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Survey analysis: Population growth in China

The data that I am analyzing is from data collected by the National Bureau of statistics of China, the birth rates and death rates of China and population percentage growth rates. This is where I have gathered all the data shown in the graphs below. The graphs show the increase of population and how it’s rapidly increased since 1950. Since then, China has become the most heavily populated countries in the world with one of the largest economies with over 1.4billion people residing there. I will be analyzing three graphs showing the increase of population. Furthermore, I will be pinpointing point of interest inside the data pinpointing events that happened throughout this time and how it affected population. 
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Graph 1: population growth in China between 1950 and 2018 [1]. 


The first table shows an increase of population all the way to 2018 and this trend hasn’t stopped into 2019.  I have used this graph to show data as it shows a clear increase in population. Starting at around 500 million in 1950 to expected 1.42 billion in 2020.  This is a massive increase in population, the rise in population will be due to many factors including the growth in the economy.    The first trend noticeable in the graph is that the is a dip in population growth at the end of the late fifties into the early sixties. This could be due to the implementation of the ‘Great Leap Forward’ policy by Mao Zedong. This policy was to shift China into an industrial revolution much like the British one. Villagers were prompted to work in steel mills and other industrial factories causing a famine which heavily damaged the births and deaths rates during the years of the Great Leap Forward. This is clearly visible from the table shown below. [2]
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Graph 2: Births and Deaths. [2]
The second graph shows that due to the Great Leap Forward there was a decline in births, resulting in a decline in population rates. The second graphs data correlates along with the first and gives further evidence of reasons why the dip in population would have occurred. The policy itself caused China great harm economically during those few years.  Although this wasn’t the case for long as both graphs show a quick increase of population and birth rates just after the Great Leap Forward policy finished, later births rates start to decline due to a new policy implemented in the seventies.  The one child policy was implemented to try and slow the rate of population growth. This policy caused an unbalanced between men to women as men were favored as children. This put children in potential danger as the policy was strictly listened too as families were fined for having more than one child. However, the Chinese government said that this prevented 400 million children from being born slowing the population curve for 35 years. This policy ended on the 1st January 2016, allowing couples to have two children. [3] this in turn will start an increase of the Chinese population since the policy was changed. 
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Graph 3: percent change of population growth, China [4].






Even though the Chinese population has increased from 550 million to nearly 1.42 billion in 2020, the actual percentage of population year on year is decreasing. As most people have only had one child for the past 35 years as the one child policy hindered this. This has caused the Chinese government a problem as now they have a major ageing population and fewer young people. One of the major downsides to an ageing population is that it hinders the country’s economy since fewer young people to replace the ageing labour force which isn’t really a favorable idea for the Chinese government’s plans of being the largest economic powerhouse the world has seen [5]. Therefore, I believe that the Chinese government ended the one child policy as they wanted to increase the younger population. Population sizes are still increasing but I believe that the government must make concessions to try and get younger couples to have more children. 

Population growth rates must be monitored closely by the Chinese government as they to introduce new policies around the growing population. The increase of population affects everyone, as over populated areas have increased strains on services provided and this can cause problems, therefore the government must provide for the increase of population. Planning infrastructure, services like hospitals and litter collection, energy and more. In my opinion I believe that population is one of the largest factors in which every government must control and monitor and the Chinese government has shown in previous attempts to control population.

Overall the data that I have used has correlated with the examples that I’ve used as evidence in China’s policy making around population control and why it’s an important factor to be controlled. The examples I have used show why population has had a huge increase since 1950 with some policies implemented to control the rise in population.  My examples have furthermore shown that because of controls and policies implemented by the Chinese government has caused negative effects along with population control. The negative effects have caused further implantation of polices controlling population allowing further population growth. I do believe that the policies and control around population is one of the many factors to why the Chinese growth of the economy has been so successful. 
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Demographic Impact of China’s Great Leap Forward Famine (1959-61) g
Between 1959 and 1961 China suffered the largest known famine in history. Shown in the top panel is the decline of births and the rise of mortality

The panel below shows the decrease of the population during the famine and the rebound thereafter which meant that, already by 1970, China was back on

the pre-famine population trajectory.
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Data source: Data up to 1982 are from Luo, S. 'Reconstruction of life tables and age distributions for the population of China, by year, from 1953 to 1982. Data after 1983 are from the World Bank.
The data visualization is available at OurWorldinData.org. There you find research on famines and global development. Licensed under CC-BY-SA by the author Max Roser.
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