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Executive Summary

This summary is to show my knowledge and understanding about the global agreements on tackling the main contributors to climate change and how the outcome of the global agreements have affected the contribution towards climate change and to see if the global agreements are still necessary.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

There are many different global agreements and treaties around the world, but for the purpose of this report the main global agreements and treaties that are going to be focused on are the ones that contribute towards climate change such as The Paris Agreement.  To start off with the Montreal Protocol that came into force in 1987.  Even though this global agreement was not planned to contribute towards climate change, The Montreal Protocol was a historic environmental treaty as it became a representation of what was to come for future diplomacy on the issue of climate change (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).  The Montreal Protocol is a global treaty that is designed to protect the earth’s ozone layer by gradually phasing out the production of numerous substances that are responsible for the earth’s ozone depletion such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), this global treaty was signed and approved by every country in the world (United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2020).

In 1992 the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was signed and approved by all of the countries of the world. The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change founded an annual forum, which can be recognised ad the Conference of the Parties or COP for global discussions that are aimed at steadying the attentiveness of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which is done by acknowledging the alteration in the Earth’s climate and its harmful effects that are a common concern of human kind.  The conferences that are held within this framework have produced the Kyoto Protocol and The Paris Agreement (UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE, 1992).

The Kyoto Protocol was first approved of in 1997 and it was put into action in 2005, this was the first legally binding climate treaty.  The Kyoto Protocol required developed countries to limit and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 5 percent below the 1990 levels, also this protocol formed a system where it can monitor the countries progress by utilising principles and provisions of the convention, and it follows annex based structure.  However, The Kyoto Protocol did not force developing countries that are major carbon emitters such as China and India to take action (United Nations Climate Change, 2021).

The Paris Agreement that was formed in 2015 under the authorisation of the UNFCCC is the most important and determined agreement to date.  The Paris Agreement obliges all countries to set an upper limit on acceptable risk from climate change well below 2 degrees Celsius and as close to 1.5 degrees Celsius as possible, above the preindustrial levels by the end of this century.  To remain under the upper level if acceptable risk, Parties aspire to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions a soon as possible and to take on rapid reductions thereafter so they can achieve a global net zero emissions, which basically means that the amount of greenhouse gases emitted equals the amount removed from the earth’s atmosphere, in the second half of the century (Streck, 2016).  The Paris Agreement also aims to reach a global goal on the alteration of enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience, and reducing vulnerability to climate change, with an understanding to contribute towards sustainable development and guaranteeing an adequate adaptation response in the framework pf the upper limit on global warming (Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform, 2021).





Chapter 2: The Concerns of The Paris Agreement

Even though the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement agreed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the amount of carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere keeps on increasing which is leading to the Earth being heated up at a distressing rate.  Scientists warn that if this warming of the Earth continues to increase, it could cause environmental disaster to much of the planet.  These environmental disasters can consist of an astounding amount of sea level rise, record breaking droughts and floods and an extensive species loss.  There are many growing concerns from experts, activists, and citizens that the commitments under these global agreements such as The Paris Agreement are not ambitious or insistent enough (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).  However, for the purpose of this report only three concerns are going to be focused on and they are the argument on whether we should aim for 2 degrees Celsius or 1.5 degrees Celsius, the technology transfer of the Paris Agreement and the United States participation within The Paris Agreement.

Chapter 2.1:  The Argument of 2 Degrees Celsius or 1.5 Degrees Celsius

COP 21 took place from the 30th of November to the 12th of December 2015, which was intended to deal with the increasing warmth of the earth’s atmosphere due to mankind’s greenhouse gas emissions which can often be known as global warming or the climate crisis.  The attending parties of COP 21 were tasked with the investigations of a variety of solutions to the threat of human and animal extinction in certain parts of the world.  The risks of climate change consist of melting ice caps, wildfires, and rising sea levels.  The attending parties consisted of Austria, France, The United States, The United Kingdom, Spain, Australia, Japan, Canada, Ireland, Italy, and the Netherlands.  COP 21 marked a defining moment in climate action history, by making a definitive move towards a below 2 degrees Celsius target.  A pronounced temperature rise that leads to more than 2 degrees Celsius in the earth’s atmosphere is thought to be very catastrophic by climate scientists.  As a matter of fact, the agreement even identifies that an inclusive goal of only a 1.5 degrees Celsius increase should be what they strive for, as this would facilitate help towards protecting the island states who are the most threatened by the rising sea levels (Selectra, 2021).

Aiming to achieve the goal of 2 degrees Celsius, which was the limit of the rise in global average temperatures that was approved by 196 nations within COP 21.  The whole notion of this is that by the year 2100, warming will come to a sudden stop, having only gone up by 2 degrees Celsius over the pre-industrial temperatures.  This 2 degree Celsius cap consists of the 0.8% of which the world has already been warmed since the pre-industrial period.  However, experts believe that setting this limit is a step in the right direction, but it is also a cap that is way too high.  Due to the climate change effects such as catastrophic heat waves, droughts, and hurricanes and the rises in the sea levels could cause catastrophic damage in low elevation places such as the Caribbean Islands.  Therefore, it would be better for less developed countries and low elevated places just like the Caribbean Islands to aim for a long term global temperature of 1.5 degrees Celsius (Dobson, 2017).

Whereas setting the demand with the developing nations across the world within COP 21 of global warming to be limited to 1,5 degrees Celsius as there would not be any catastrophic disasters to happen with the limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius, and the people who supported this 1.5 degrees Celsius limit were The United States, France, Australia, and Canada.  However, a group of mighty nations such as China and India opposed of this limit as they say that a limit that low is unrealistic, as the entire world would need to reach zero net carbon emissions by the year 2040.  Therefore, after rigorous discussions it was decided that they would set the cap at 2 degrees Celsius and to pursue efforts towards 1.5 degrees Celsius towards the future.  Which could then possibly lead to phasing out fossil fuels completely which needs to be done as early as the year 2050 changing, so that the switch from fossil fuels to green energy sources can happen (Barton, 2016).

Chapter 2.2: The Technology Transfer of The Paris Agreement

The technologies that are used to address climate are often known as climate technologies.  Climate technologies are put in place to help reduce greenhouse gases, theses technologies consist of renewable energy sources such as wind energy, solar power, and hydropower.  To adjust to the harmful effects of climate change, the technologies that are being used are drought resistant crops, early warning systems and sea walls.  There are also soft climate technologies, which consist of energy efficient practices or training for using these specific types of equipment.  Developing and transferring technologies to support national action on climate change has been a significant element from the commencement of the UNFCCC process.  The Convention states that all parties should promote and cooperate in the advancement and application of technologies and strategies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions on a global scale.  The Convention also advises developed country parties to take all feasible steps towards the interdependent factors that consist of research, physical, communication, financial resources, and education, especially towards the developing countries (United Nations Climate Change, 2021).

Within the United Nations Climate Change Process, countries have agreed that it is significant to enhance technology development and transfer to developing countries.  This was done by the founding of the Technology Mechanism in 2010’s COP, which has the objective of accelerating and enhancing climate technology development and transfer.  It consists of two bodies that work together, and they are the Technology Executive Committee and the Climate Technology Centre and Network.  The mechanism will also serve the Paris Agreement.  The Technology Executive Committee is the Technology Mechanism’s policy arm and analyses policy issues and provides recommendations to support countries in enhancing climate technology efforts.  The Climate Technology Centre and Network is the mechanism’s implementation arm, and it helps support countries to improve the implementation of climate technology projects and programmes. It has three mains main components, and they are providing technical assistance to developing countries, creating access to knowledge on climate technologies and to foster collaboration among climate technology stakeholders (TT: CLEAR, 2017).  

The Paris Agreement expresses their long term vision of fully realizing technology development and transfer for both refining the resilience towards climate change and the reducing of greenhouse gas emissions.  It creates a technology framework to provide overarching guidance to the well-functioning Technology Mechanism.  The mechanism is accelerating technology development and transfer through its policy and implantation arms (Rimmer, 2021).

Chapter 2.3: The United States Participation within The Paris Agreement

The United States pledged to decrease the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions by 26 percent to 28 percent from 2005 levels by 2025.  80 percent of that total is energy related to the carbon emissions, the remainder that was coming from other gases such as methane.  The results that the United States have pledged to is still below the 40 percent reduction goal of the EU has adopted for 2030.  Therefore, the United Stated struggled with the broad and coherent climate and energy policy and they began to worsen (Clemencon, 2016)

Therefore, President Obama was able to officially enter the United States into the agreement under international law through decision making authority, meanwhile it enforced no new legal obligations on the country.  The United States have a number of tools already on the books, under laws that have already been approved by Congress which is to cut down the carbon emissions that is getting into the earth’s atmosphere.  The country officially joined the agreement in September 2016 after submitting its proposal for participation.  However, the Paris Agreement could not go ahead until at least 55 nations representing at least 55 percent of global emissions had officially joined.  This happened on October 2016, and then the agreement went into force 30 days later on November 4, 2016.  Once President Obama was in position he put in an executive order to reduce carbon emissions from coal fired plants and to expand the renewable energy technologies (Natural Resources Defence Council, 2021).  

Once President Obama’s position as President came to an end the election of the Republican President Donald Trump came into position in 2016, who would most likely lead to revoking these orders, which lead to the achievement of the current United States goals up in the air (Clemencon, 2016).  However, he did not only revoke those orders he pulled out of the Paris Agreement completely and his reasons for pulling out of the Paris Agreement is that it disadvantages the United States to the exclusive benefit of other countries.  Leaving American workers “who I love” and tax payers to absorb the cost, which consists of loss of jobs, lower wages, shuttered factories, and a vastly diminished economic production (BBC, 2017).  Which basically showed a lack of consistency and commitment towards the Paris Agreement as it helps supports developing countries and almost makes a mockery out of it.

Once Presidents Trump’s position came to and end. Joe Biden came into position as President and on his first day in office, President Biden sent a letter to the United Nations officially signalling that the United States would re-join the Paris Agreement.  Thirty days later the United States was re entered into the Paris Agreement.  President Biden’s goal for the Paris Agreement is to cut greenhouse emissions in half by the end of this decade in 2030 because this will not only make the economy more prosperous but healthier and fair and cleaner for the entire planet.  This pledge that President Biden has made sets America on a path of net zero emissions economy by no later than 2050, where we then lead up to a more sustainable future than what we have now (Lederman, 2021).

Chapter 3: Should the Paris Agreement still go ahead 

In my own opinion I think that the Paris Agreement should still go ahead because climate change and global warming is still occurring around the world due to all the greenhouse gases that have been emitted into the atmosphere, especially in developing countries so if the developed and more advanced countries helped support the developing countries more by giving them more advanced technologies to help improve their greenhouse gas emissions and if our developed and more advanced countries stick to what they are pledging towards all of us then I think that we might hit the goal that President Biden has set out for us which is to achieve net zero emissions economy by 2050.



Conclusion

I have the purpose of this report as I have identified the different agreement that were put into action such as the Montreal Protocol, Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement which is the most current and up to date climate agreement.  I have also met the purpose of this report as I have identified three main concerns which were should the Paris Agreement agree on 2 degrees Celsius or 1.5 degrees Celsius and the outcome was 2 degrees Celsius but work more towards the 1.5 degrees Celsius.  The second concern identified was the technology transfer and that all developed countries should help and support the developing countries with the sharing and transference of more advanced technologies.  The last concern was America’s participation in the Paris Agreement as President Trump pulled out of the Paris Agreement and left it all up in the air until President Biden came in with his pledge to cut emissions in half by 2030, which would lead to net zero emissions by the year 2050.

Recommendations

It should be recommended that more and more countries help with the sharing and transference of advanced climate technologies to developing and low elevated countries as then they could prepare more to stop a natural catastrophe from happening, and it should be recommended that all countries should help towards reaching a net zero emissions by the year 2050 as one country can not do it by themselves but if all the countries can work together then the net zero emissions could happen by 2050.




























References
Barton, E. (2016, April 26). 2 Degrees or 1.5? What the Paris Climate Agreement Means for the Caribbean. Retrieved from https://www.panoramas.pitt.edu/: https://www.panoramas.pitt.edu/art-and-culture/2-degrees-or-15-what-paris-climate-agreement-means-caribbean
BBC. (2017, June 01). Trump explains why US pulling out of Paris accord. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-40127876
Clemencon, R. (2016). The Two Sides of the Paris Climate Agreement: Dismal Failure or Historic Breakthrough? SAGE JOURNALS, 1.
Council on Foreign Relations. (2021). Global Climate Agreements: Successes and Failures. Retrieved from https://www.cfr.org: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements
Dobson, M. (2017, December 06). The 4 Issues That Can Make or Break the Paris Climate Agreement. Retrieved from https://www.huffpost.com/: https://www.huffpost.com/entry/issues-paris-climate-agreement_b_8482406
Lederman, J. (2021, April 22). Biden commits to cutting U.S. emissions in half by 2030 as part of Paris climate pact. Retrieved from https://www.nbcnews.com: https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/biden-will-commit-halving-u-s-emissions-2030-part-paris-n1264892
Natural Resources Defence Council. (2021). Paris Climate Agreement: Everything You Need to Know. Retrieved from https://www.nrdc.org/: https://www.nrdc.org/stories/paris-climate-agreement-everything-you-need-know
Rimmer, M. (2021, April 06). Article 10 of the Paris Agreement 2015: Technology Development and Transfer. Retrieved from https://papers.ssrn.com/: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3417523
Selectra. (2021, May 18). COP21: All You Need To Know. Retrieved from https://selectra.co.uk/: https://selectra.co.uk/energy/guides/environment/cop21
Streck, C. (2016). The Paris Agreement: A New Beginning. Europe: Journal for European Environmental & Planning Law.
Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform. (2021). UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Retrieved from https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=126&menu=3170
TT: CLEAR. (2017). TECHNOLOGY MECHANISM. Retrieved from https://unfccc.int/: https://unfccc.int/ttclear/support/technology-mechanism.html
United Nations Climate Change. (2021). What is technology development and transfer? Retrieved from https://unfccc.int: https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-technology/the-big-picture/what-is-technology-development-and-transfer
United Nations Climate Change. (2021). What is the Kyoto Protocol? Retrieved from https://unfccc.int: https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol
UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE. (1992). UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE. Retrieved from https://unfccc.int: https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
United States Environmental Protection Agency. (2020, February 13). International Actions - The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Retrieved from https://www.epa.gov: https://www.epa.gov/ozone-layer-protection/international-actions-montreal-protocol-substances-deplete-ozone-layer





2

