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[bookmark: _Toc129177835]Introduction
Common law is a body of law based on judicial decisions and custom, as opposed to law based on legislative statutes or regulations. It originated in England and has been adopted in various forms by many countries, including the United States, Canada, Australia, and India. Under common law, judges are tasked with interpreting and applying legal principles based on previous court decisions and the customary practices of the legal system (Miller, 1992). These judicial decisions become precedents that guide future court decisions and establish legal rules and principles.
Common law is distinct from civil law systems, which rely primarily on written laws and codes enacted by legislative bodies. In a civil law system, judges have a more limited role in interpreting the law and making legal decisions. In law departments, common law is an important area of study and is often a foundational part of legal education. It is essential for lawyers to have a thorough understanding of common law principles in order to effectively navigate the legal system and provide legal advice to their clients. Common law is a body of law that has emerged via judicial decisions rather than being codified in legislation or other formal documents (Burrows, 2016). On the other hand, legislation describes the process of enacting laws through a formal process, such as through a congress or a parliament. Legislation, which is frequently passed to establish guidelines and rules in particular areas of the law, can be recorded in laws or codes. 
The legal process involves a range of procedures and steps that must be followed in order to resolve legal disputes. These steps may include filing a claim or lawsuit, discovery (the process of gathering evidence), motions (requests to the court), trial, and appeals (Dainow, 1966). The legal process is typically governed by a set of rules and procedures, which may be different depending on the jurisdiction and the type of case involved. In common law jurisdictions, legislation and the legal process can interact in various ways.
 Legislation may be used to clarify or modify the common law, or to create new areas of law. The legal process may involve interpreting statutes or codes, or applying common law principles to the facts of a particular case. Ultimately, the goal of both common law and legislation is to provide a fair and just legal system that protects the rights of individuals and promotes the public good. 
[bookmark: _Toc129177836]Fundamental legal techniques 
The fundamental legal techniques of law refer to the basic tools and methods used to interpret and apply legal rules and principles. These techniques include statutory interpretation, case law analysis legal reasoning and legal research (Peklis, 2017). Here are some ways to evaluate these techniques: 
[bookmark: _Toc129177837]Effectiveness
The effectiveness of a legal technique can be evaluated by looking at how well it achieves its intended purpose. For example, statutory interpretation should result in a clear understanding of what the legislature intended when it passed a particular law.                      
[bookmark: _Toc129177838]Consistency
Legal techniques should be consistent with other areas of law and legal principles. For instance, legal reasoning should follow established rules of logic and be consistent with legal precedent.                                                                                                                                           
[bookmark: _Toc129177839]Clarity
Legal techniques should be clear and understandable to those who use them. Legal research, for example, should involve clear and concise instructions on how to locate and analyze relevant legal materials.                                                                                                            
[bookmark: _Toc129177840] Applicability
Legal techniques should be applicable to a wide range of legal issues and situations. For instance, case law analysis should be useful in interpreting a variety of legal decisions, not just a few isolated cases (Allen, 1992).                                                                                       
[bookmark: _Toc129177841]Efficiency
Legal techniques should be efficient and cost-effective. Legal research, for example, should not require excessive time or expense in order to locate and analyze relevant legal materials.
Overall, the evaluation of fundamental legal techniques involves assessing their usefulness, consistency, clarity, applicability, and efficiency. By ensuring that these techniques are effective, consistent, clear, applicable, and efficient, legal professionals can promote the fair and just administration of the law.
[bookmark: _Toc129177842]History of common law
Common law is a legal system that established in England during the middle Ages and continues to influence legal systems around the world today. The common law drawn back to the supremacy of William the Conqueror, who attacked England in 1066 and established the Norman dynasty. At that time, there was no unified legal system in UK, and local customs and laws varied from region to region. 
William sought to impose a more uniform system of law throughout the country, and he established the king's court, which eventually evolved into the English court system. Over time, judges in UK began to make decisions based on previous cases, rather than just following the letter of the law (Pound, 1907). 
The common law system continued to evolve over the centuries, with judges gradually establishing new legal principles and expanding the scope of the law to cover new areas. In the 19th century, the English legal system underwent significant reforms, including the creation of the modern system of court procedure and the establishment of the principle of judicial independence. Today, common law remains a major legal system in many countries, including the United States, Canada, and Australia, where it has been adapted to local circumstances and continues to evolve to meet the needs of modern society. 
[bookmark: _Toc129177843]Examples of common law working in practice
The first example is the development of the tort of negligence in English law, which has been adopted in many other common law countries. The tort of negligence is a legal concept that holds individuals or organizations responsible for the harm they cause to others through their failure to exercise reasonable care. This duty of care was established through a series of judicial decisions, beginning with the case of Donoghue v Stevenson in 1932.
In that case, Mrs. Donoghue purchased a bottle of ginger beer in a cafe and later found a decomposed snail in it. She suffered from shock and gastroenteritis as a result, and sued the manufacturer, Mr. Stevenson, for damages. The House of Lords held that Mr. Stevenson owed a duty of care to Mrs. Donoghue, and that he had breached that duty by allowing the snail to enter the bottle. This decision established the principle that manufacturers and others who produce goods or provide services owe a duty of care to those who may be affected by their actions. Subsequent cases built on this principle, clarifying the scope of the duty of care and the circumstances in which it may be breached. Today, the tort of negligence is a well-established area of law, with a complex set of rules and principles governing liability for harm caused by negligence. It is an example of how common law can evolve over time through the decisions of judges, and how these decisions can have a practical impact on people's lives.
[bookmark: _Toc129177844]Here are some practical skills related to the field of law
Being able to effectively research and analyze legal issues is a critical skill for anyone working in the legal field. This involves understanding the structure of legal resources, such as statutes, case law, and regulations, and being able to locate and apply relevant legal authority to a particular issue. Lawyers and legal professionals must be able to communicate effectively with clients, colleagues, judges, and other stakeholders. This includes skills such as active listening, persuasive writing, and public speaking. Lawyers must be able to analyze complex legal issues and apply legal principles to specific situations. This requires strong critical thinking skills, the ability to identify and evaluate evidence, and the ability to apply legal reasoning to factual scenarios. Lawyers and legal professionals often work on multiple cases at once, each with its own deadlines and priorities. Being able to effectively manage time and prioritize tasks is essential for success in the legal field.
Legal work often involves reviewing and drafting complex legal documents, such as contracts, briefs, and pleadings. Attention to detail is critical in ensuring that these documents are accurate, complete, and effective. Lawyers are often called upon to solve complex legal problems, whether through negotiation, litigation, or other means. The ability to think creatively and develop effective solutions is a key skill in the legal field. Legal professionals must adhere to high ethical standards, including maintaining client confidentiality, avoiding conflicts of interest, and upholding the rule of law. Understanding and applying ethical principles is critical for success in the legal field.
[bookmark: _Toc129177845]Conclusion
Common law and civil law are two different legal systems used in various countries around the world. Legislation, on the other hand, refers to the process of making laws or the laws that have been created through that process. Common law is a legal system used primarily in countries that were once part of the British Empire, such as the United States, Canada, and Australia. Common law is judge-made law, meaning that courts interpret and apply laws to individual cases. Civil law, on the other hand, is used in many countries throughout the world, including France, Germany, and Japan. Civil law is based on written laws, or codes, which are created by legislators. Judges in civil law systems are primarily tasked with interpreting and applying these codes to individual cases. Legislation is the process of creating laws. It involves the introduction, discussion, and approval of proposed laws by a legislative body, such as a parliament or congress. Once a law is passed, it becomes part of the legal system and is enforced by the courts. Both common law and civil law systems use legislation to create and modify laws. However, in common law systems, legislation often plays a smaller role, as judges have the power to interpret and apply the law through their decisions. In civil law systems, legislation is more central, as judges are primarily tasked with applying the written law to individual cases.
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