business in this situation. They are making over 15,000 job losses across the world with over 1,700 in the U.K alone. This is due to Covid 19 restricting travel to almost being non-existent. In the same industry, Boeing is suffering as well. In the U.K Boeing are cutting over 26,000 jobs. For businesses this does pose an issue. It means that there will be more unemployed. Those on lower wages and less disposable income. People will have to prioritise spending and therefore will be unable to spend as freely. They simply will be unable to spend with many businesses. The holiday industry will struggle, Boeing and Airbus will struggle to recover as of the people in the country having little money to spend with holiday businesses and on flights. This in consequence will impact the holiday and flight providers. As a result, reducing the orders, sales and income of Boeing and Airbus. This will likely lead to more job losses, another businesses closing and less income generated in the economy. 
Another downside or negative impact from the Covid 19 pandemic is the health implications which has resulted from the infectious disease. The disease has caused staff to isolate for two weeks. This means businesses have had to deal with staff being off work. Businesses could have several staff having to isolate either through being infected or a close contact. This means additional staffing costs as well as issues in having to find additional staff. Then there are also implications of long Covid. Where staff members are going to be unable to work due to having long term health issues. These staff could also be less productive due to the health issues which they are suffering due to something called long Covid. Long Covid is the effects a person is suffering from after recovering or becoming non-infectious. For businesses, this carries a huge downside. It could result in them having to employ more staff. They could have to replace staff whilst they are off work. It will also cost the business in time. They will have to look for new staff, complete training as well as wait for the new staff to become familiar with the processes of the business. It will cost businesses efficiency, productivity as well as finance. There is then also the mental health side of Covid. The fear, worry and anxiousness will cause frustration, panic and a lower work rate. It could also cause people to quit resulting in the same consequences for the businesses.  
In conclusion it is clear to see that overall Covid 19 has been extremely negative to most of the country and businesses within. There is only a small segment of the whole economy which has benefited from Covid 19. When looking at the economy as a whole and the majority of businesses Covid 19 has caused a huge number of issues. It has caused closures, loss of income, frustration but possibly worst of all redundancies and health issues for the staff. Covid 19 has cost businesses time, resources, money and worst of all people. The benefits for a minority of businesses definitely does not warrant the costs of Covid 19. 

