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[bookmark: _Int_qXhVU8Dv]In the poster, the main focus is the badge of the mocking jay, ingulfed in flames, made of gold at the top centre of the piece. Everyone in the audience, including the two main characters Katniss, and Peeta are all looking above to see the flaming mocking jay which show a sense that everyone is somehow involved within the hunger games, whether that be participating in it, or watching it. The sky has an ombre of hot orange to a dark, cloudy, gloomy black which is usually the effect seen when a huge fire takes place, like wildfires as an example. The badge lit on flames which is showcased in front of the fiery sky doesn't seem coincidental, but intentional. The quote “Every visual pattern must be looked at as a whole, and the position of each part contributes to the total effect.” Arnheim, R. (1974) Art and Visual Perception: A Psychology of the Creative Eye (revised edition) p. 72 is vital and relevant here as it further explains the point that the image must be one cohesive piece that can tell a singular story, which this poster does effectively well.
[bookmark: _Int_LUtPy0NZ]     The main text seen at the very top of the poster “The world will be watching” can be interpreted in many different ways. This can be seen as potentially someone telling Katniss that the world is watching, for her to prepare herself for the huge challenges she’ll have to face with an audience as big as the whole globe. Polysemically, it can also be interpreted to the viewers (such as us), to give us more anticipation, and something more thrilling. The quote “A text is polysemic: it is open to different interpretations; it is capable of being read in a variety of ways.” Hall, S. (1973) Encoding and Decoding in the Television Discourse p. 128 conveys that depending on how text is presented on a poster such as this, it can mean multiple things to any viewer, but also to people directly involved like Katniss herself. 
     The whole layout and composition of the posters is evenly laid out, with the top half only focused on the gloomy sky and mocking jay badge, while the bottom half consists of Katniss herself front and centre of the poster, while the audience is seen on both sides of the piece staring up at either the mocking jay badge or the screens above showing Katniss’ and Peeta’s faces broadcasted in the arena. It could also be implied that because of Peeta himself not being shown in the poster, and Katniss having her back faced towards the viewers it could suggest that she is looking towards Peeta, maybe even in a sense of competition and subtly foreshadowing what happens near the end of the movie. Also, in the quote “Visual structure determines meaning; the organization of forms on the page creates multiple readings and guides the viewer’s interpretation.” McCoy, K., & McCoy, M. (2000) Graphic Design Theory: Readings from the Field. Which connotes that determining how you layout all the main elements, you can get a smooth visual art piece that similarly stated before, contains form and harmony and sticks to a single story instead of it look like so much is going on. - 540 Words
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As an 18-year-old, going into a new field of creative works outside of my comfort zone I don't want to feel like this is all going to waste. Before going into the works of pursuing this craft I embarrassingly couldn't say much to what graphic design is. Within my many short months I've learnt and discovered that graphic design is all around us and has been one of the few bridges that links consumers from all over the globe, to a creative explosion of ideas from books to movies, to products and the list goes on. One of my many aims includes being free with my work, for it to embody and personify the creativity within me and to reflect my intentions of what it means to become not only a graphic designer, but also an artist. 
1. To be free with my expression of work and art
2. To have a positive mindset no matter what
3. To always fight for what I think is right
4. To listen to all perspectives
5. To never let myself feel discouraged by what others may think
6. To leave no regrets
7. To try something new
8. To lend a hand to those who need it

     1.  I've always loved the concept of creativity, that I feel that when I was younger I had so much of it that I couldn't stop creating things. Even to this day whenever I have an idea, I have this sudden urge to conceptualize it through drawings. A quote that I find very inspirational goes "Judging your early artistic efforts is artist abuse" Cameron, J. (1992) The Artist’s Way p. 126 which reminds me to never forget where my creativity came from and to acknowledge that because of what I've done, I've learnt to be free with my expression of art.
[image: ][image: ]

     


     

     2. Sometimes I see myself struggling with a positive mindset and that I can usually think of the worst in each situation. Knowing this it can really take a toll on my mental health especially when I'm at the point in my life where I need to be independent. Which isn't to say that I'm the only one who has my own back, but I need to learn and adapt to proper situations where regardless the outcome, to always try my best to look at the bright side of things. A quote I live by says to "Believe you can, and you can" Vincent Peale, N. (1952) The Power of Positive Thinking p. 215 where if you never believe in yourself, and think negatively about yourself, you'll never try to succeed because you already have the mindset and notion that you've lost without even trying, but when you have hope, and think positively no matter the circumstance, you'll always have courage to try, and try again until you succeed.
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     3. I'd like to think that I'm on the right side of history when it comes to my political views, and for causes that I think are in dire need of fighting for. I'm also not afraid to be vocal about my views if I feel that it's necessary. With so much happening in the world right now it's hard to not feel overwhelmed but to also feel blessed that I'm in the current situation where I don't feel my life is at risk for who I am but where I also live. A quote I find very relevant states that "The true measure of our commitment to justice, the character of our society, our commitment to the rule of law, fairness, and equality cannot be measured by how we treat the rich, the powerful, the privileged, and the respected among us. It is measured by how we treat the poor, the disfavoured, the accused, the incarcerated, and the condemned."   Stevenson, B. (2014) Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption p. 263 which suggests that your judgment of character when it comes the to the level of justify you hold with you heart is calculated by how you take action with those of victims and not those of persecutors. - 514 Words
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A piece of work that I had created stems from my last weeks in sixth form where I had made an A2 drawing over the time plan three days in total which took roughly 15 hours altogether. Before going into what I had created I had to think about a brand-new theme halfway through year 13 that's soon eventually lead to my final piece. I had thought about ideas such as dreamlike, euphoria, and symbolism. Throughout the second half of the year, I had mainly looked at three different artists that focus of these ideas previously mentioned, one of them being Odilon Redon. The quote "My originality consists in putting the logic of the visible to the service of the invisible" Redon, O. (1922) À Soi-même, journal (1867 - 1915); notes sur la vie, l'art et les artistes (To Myself, a journal (1867 - 1915); Notes on Life, Art, and Artists) p. 81 explains his way of connecting real life objects into this inner world of dreams, subconsciousness, and imagination. 
     Next was Gustave Moreau, a French painter and a symbolic artist who primarily focused on religious-based paintings. I was always fascinated by how well detailed his paintings were and the stories behind each and every one of them. The quote "You must think through colour, and imaginatively" Musée National Gustave Moreau (Aug 2020) Available at: https://musee-moreau.fr/en/art-gustave-moreau Accessed at: Dec 12th 2025, suggests that when thinking more freely about a piece, instead of thinking about the final image, leads you to a more meaningful, abstract, symbolic piece without any restrictions.
[bookmark: _Int_aFejFGSl]     Finally, onto Jean Delville, his work was what truly inspired me to do symbolism as my theme to begin with. All his paintings were so well crafted with a lot of attention to detail being put into them. I had recreated a few of his paintings in my art book to get a general idea of the process of drawing, and painting how he did until I finally recreated my favorite piece from him known as “Parsifal”. I had taken a picture of myself recreating the person painted on the piece, and done multiple different drawings as my plan for my final piece was to switch it up, giving my version of the painting more of me. As stated before, this final piece I made took roughly 15 hours in total to make which was done in intervals of 5 hours each in the span of 3 days under exam conditions. Everything I had worked for within secondary school, and sixth form led up to this final drawing. I was also extremely nervous as I wanted to be a bit ambitious using colouring pencils, which is something I almost never do. Usually, I would either have a regular pencil drawing or use paint. The quote "The Beautiful, the True, the Good are synonyms. It is the glory of Art to be able to make perceptible to human eyes the three mysteries which form a single one!" Delville, J. (1900) The New Mission of Art p. 55 implies that the concepts of truth and beauty become one of the same when someone can truly admire it for what it is. This is a quote I kept strong within me when attempting to make my final piece, I was worried that maybe there wouldn't be enough time, something would go wrong, or I just wouldn't like it by the end of it. I held my head high until the end of it, and after 15 hours I had done something, I never thought I could do, something that when I saw it meant and said so many things without having a single word on there. It gave off this symbol of euphoria, a feeling that could only be felt in a dream. - 629 Words
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[bookmark: _Int_rudJS5pu][bookmark: _Int_S7Tbmns9]                                                                     ^(not fully completed version)^
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