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Introduction 
This report will be analyzing a family who has faced adverse effects of substance misuse. Families can suffer adversities in relation to specific negative social issues. Namely, substance misuse, domestic and sexual violence, harassment, and crime. The negative social factors can make children vulnerable and change the dynamics of a family. 
The Oxford English dictionary defines the term vulnerability as “the quality or the state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed either physically or emotionally”. 
Children are at risk of emotional and physical neglect. In the UK in 2011-14 an analysis of 175 case reviews showed that 54% of cases had domestic violence involved, 47% involved parental substance misuse and 53% had parents with mental health problems. (NSPCC, 2019)
Governments in many countries including the UK put protective policies in the recognition that children have an elevated sense of vulnerability due to the idea that they are still being “formed”. During this developmental process adversities can be considered “uniquely damaging”. 
(Daniel, 2010, p.236)
The Family
The family is from Stockholm and it is composed of a single mother with two children. The Mother is an alcoholic who comes from an abusive childhood and had experienced severe domestic abuse from a previous relationship. Her home became a meeting place for other drinkers and there was antisocial behavior in her home. The children were not attending school on a regular basis and their behavior was disruptive. The father had recently died from a drug overdose. (Ministry of Housing, Communities & local governments,2014)
The Risk Factors of Vulnerability.
The first risk factor in the family is substance misuse of alcohol by the mother. A study by Mireless-black survey in the UK showed that victims of domestic violence consume alcohol at much higher levels. Downs and Miller’s study with approximately 400 women showed that women, in particular, picked up drinking as an effect of being domestically abused. (Galvani, 2010) Many of these studies have shown that this misuse of the substance may be a result of women using drinking as a coping mechanism. The Mother in this family has been subject to domestic abuse in her childhood and her previous relationship. Studies support the correlation of her habit likely being associated with her coping with the abuse she has previously faced and as a result has created a risk for her family. Due to this drinking habit, she had turned her home into a meeting place for other drinkers creating a hostile environment. 
The final risk factor that can create vulnerability for the Stockport family is the death of a family member. The father dies from a drug overdose which can be described as a traumatic event. Studies have shown that there is an increased risk of mental health issues for family members from the death of a parent. (Bergman, 2017)
The Impact of the risk factors on the children. 
It is evident that children’s exposure to their parent’s substance misuse can have serious negative impacts. Notably, (Torvick,2011) research showed that the children in those families underachieved academically and (Harvin,2010) research proved that those vulnerable children had conduct and behavioural issues. As we can see from this family expected risks from the mother’s drinking habits are affecting their academics and is causing them to have disruptive behaviour. (Velleman and Templeton, 2016, pp.108-117) The death of the father can have serious implications on the children. Due to the dearth happening from traumatic circumstances (drug overdose) the children may suffer traumatic grief. Usually, when one parent dies children have to rely on the remaining caregiver which in this scenario would be the mother. However, without the support available there is no safe avenue for the children to express their grief hence their negative behavioural conduct in school. (Bergman and Axberg and Hanson, 2017)
Analysis
The point at which the child become subject of assessment by health and social care agencies is when a person concerned makes a referral based on the current government policy (working together to safeguard children,2018). In this scenario the referral most likely come from the school concerned with the conduct of the children. After the referral a social service worker took action to assist the family. The key aspect in this scenario to the success of the social service worker is that the mother “engaged willingly” with the family worker because she felt comfortable being honest about her problems to the family worker. This is very crucial, a study showed that in cases where parents resisted help it came down to the interaction between the family and the social worker’s behaviour. Empathetic styles of communication created open space and confrontational styles created resistance. (Forrester et al, 2012, p.123) From the mother’s response, this family worker’s style of 
Policy and legislation 
There are many government policies in place to ensure the safety of vulnerable children within risk factor families. The Children Act 2004 places duty on local authority to work together with agencies. In this scenario the social worker co-operated with the school, job centre advisors and counsellor. 
The Equality Act 2010 protects from discrimination. Social workers should provide quality care and support to the all the children. 
The United Nations Convention on the right of the Child (1989) places a duty on Government to provide support to children in need. In particular, article 25 places a duty on authorities to support children’s victims or vulnerable of domestic abuse. Articles 26 states that children should be protect by social securities. Article 27 states that every child should have an adequate standard of living.  Article 28 right to education. Local authority should ensure that children receive an education.


Evaluation
The actions taken by the family worker were very thought of and effective. According to Maslow’s theory, human beings in order to be able to respect themselves and others and achieve their full potentials, should meet their basic needs first, such as physiological, such as food and water, security/safety needs, such as a house and protected environment, then love and belonging needs, such as family friends and esteem needs, such as needs to feel valued and respected and then finally self-actualisation needs that means the ability to achieve own full potentials. Therefore, the steps the social worker took were effective. The UK government provides substance misuse guidance which actively encourages providing remote and in-person interventions. (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 2010) These interventions were highly effective as they allowed the mother to break her alcohol dependency as it gave her the basic need of support and safety. Due to her recovery, she was able to put barriers in place for the children. The domino effect on the children was that their behaviour improved and their school attendance increased. 
Recommendations 
The health care worker although did a great job the Bronfenbrenner five ecological system could have also had a great effect on the family. For example, the first layer of the theory is called the microsystem. The immediate family of the child creates a big impact as to the developmental growth of the child. In this example if the mother had a “strong nurturing relationship with the mother in Bronfenbrenner's relationship it would have a positive effect on the child. The health care worker to ensure good conduct from the children could have worked with mother and children for them to established very strong and nurturing relationship that would work and withstand without the child support worker around. (Bronfenbrenner,1977)
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