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500 word report on the Egyptian funerary cones found at el-Moghraqa
The funerary cones found in Gaza near the site of el-Moghraqa excavated in 1996 by Palestine department of antiquities under Dr main  Sadeq (Steel et al, 2004: 319) studies of the cones reveal that they are dated to the Egyptian new kingdom and has the names of Thutmose III and Hatshepsut.(Steel et al, 2004: ) Given nature, if Egypt’s foreign policy for this time period and the large swaths of land that Egypt came to acquire it is not unusual to find ancient Egyptian artifacts outside of Egypt in the quantity. The cones however are thought to be exclusively Theban area between 18th and 26th dynasties (Ryan, 1998:1)
The cones themselves are likely to have been sourced locally as they are found at this site except for Thebes. However, these cones were seemingly fired by less skilled craftsmen as the cones display an uneven firing as there is thick black banding around them. To this extent, the cones maybe have been constructed and damaged in this way due to them showing breakage. Which has not come from a modern source. (steel et al,2004:326) the cones were not found with a structure to accompany them but are theorized to potentially be a grave marking.  other points to consider is the hieroglyphs that are imprinted are not as accurate as the hieroglyphs in Egypt, suggesting that they are not Egyptian in origin but were sourced locally and created by someone who did not write hieroglyphs. Due to the way in which the hieroglyphs have been shaped, the most prominent example of this is the scarab that has been inscribed. Scarab seals in the region of Syro-Palestine are very common (Steel et al,2004: 74) however the condition and possible use for these cones it is unlikely that they were traded and were created with a specific purpose in mind.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This was done around the time Hatshepsut and Thutmoses co-ruled or his attempt to purge her from the historical records failed to reach this part of the empire From my experience of making a cone out clay. I found that shaping it was easy but when it came to stamping the cone, that took more care as pressing into the object often ruined the shape of the cone.  By working with the clay in order to replicate the funerary cones. By creating the cones in a seminar, it helps to reiterate the materiality of the cones, and the difficulty I had in keeping the cones to a smooth surface and management the balance between pressure on the stamp and holding the cone as to not ruin the shape. the difficulty I experienced from shaping the cones is due to my inexperience, but it is also key to remember that the funerary cones would be made from a finer clay than the one used in the seminar. Due to the nature of the funerary cones being improperly fired it also indicates that the cones were most likely not created by an Egyptian as if the clay was locally sourced then it wouldn’t need to be as carefully tended to this combined with the arguably lower quality hieroglyphs also shows that they were created in Gaza. Whatever the cause of the cones condition they are representative of their time. While their exact nature may not be known 
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