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1.0 Introduction. 

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on climate change, it was adopted in December 2015 by 196 parties at COP 21 in Paris. The purpose of this treaty is to limit global warming by keeping the temperature of earth below 2C or below 1.5C by reducing greenhouse gas emissions (United Nations, 2021).  Scientists warned that the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is increasing and without addressing this issue on a global scale there would be many complications and long term effects, such as staggering sea level rises and multiple environmental catastrophe to the world with record breaking droughts and floods (Maizland, 2021).

The treaty influences all parties to adapt their mitigation contributions every five years and overtime, these contributions have to increase to reflect the highest possible ambition to ensure the overall goal of the Paris Agreement, this is monitored through each parties contribution and action plan to ensure that all aims are progressively meeting the long term goals of this treaty (Streck et al, 2016). Each country sets its own emission-reduction targets also recognised as (NDCS) national determined contributions, another main aim of the Paris Agreement is to provide climate finance which results in rich countries helping poorer countries to adapt to climate change effectively and switch to renewable energy (Briggs, 2015). 

The implementation of this economic and social transformation has recognised for major criticism in recent years such as the terms included in the agreement being difficult to enforce and there are no repercussions for countries who fail to meet their targets they have adopted. The agreement does not also give guidance and clear aims of how much each must reduce its emissions to avoid a global environmental catastrophe (TCC, 2021). In the recent NDC Synthesis report that was published by United Nations, the findings resulted in climate commitments not on track to meet the Paris Agreement goals which indicated that nations must redouble their climate efforts if the Paris Agreements goal of limiting the global temperature rise by 2C by the end of the century (United Nations, 2021).

Although the intention of this agreement has created a useful framework for all countries to reduce their carbon emissions, this report will address the reasons why this international treaty on climate change has failed to deliver the targets. 

2.0 Three main concerns that have prevented the implementation of a global agreement.
2.1 Concern 1 – Developed V Developing world.

There is a disparity between developed and developing nations in relation to the Paris Agreement. The main concern between these categorised countries is the difference in how economically advanced these countries are. In 2019 developed countries who have advanced economies were able to reduce their energy related CO2 emissions by 400M tonnes in comparison to developing economies who had a rise in CO2 emissions with an increase of 400M tonnes (International Energy Agency, 2020). This indicates how crucial it is for wealthier nations to use and share their resources to support developing countries in achieving climate goals. The unstable economy of developing countries was a concern for the Paris agreement as countries with weak economies would not be able to meet the targets which may have been a contributor of failure to this international treaty as developing country may not want to put their economies on pause whilst investing in low emission energy sources that will be costly. 

When comparing both developed and developing countries it can be identified that due to the money and technology available for developed countries, they have the ability to act faster and act more to reduce the impacts of climate change in the future. 

The concern for countries that signed up to the Paris agreement who could not afford to implement changes in agreement to the treaty was considered by the Paris Agreement. Therefore, a financial fund was created and is now a critical element of treaty and is also recognised as the world’s largest climate fund. This fund was mandated to support developing countries and raise nationally determined contributions ambitions (Green Climate Fund, n.d). The concern for developing countries was resolved through funding and now reflects how the agreement emphaises climate-safe technologies in the developing world to improve resilience to climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions through technology development and transfer from the developed world (Mehta et al, 2016). Some nations that signed up to the Paris Agreement such as Mauritius, Toga and other developing areas have been supported through the green climate fundas they could not afford technology costs. Due to each nation of the world working and developing at different paces it has made it difficult for countries to agree to the global agreements and the use of  climate funding could be considered a key element in being the solution in the disparity between the developing and developed nations by the developing nations assisting developing countries climate mitigation and adaptation efforts (Ari et al, 2017).

2.2 Concern 2 – The effect of Donald Trump’s decision. 

On the first of June 2017 Donald Trump who was president of the U.S announced his withdrawal participation from the Paris Agreement as he stated the agreement would ‘undermine’ the united states economy and would influence negative effects placing the U.S at a permanent disadvantage  The withdrawal from the U.S was a major concern for the Paris Agreement as it impaired different states confidence in climate corporation and affected the leadership deficit in addressing global climate issues and gave negative publicity for the international climate cooperation’s (Zhang, 2017). President Donald Trump stated that he viewed the agreement as a massive redistribution of the United States wealth to other countries, it would also weaken the USA sovereignty (Garden, 2017). The U.S is the second largest emitter worldwide after China as they pledged to cut emissions which results in 20 percent of global cuts foreseen by the agreement. The concern of the U.S withdrawal was that it could undercut collective efforts to reduce carbon output, transition to renewable energy sources and lock in future climate measures (McBride, 2017). Another reason why trump left the Paris Agreement was because he felt it was an unfair burden on the U.S and has done little to slow down emissions from other countries (Jacobo, 2020). The major concern of the U.S withdrawal from the agreement is that US represents for 15% of global greenhouse gas emissions and remains the world’s largest and most powerful economy, therefore being the only country to withdraw from the global agreement it raises questions of trust for other countries (C2ES, 2021). As a number of countries such as Saudi Arabia and Russia had shown willingness to side with the US efforts to push back science around global warming. There was an uncertainty whether President trumps decision would see other countries adopt a go-slow attitude, at a time when scientists are demanding increased efforts should be priority (Mcgrath, 2020). In other view, the U.S withdrawal may have driven a sense of unity amongst other countries and see a new leadership emerge. There was a solution for this concern once Joe Biden was elected to be President of the United States as he pledged to return the U.S to the Paris Agreement and implement changes to fight against climate change making it top priority of his administration. On the 19th of February 2021 the U.S formally re-joined the agreement (Newburger, 2021). The use of adapting the Paris Agreement to all countries and using the global framework is suggested to strengthen every country involved ability to deal with the impacts of climate change and support each other in their efforts therefore, this solution allows the U.S to scale up their efforts to reduce emissions and build resilience and decrease vulnerability to the adverse effects of climate change (European Commission, n.d).


2.3 Concern 3 – Is the Paris Agreement feasible? 

In recent years the Paris Agreement has been criticised in relation to how feasible this global agreement is, some critics emphasise how costly this global agreement will be to implement and will only reduce global warming minimally. Figure 1 reflects how countries involved in the Paris Agreement are not on track to meet the goal and how rapidly the current warming is progressing to 1.5°C which will still result in staggering sea levels and droughts and floods. Therefore, this suggests that more needs to be done globally in order to reduce climate change, as CFR’s Hill stated, ‘The Paris Agreement is not enough, even at the time of negotiation, it was identified as not being enough’ (Maizland,2021). The agreement not being enough to stop climate change may have an impact on the number of countries willing to participate in this treaty and there may be an increase of withdrawals in the future. 
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Figure 1 -

Critics and even supporters of the Paris Agreement have panned the agreement as ineffective as scientific findings states that limiting warming to 1.5°C by 2100 needs early and rapid action (Schaeffer et al, 2015).  Reports stating that the Paris Agreement is failing due to majority of countries involved are not meeting Paris climate goals. As part of the Paris Agreement countries involved are able to implement their own national objectives which may also be a contribution to the failing performance of the global treaty. The 184 pledges for 2030 found that almost 75% were insufficient and the world’s biggest emitters of greenhouse emissions China and India will have higher emissions in 2030 (Leahy,2019).
It can also be suggested that the U.S also known as the second largest emitter pledge is too low and not effective enough to meet the goals of the agreement and other nations such as Russia have not implemented any pledges to reflect their action plan in reducing greenhouse emissions. There is a mixed approach of countries with some reaching their climate targets effectively and others very limited progress which again reflects how unfeasible the Paris Agreement may be as there is no concise framework or penalties for countries who are not contributing effectively to meet the Paris Agreement goal (Leahy, 2019). If the Paris Agreement 2030 targets are not met, there is a concern that some countries may withdrawal from the agreement which might have a major effect on the success of this treaty. Transparency is widely considered a precondition for the Paris Agreement to be effective, However, a lack of clear reporting standards and comparable information renders the transparency provisions effective. The use of national ambition to  can be a major influence in the success of the Paris Agreement and therefore this concern may influence withdrawal from the agreement and may prevent those who have signed up to the agreement implementing it fully (Raiser, 2020).

3.0 The importance of a global agreement.

A global agreement for climate change can still be considered necessary as I feel that the use of an international treaty can be used as framework for transparent monitoring, reporting and enables countries to work together to meet an overall climate goal of the Paris Agreement (Denchak, 2021). Although I think a global agreement is necessary to achieve a climate neutral world by the mid-century, the Paris agreement has had a lot of criticism due to it not being ‘enough’ to prevent the global average temperature from rising. A major criticism of this international treaty is that countries are able to make voluntarily pledges as there is no unanimous agreement on how much each state must reduce which may be why the Paris Agreement is proving to be ineffective. Although I agree a global agreement is necessary, I think tighter regulations should be adapted when countries are joining this global agreement resulting in fines and penalties for countries who are underperforming or countries who are not committing to the promises, they made in 2015. Overall, I think adjusting the Paris agreement by adapting more stricter rules and regulations to prevent the failure of the Paris Agreement. The purpose of a global agreement is still necessary as climate science have stated that a deep transformation is needed to achieve climate goals, and that an effective transformation must be priority by deep emission reductions before 2030 therefore the Paris Agreement does not reflect this which may be why the agreement is failing (United Nations, 2021). Sir Robert Watson who is former chair of the intergovernmental panel on climate change stated that we have the technology and knowledge to cut emissions throughout the world, whats missing in the implementation of a strong policies and regulations to make it happen, he also added the importance of adapting effective agreements as the world is on a pathway to be between three and four degrees by the end of this century (Leahy, 2019).



4.0 Conclusion.

In conclusion, the Paris Agreement was created with the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to stop the temperature of earth warming above 1.5 °C (Blau, 2017). Although after this international treaty there was some concerns that were analysed in this report including the different economies from both developed and developing world and their influence on funding the implementation of this agreement to reduce gas emissions, this concern was soon to be solved as a Green Climate Fund was created to help poorer nations in adopting an action plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to tackle climate change. The second concern was the withdrawal of the agreement from former President Trump which raised issues whether this action would discourage other countries from implementing changes, although once Joe Biden was elected president he re-joined the Paris Agreement which then again gave the agreement a stronger stance for success as the use of the USAs funding would be beneficial to support and strengthen countries abilities to address climate change and support them in their efforts. The third concern is how feasible the Paris Agreement really is and whether the underperforming progress of this agreement will lead to a rise in withdrawals of the agreement from different countries. This report then summarised with evidence whether an international treaty is still relevant to prevent climate change which suggests that tighter policies and regulations should be implemented to address the urgency of this topic ensuring that countries are all contributing to minimise the detrimental effects climate change will have to the world.
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