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Appendix Six


Interview- teacher 1 
1. How do you motivate the children? 
I would make the planning fun and engaging for the children, the more interesting the activity the higher the possibility for the children to be engaged.  
2. When do you think the children are working at their full capacity? For example: teacher focused groups, collaborative learning, independent learning 
This would depend on the child; I think the children work the hardest during the teacher focused tasks because I am there to keep them on task and engaged. 
3. What do you have in your classroom to help the children if they get stuck? 
I have resources in the classroom for example, access to the thesaurus and dictionaries, times tables and displays in the class. 
4. How would you ensure that the children are happy and ready to learn in the classroom? 
I have a well-being chart; the children place themselves in the morning where they are. If a child is not happy for a reason, we informally talk to the children to help solve the problem  so they are then able to get focused on the sessions.  
  


Interview- teacher 2 
1. How do you motivate the children? 
I involve the children as much as I can in the teaching of a new area, this keeps the children listening and thinking for themselves as well as motivating the children to contribute to the session.   
2. When do you think the children are working at their full capacity? For example: teacher focused groups, collaborative learning, independent learning 
My children enjoy the lessons when they are working collaboratively and are engaged in the activities, however not all the children are working at their full capacity at all times. 
3. What do you have in your classroom to help the children if they get stuck? 
I have a buddy system in the class, the children have learning partners. The children sit with their partners and can help out each other when they are stuck on a particular problem.  
4. How would you ensure that the children are happy and ready to learn in the classroom? 
I look out for the children who are not being themselves, because it is later on in the year I know when a child is not as focused or happy as they usually are. I then have a chat with the child to work out what is wrong and how to overcome this.  












Interview- teacher 3   

1. How do you motivate the children? 
I get involved in the lessons and get really enthusiastic, the more enthusiastic I am the more motivated the children are as they get excited about the topic we are learning.  
2. When do you think the children are working at their full capacity? For example: teacher focused groups, collaborative learning, independent learning 
I feel that this is very dependent on the strength and weaknesses of the children, some children work really well independently and are learning at their full capacity. However, some children need me to be there to help them and keep them on task. 
3. What do you have in your classroom to help the children if they get stuck? 
I have resources in my classroom, the children know where everything in the class and use it to help them. For example, there is Numicons in the draw for them to use in maths, I also have extending vocabulary on the walls they can use to develop their writing.  

4. How would you ensure that the children are happy and ready to learn in the classroom? 
I have a well-being chart, the children place themselves in the morning where they are. If a child is not happy for a reason we informally talk to the children to help solve the problem so they are then able to get focused on the sessions. 









Appendix Seven

Children’s interviews –group 1, year 6 
· What helps you when you are stuck?
“Wagolls really help me to know what I need to write” (What a good one looks like) 
“When we are allowed to magpie ideas, helps my imagination”
· What do you like the most about your lessons?
“I like when the lessons are fun and interesting, otherwise I get bored and don’t want to do anything”
“I like when we do treasure hunts around the school, because it gets us out of the class for a bit”
· When are you working at your highest capacity?
“During maths because I am good at maths”
“When the teacher is there to help me with my work” 
· What else could the teachers do to help?
“Make more wagolls, I like wagolls”
“I like it when there is help for me on the displays, to give me ideas on what to write”
· Which area do you like the most?
“I like the digi-den because I enjoy maths and we get to sit on bean bags”
“Smaller groups because then there is less people to distract me”











Children’s interviews –group 1, year 4 
· What helps you when you are stuck?
“I like when we have a brain brake, going outside helps clear my head”
“The words on the walls help me to make my writing better”
“Working together to work something out”
· What do you like the most about your lessons?
“I like it when they are fun”
“I like it when we can go outside in the sun”
“I like drawing but I’m not very good at it”
· When are you working at your highest capacity?
“When I’m on my own I can focus more”
“When we work in small groups there is not as much noise”
“Working with someone else so they can help me”
· Which area around the school do you work best?
“I like going to the library because there is comfy sofas to do my work on”
“I like it when we work independently because we are allowed to go where we want”
“I like the challenges because I can dance and play outside with the footballs”








Appendix Eight
 
Day one –  
 
Early years were using VR headsets to visually see an image and then using their knowledge paint the image that they can see. This is good for the children to see a 3D image to fully investigate the textures on the animals.  
Early years were also using play dough to make animals placing different materials in the play dough for texture.  
 
Year 1+2 were using real money to add up to two pound, the task was to see how many different ways they could make the money. Children take control, of their own learning and choose which level they think they could tackle.  
 
Year 3+4 were independent learning, the children looked like they knew what they were doing however the wing looked very confusing coming into the wing.  
 
Year 6 had just finished playing a game of quidditch, year 5 on residential trip.  
 
Day two – 
 
Observation of Parkour lesson, children use their problem solving skills when tackling the obstacles in different ways.  
· The children were very engaged in the activity 
· The children were developing their key motor skills for PE early on.  
· The children explained that the activities are not scary, and they are not scared of the heights.  
· Some of the children saw it as a creative activity, they explained that it is fun and away from the classroom 
· Some children explained that you get out of the task what you put in. And will only succeed in the task if you put full effort into the activity.  
· The learning is very hands on and involves the children running and ushering the space provided. 
 
Observation of P4C lesson, starting with a question the children discuss and debate their views on the topic. 
· Activity involves the classroom being flexible, where the tables are pushed to the side and chairs in a circle to help include everyone in the task. 
· The children were made aware of the skills they would be working on and also made aware of the skills that are in year 7 for the children to extend their skills.  
· Unfortunately, the behaviour of the class wasn’t as good as the parkour lesson which is interesting as with the parkour the children are outside of the classroom in a different environment.  
· The children enjoy the lesson as they feel more comfortable working on the floor 
· Easier to get involved in the activity when in a circle.  
· The children enjoy activities that involve the children and keep them engaged in the task.  
 
Year 6 math lesson, the children previously had assessed their own learning so knew which levels they were working at. The children were then sent off to complete a rotation of activities.  
· Teacher focus group  
· Digi-den (my maths) 
· VIP game in pairs 
Children discussed that they don’t lie being stuck in the classroom, the VIP means Very Independent Person. The children work outside of the classroom collaboratively or on their own to extend their learning.  
· “ I don’t learn unless an adult is with me”  
· “I can learn in any environment”  
· “I like the reading corner because its comfy and warm.” 
· “The birds are creative because it’s another way to show angles”  
A child explained that she likes the discovery area, she has made a lava lamp there previously. She would use the discovery are to make maths more interesting because she doesn’t like it.  
 
Year 4, challenges. Following the four purposes the year 3’s use the iPad to scan the QR code to find out the activity. When the children are on this activity they can chose any paper out from the 4 purposes to complete. The children enjoy the activities because they can choose which activity the wish to complete however the children also ways chose the creativity and healthy individual where they can dance and do crafts.  
 
Day three-  
 
Year 6 welsh activity with the rotation  
· “30 mins to just mess around” 
· “Sometimes I do more than I have to”  
· “I enjoy drawing but I’m not good at it” 
· “If I was on my own I would have finished by now”  
 
 
 
What makes the classroom good? 
Do you like coming outside of the classroom? 
 
Day four-  
 
Expert sashes- if the children or the teach feels that the children are comfortable with the task they can help the other children  
Horse shoe tables, learning environments 
What would be more effective small teacher focus groups or longer engagement for the children. 
Skill ladder, the children are fully aware where they are and what they need to do to move up the ladder.  
Flipped learning, the children learn the topic at home as homework first and then level themselves ready to come in and apply the knowledge they have learnt.  
Children are able to recall all the 4 purposes and make their own eg we should be kid and caring learners. 
  
Year 6- children building a safety zone out of Jenna blocks, each child writes on a block and they build a class one.  
· The children were shy when walking up on their own, but had a little more confidence talking when in the comfort of their seats. 
· However, when the children had the opportunity to remove a block from the Jenna and knock it down, all the children were engaged and ready to contribute their answers 
 
Towards the beginning of the next lesson the children looked very sleepy and not ready to do work, the LSA paused the lesson and took all the children outside for a run or walk on the courts.  
 
“I prefer the VIP area because it makes me more independent” 
“It depends who is there if I do my work” 
“It makes me more independent” 
“I prefer the digi den its really comfortable and relaxed in the room” 
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APPENDIX2

Nreses | Yr Athrofa

. University of Wales | Institute of Education
Tty Saint Davia Addg Gymra.) Edcation o W

Consent form for taking photographs and filming while working with children

For the purpose of teacher training only, | agree to allowing:

as a representative of the School ofIntial Teacher Education ~ Yr Athrofa (University of
Wales Triniy Saint David), o:

Take photographs.
Take video
Tape-record (Tick accordingly)

(Tick accordingly)
Parental consent:
child consent:

Name of headteacher.

Signed by:
Name of school:
Date:

11:40
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Effective practice Report- Elective experience.

Number of pupils: 598
Age range: 3-11
Date of report: February 2019

Context and background of the school

Pembroke dock community school s located near the town centre. The school
has 598 pupils on roll aged 3-11 years in 23 classes total. Approximately 33% of
puplls are elgible for ree school meals, which is above the average. Nearly al
the puplls are of white Britsh ethnicity and come from homes where Englih is
the main language. the school identifes that around 25% of the pupils have
additional learning needs, including 10 pupils who have a statement. The
school is currently a pioneer school, meaning they are working with the Welsh
‘Government and other pioneer school to develop and pilot a new curriculum
for Wales.

Research Question

The impact of the learning environment on ks2 learner's e
motivation.

Aims of the study

The research project aims to explore how the learning environment can make.
a positive impact on leaners engagement and motivation. As well as to capture:
the views of our current generation practitioners and students about what
helps the children to learn effectively. The primary research that | wish to
undertake i to provide an insight into how the learning environment
compliments and affects children's learning within a K52 classroom,

Research Methods

> Electronic questionnaires distributed to children in Ks2
> Group interviews with students from year 4 and year 6
> Interviews with a few teachers from ks2 classrooms

> Observations of lessons taught by K2 teachers
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Main findings

The learning environment across the school is highly engaging with rich and
varied displays to inform, stimulate and support puplls learning and
understanding. Learning areas have been developed across the school which
has been providing spaces in which the children can work with teachers,
collaborate with one another and work independently. Most of the pupils
Seem to be working effectively and were fully engaged in the tasks. The school
has recently changed from whole class lessons to teacher focused rotation
lesson, which also seems to have 2 positive impact on the children's
production and abiliy for teachers to provide rich feedback. During the
rotation lessons, the children work independently using the learning spaces
available to them outside of the classroom. During this most of the children
‘appeared to be on task and engaged in the activities. Teachers are also setting
high expectations for the children and encouraging them to be ambitious in
their learning. As well as ensuring all of Donaldson's 4 purposes are being
incorporated. Al the children are able to identify which purposes they are
working on after each session
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