The importance of education

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe the importance of education is having a safe and positive learning environment for children to learn and develop. The reason that it’s vital is because the classroom environment is a crucial factor affecting children’s learning. Learning in a positive environment helps students to learn better, due to the fact that a positive environment allows students to feel comfortable, have a good relationship with their peers and teachers, feel encouraged to tackle challenges, able to ask questions, lets them know that it’s okay to make mistakes and gives them the believe that they can be successful. (Unknown, B. 2012)  According to Young (2014) having students feeling this way means that they’ll actively engage in learning which leads to them learning more effectively. Whereas a negative environment causes students to feel like they aren’t accepted or respected which distracts them from learning. There’s been numerous researches showing the impact that emotions have on learning. For example, stress has a huge negative effect on cognitive functioning. However negative emotions are a part of life and can’t be completely avoided, some students get stressed from tests which are mandatory, and they may have things going on in their home life which can be causing them to be unhappy. But by providing enough positive experiences at school for students this can help to out way the negative  and could stop them from getting into a ‘negative spiral’ which would impair their learning as it narrows their focus and their ability to see multiple viewpoints and solve problems. 
I looked at a study that was done by Sithole (2017) on ‘promoting a positive learning environment in school’. In section 1.7.3 it talks about how having a good relationship between teachers, students and parents can promote a peaceful and safe environment for pupils. It’s believed that by having a positive learning environment for children where they’re encouraged to be involved and do their best, can stimulate learning and allow children with challenges to do well in their studies if they are provided with the right support. Section 2.2 looks at the relationship between learning environment and student’s success. It found that the well-being of students and their accomplishments needs a positive learning environment, because children feel safe and are motivated to do better. Furthermore, having a learning environment that inspires children gives them the chance to pursue their goals, develop more self-esteem and gives them the ability to motivate others to do well. Research has discovered that the key factor to student’s success is motivation. High motivation affects children positively however low or no motivation has a negative effect on students. A survey was handed out to pupils and teachers from two different schools to see their opinion of the effect of a positive learning environment. The survey revealed that everyone strongly agreed that the nature of school environment creates a strong influence on students learning and development. Both schools agreed that a positive teaching and learning environment is essential for students to succeed. 
In conclusion from my research we can see that a school’s learning environment can greatly affect students and whether they do well and reach their full potential. Students who are motivated and encouraged by teachers to try their best will feel happier resulting in them be involved in lessons and learn more and therefore have a higher chance of academic success. 












References
[image: ]
Unknown, B. (2012). Positive Learning Environment – Why is it Important?. [Blog] reflectionedu an instructional strategies blog. Available at: https://reflectionedu.wordpress.com/2012/05/07/positive-learning-environment-why-is-it-important/ [Accessed 5 Oct. 2019].
Young, J. (2014) Encouragement in the Classroom. Chesapeake, va: ASCD Arias. Available at: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/sf114049/chapters/The-Importance-of-a-Positive-Classroom.aspx [Accessed 5 Oct.2019]

image1.emf
Sithole, N. (2017) . Promoting a Positive Learning Environment : School Setting  Investigation.  Master of Education with Specialisation in C urriculum and Instr uctional Studies,  pp.  15, 17,  25,  73, 74. Available  at:  https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/dcfd/91a5d2919cd5da5b4a86ee6fef45b85c9df9.pdf   [Accessed 6 Oct . 2019]  


