Extensive media coverage of terrorist attacks contributes to the continuing terrorist threat. Evaluate this claim.

This support paper will be evaluating how the media reporting on terrorist groups can lead to an increase in terrorist attacks and how terrorist groups use the media to manipulate the public and further their goals.

Terrorists use the media to gather more attention.
Terrorists organise their media communication to sway their targets' perceptions to further their objectives. This may be done to scare their opponents or encourage others who share their extreme viewpoints to join them. (Shoshani and Slone, 2008)
It is harmful for terrorists to use the media to draw attention to themselves since this might increase the number of people who join their organisation and encourage other terrorist groups to plan similar acts to get similar attention.

Terrorist groups target younger people.
Social media is being used by terrorist organisations as one of the most powerful tools for brainwashing and spreading propaganda to the younger generation. Because of this, terrorist organisations deliberately target youth, taking advantage of their vulnerability and ignorance and luring them in with promises of friendship, familial ties, and religious ideals. By doing this, companies can take advantage of the people. (Gelici, 2022)
The use of social media by terrorists to recruit and radicalise young people is dangerous since it might result in vulnerability and radicalization. This can lead to the propagation of violent doctrines, support for the cycle of violence, and involvement in terrorist acts, all of which put our society and the safety and security of the deceived people at risk. 









How terrorist use social media
Social media is being widely abused for terrorist purposes. According to a survey, social media accounts for almost 90% of terrorist activities carried out online, and 76% of terrorists in the United Kingdom use the internet to plan their attacks. Warren Rodwell, an Australian, was abducted by a terrorist group in 2013 and imprisoned for roughly 472 days. The group used Facebook and YouTube to post recordings of ransom demands and to show that life exists. (Jain, 2021)
Social media use by terrorists can be harmful because it gives them the ability to propagate misinformation, find new recruits, plan attacks, and radicalise people—thus endangering public safety and security. Others like Warren Rodwell may end up being used as examples as a result.

Terrorists base their actions on media press
[bookmark: _Int_kE4DZGe9]Most terrorists consider the repercussions of their acts and the possibility of drawing media attention in an effort to demonstrate their dominance by inciting fear. (Camphuijsen, M. and Vissers, E. 2012)
This is not good. because it demonstrates how readily the media can be persuaded to operate in a way that benefits terrorists and gives them more justification for carrying out acts of terrorism.






Using a terrorist organisation as a case study to show the link between more media coverage of terrorist attacks resulting in an increase of terrorist attacks
How a terrorist organisation is covered by the media may incite further assaults. concentrating on news reports and Al-Qaeda's activities between 9/11 and the end of 2015. The findings show a favourable correlation between Al-Qaeda publicity and the organization's attack activity. Research indicates that when there is greater news coverage, Al-Qaeda launches more attacks. (Jetter, 2017)
Since it demonstrates how media attention can affect terrorist groups' behaviour, using a case study to demonstrate a correlation between increased media coverage and an increase in Al Qaeda attacks is helpful. Policymakers can examine the relationship between media coverage and terrorist activities by analysing a case study like this one. This can help them devise ways to counteract the possible negative impacts of excessive media attention on terrorist organisations and emphasise the importance of responsible media reporting.  

Striking a balance between informing and overexposure. 
Terrorism should not diminish the significance of media freedom and information as one of the fundamental pillars of democratic society. The public has a right to information about public affairs. Limiting the use of violent images and unduly harsh wording in reporting will help the media prevent being exploited by terrorists. (Jařab, 2005)
To prevent the public from falling for the propaganda, lies, and fear that terrorists seek to spread across our society, and to prevent inadvertently inciting more terrorist acts, it is crucial to strike a balance between the information that our government and media provide about terrorism.

Excessive reporting of terrorism can make people become desensitised
The relationship between terrorism and the media can be summed up as follows: overexposure to terrorism in the form of excessive reportage alters perceptions of the scope and seriousness of the terrorist threat. (White, 2020)
This is problematic because a lot of media coverage of terrorism can desensitise people in several ways. Repetitive depictions of terrorism have the potential to make people less sensitive to the seriousness of these crimes. Constant exposure to this kind of coverage has the potential to normalise violence over time, lessening people's astonishment and empathy for these incidents.  

Media reporting on terrorist attacks is useful for public services to learn what they must improve on and for accountability. For example, Manchester Bombing.
For more than two hours, the commanders of the fire department avoided sending rescuers to the scene due to their fear of the terrorists. An hour and twenty minutes after the bombing, no one in control of the fire department responded to the incident. (Gardham, 2021)
It can be advantageous to report on incidents in which the fire department or any other emergency response unit may not have operated properly during the Manchester bombing for several reasons. First, by highlighting areas for development, this kind of reporting might encourage the fire department to review its protocols and training to improve performance in future emergencies. Furthermore, public criticism can make the fire department answerable for their deeds, encouraging openness and a resolve to make amends in the event of another terrorist incident.

It is important to understand why media sources like to extensively cover and detail what happened at a terrorist attack
The public's fascination with terrorism's dramatic and spectacular aspects is what draws media attention to extreme terrorist attacks, in addition to the fact that it is their responsibility to cover any significant event. Terrorists of today take advantage of this and behave in a way that will garner the greatest amount of attention globally. (Schmid, 2021)
It is harmful to use gory details and photographs of terrorist incidents just to get likes and views. It has the power to sensationalise violence, numb the public, and profit off the anguish and suffering of victims and their families. These behaviours may also contribute to a culture of mistrust and terror by sustaining viewers' worry and fear.  

Social Media combat terrorism posts 
According to reports, the UK Home Office revealed that it has created a new programme that can reject 94% of terrorist propaganda with a 99.99 percent success rate, thereby lowering the terrorists' online visibility. (Macdonald, 2019)
Social media posts about terrorism should be taken down because doing so lessens the chance of radicalization, stops the spread of extremist propaganda, and keeps users' online experiences safer. Social media companies can disrupt dangerous networks, shield vulnerable people from violent beliefs, and maintain community norms that advance safety and peace by removing such information.
In conclusion the media must strike a balance between reporting on terrorist attacks and how much detail they use. Avoiding anything that could lead to fear mongering or accidentally promoting the group and ensuring correct information is shared.
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