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	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(i) Structure
The structure of the report is good. You present the different steps of the research method in a coherent way. 


	10
	8

	(ii)Literature Review
Good compilation of information about types of cords, knots and splices and their uses. It would be good to see the impact of your research, how relevant it is for these purposes you mention. You do not mention any figures of how many temporary or permanent constructions can use knots and eye splices, what materials/solutions they can replace, or how much money/time they can save.
	10
	7

	(iii) Research Methodology
You describe two different procedures, the first one is constructed on your own (with a gantry frame), and the second one is developed with a tensile machine. The first method does not show to be as accurate as the second one in obtaining results. Lately you compare your results with a T-test and it seems there is no significant variation in the results between both methods. It shows that the first method was developed correctly. Despite that, it is difficult to reproduce as there are many factors affecting.
You take similar standards as a reference, this is good, and you create your own procedure. In some way, your contribution is also exploring standardization.
You also explain how knots and splices are made.

	10
	7

	(iv) Concept Development and Planning
You make a good presentation of the topic to explore, which is quite unusual but very interesting and innovative for civil engineering.
The combination of procedures is a bit confusing at first. The main research is developed with the gantry frame. The concept of this procedure is not accurate and it is difficult to obtain reliable results, although the later comparison with the tensile machine helps to show it can be.
	10
	7

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(v) Analysis and Evaluation of the results/solutions
You analyse results for each condition separately and then together. You make very good use of statistics (correlation, T-test).
It seems the purpose of the Tensile machine testing is just check accuracy of previous results. You only test to 21°C due to limitations as you explain. Therefore your checking only corresponds to these set of results.
Interesting aspects are discussed about the use of different types of water (sea water and tap water). Other types of water would be good to test (e.g. pure water such as rivers or lakes). It would be interesting to see what chemical components can affect the cords, because it is evident they are affected, possible chlorides? This is your comment, it could be, but further research would be needed. You explain it correctly and leave it for another future project.
	30
	25

	(vi) Accuracy of the abstract and conclusions
Abstract. The content is right. 
Conclusion. The discussion about The Ashley’s Book of Knots should be in the literature review, not in conclusions. You mention several times about your opinion. It is not much correct, at least as an expression to avoid. Besides, your results are not validated because the number of tests is not big. You said it properly in your recommendations.
	20
	14

	(vii) Referencing
Good range of references. Including standards, guidance books, articles, books, relevant institutions from industry (CIRIA), etc.








	10
	8

	Other Comments

	
	

	TOTAL
	100
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