Using sub-lenses to explore the concepts of Religion, Values & Ethics (RVE)

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/#canllawiau-ar-grefydd,-gwerthoedd-a-moeseg

The RVE lens
This guidance focusses on the RVE disciplinary lens and can help schools and settings consider relevant content for their curriculum design. In this guidance the RVE lens is divided into a number of sub lenses through which the RVE concepts can be viewed and explored. The sub lenses are interconnected and are not intended to be units or topics. They draw on a recognised body of knowledge for RVE in Wales and help to ensure sufficient breadth and depth for RVE in the Humanities. The sub lenses lend themselves to all of the statements of what matters and are also relevant to other Areas and to the realisation of the four purposes. 
Sub lenses in RVE include:
· Search for meaning and purpose
How people respond to the deeper questions of life in order to understand the human condition.
· The natural world and living things
How and why people show concern and responsibility for the world and experience awe and wonder in nature.
· Identity and belonging
What makes us who we are as people, communities and citizens living in a diverse world.
· Authority and influence
How and why different types of authority influence people’s lives.
· Relationships and responsibility
How people live together and why developing healthy relationships is important.
· Values and ethics
How and why people make moral choices and how this influences their actions.
· The journey of life
What people experience as part of the journey of life and how these experiences are acknowledged.

Learner progression and learning journeys in RVE
Learner progression is an important driver for designing your curriculum. This is reflected in the statements of what matters and in the descriptions of learning for the Humanities, which help to provide more detailed guidance for practitioners.

In order to develop a shared understanding of progression from ages 3 to 16 in relation to RVE within this Area, an example ‘learning journey’ for each sub lens is provided. These learning journeys illustrate how a learner may develop their understanding of concepts in RVE through the various interconnected sub lenses, and may be useful when designing your curriculum, alongside the descriptions of learning for the Humanities. They have taken account of the descriptions of learning and encourage schools and settings to be creative and confident when planning for learner progression in RVE within their curriculum design. The learning journeys do not provide an alternative set of descriptions of learning, nor do they provide specific reference points or criteria for the pace of progression, and should not be used as such. All of the statements of what matters in this Area are reflected across the learning journeys.

Example learning journey 2: the natural world and living things
This learning journey draws mainly from two statements of what matters: ‘Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes and human actions’ and ‘Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take considered and ethical action’. There are connections with other statements of what matters and with other Areas that can also be explored through this sub lens.
The descriptions of learning will help to provide more detailed guidance on progression.
This journey is about ‘care, concern and respect’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to show care and respect for the natural world and living things around them. Further along their journey, they can identify how and why they and others show care, concern and respect, as well as considering religious and non-religious perspectives. Later, with increasing sophistication, learners can come to raise, and consider critically, ethical questions related to human activity, nature and place; engaging with religious, non-religious responses and their own responses.
This journey is also about ‘awe and wonder’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to experience awe and wonder in nature, which develops as they explore the world around them, observing and asking questions. Further along their journey, a sense of the complexity of life and its interconnectedness grows, as well as a sense of active responsibility. Later, experiences of awe and wonder are nuanced by deeper and more wide-ranging engagement with others and with place, as well as with the natural world and living things.
This journey is also about ‘responsibility and action’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to show an awareness of the variety of living things beyond themselves, and that their actions can impact these. Further along their journey, they can come to know religious and non-religious ‘stories’ about local places, the natural world and living things, and how these relate to themselves and others. Through religious and non-religious narratives (for example, about the origins of the world), learners can learn about different philosophies important to our understanding of the world and the place of humans within it. Later, with increasing sophistication, they become able to recognise how values and beliefs are reflected in action, from religious and non-religious perspectives, and how these relate to their own experiences.
This journey is also about ‘place and space’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to recognise that they are located in place and space, and this has meaning for them. Further along their journey, they recognise that places and spaces around them mean different things to different people, as well as considering places of special significance for religious and non-religious reasons. Later, learners can come to identify and explain various contested places (religious and non-religious), appreciating sensitivities surrounding place. They can understand the complexity of debates and of influences such as identity, authority, values, ethics and considerations of meaning and purpose in life.

