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Question
Using at least 3 examples, consider how image makers have utilised digital photography to explore conflict. 

For this subject, I have decided to research into multiple photographers who have dealt heavily with conflict photography and how digital photography has helped them to enhance their photographs in some way. I have also looked into how digital photography has helped conflict photography overall and the beneficial use it has had on the broadcasting of photographs and the wide spread awareness that comes from these photographers who delve into the conflict that is present throughout the world. 

Before digital technology became the norm for everyone, the only way to project films or photography was either to use a projector or to have them printed and published in newspapers which only reached a small mass of people. Digital photography started in the late 1950s but became widely popular during the 2000s. Digital photography is now more accessible and affordable, meaning a lot more photography gets produced as a result of this. During what is also called the ‘digital age,’ photos, films and information can be easily copied and spread with only one click of a button, and, for photographers, this means that their images can be spread a lot more than they could pre digital technology which gains more popularity for both the photographs and the photographers themselves. Content spreads uncontrollable due to this, meaning the ‘news’ of the world can be seen almost instantly and reaches majority of the world. Now, the quality of photographs is a lot better, whether it had been taken on digital or film as we are given the means of Photoshop, or other digital outlets, to enhance or change an image. No other medium is involved with digital technology as photography is. You see photographs everywhere, whether they have been taken professionally or by an amateur on a camera phone, and no matter how the photo had been taken, it’s the content that really counts. Photographs taken of a very recent conflict events, seem to spread fast as everyone wants to see it, it’s current news that is unseen which is very intriguing to people who aren’t used to these scenes in their hometown. So, digital technology has impacted conflict photography because it’s given photographers a way to produce and get their work noticed almost immediately. 

Although the categories within conflict photography include a great variety of subjects, war photography seems to be the most documented. The images from the war seem to be elevated above everything else. I think that this is because the war itself is not experienced first-hand by many people, so the result of seeing a photograph from someone who has first-hand experience is intriguing and you kind of have to try to believe what is going on in the image. Digital technology has compliments conflict photography over the years as I believe that the popularity for photographers and the mass reproduction of these images is all down to the enormous impact and following the internet has.
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Conflict photography post digital technology has meant that photographs from the war are more seen now than they originally would have been. The realism of war photography is more widely grasped as you can see a lot more of what is/has been going on in a place that isn’t seen by a lot of people. The digital age also means that the content war photographers provide us brings the photographs from war, or even just conflict in general, directly to us, reaching us in a far quicker time than pre digital age where everything we would have seen from any conflict going on in the world would be seen in newspapers a day or even later than it had happened. 

While researching for this subject, I found an article on a website called Seeker which explained how Civil War photography changed the outlook on war itself. Although this isn’t directly related to the question, I thought it would be good to look into this as it explains how photography heightened and also enhanced the knowledge of the war to the public as a result of this. This article also explained how photography began to flower right before the war broke out and how for the very first time images of everyday life in the war were shown for the very first time. This impacted the publics perception on everything war related, from the leaders to the nature of warfare. During this war, more than a million images were produced, which is astonishing for when this war took place. 
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A photographer who seemed to be very popular due to the amount of photographs he took during this war is Mathew Brady. Mathew and his contemporaries were the worlds first true war photographers. They took advantage of the new technology during that period, which was the plate process, and used it as a tool of mass production and created over 10,000 images of the American Civil War. The image to the left is an image of Mathews which shows the everyday life of the war. 

Conflict photography in more modern days is a lot of crises photographed on mobile phones, although these images aren’t often as advanced and appealing to most, the crises of the world are still sent directly to us and gives us a means of observing conflict often just as it is happening. I think that with current photography, nothing that happens stays a secret or is just ‘small news’ anymore. A single shot can be transported to the other side of the word within seconds and is public news almost instantly. 

Although, with conflict photography, pre digital era allowed little manipulation to be applied to the images. In more recent times, manipulation is almost always added to photographs to, more than anything, enhance their presentation. Although digital technology has helped photography involving conflict in many ways, recent photographs have to be questioned on their reliability to reflect the truth that’s going on in the world. This can be a hinder to a photographer as their photographs will not be seen as a reliable source whereas they would automatically have been classed as a dependable source. Although it may be use to some, having the ability to manipulate a photography so much, because it intensifies an image so much that can show even more and send a message that the simple photograph just wouldn’t portray. 

I found a quote on a website called theatlantic.com which says “new media also comes with challenges for photojournalists: while a single snapshot may tell a thousand-word story, the trick is to get that story right.” I think that this relays a lot to the digital world because although the ability to use digital technology can benefit a photographers work greatly, if used in the wrong context or the photograph is not used with the correct caption, the digital world can diminish the photographer or the work itself. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: elated image]A photographer I found who used the digital age to his advantage when photographing conflict is Thomas Dworzak. Through finding him on the Magnum website, I found that he documented the conflicts in the Caucasus and Afghanistan and based his entire photography collection from this with the intention to present them online. Thomas has a fascination with the digital space and as a result of this posted his images on multiple Instagram feeds which, from this, he created a series of 20 self-made books. A lot of his practice is concerned with the digital realm and has attempted to document and make sense of this through his Instagram feeds. He wanted his images to be an access point for information and images but also wanted to explore the rules of the digital world and its dark corners where these images would lay. Thomas also looked into high-profile gun shootings in the United Sates because of the hashtag system on Instagram. From here he created a self-made book with public images American teens had posted and combined them. I think this relates to the subject of digital technology as Thomas was able to create an entire piece of work solely from media and the everyday websites that are used. A quote taken from 
 Magnum says that “Dworkak’s Instagram curations have given him a way to chronicle something that is “very hard to report in a classic way.” I agree with this because this isn’t a ‘normal’ thing for photographers to do, especially when photographing conflict because it isn’t seen as ‘trendy’ for a social network site such as Instagram. I think that this is also very unique and a way of documenting and using technology/media. 

While researching other photographers who have benefited from digital technology within their photography, I found a photographer who talks deeply about his experience with taking photographs for his job before the digital age. This photographer is Jim Wilson, a photographer for the New York Times. In the article I found, Jim talks about how now photographers can be a lot more portable, whereas before they would need to carry around a portable darkroom, now they have on-the-go equipment which is a big help with getting images produced quickly. From here they can easily fine tune and perfect the results so they can be printed or published quickly. During his time photographing before digital photograph was around, he used to have to typewrite their captions rather than just type the within a few seconds. He also explains how it took 10 minutes to only send one photograph across to his employers with the newspapers whereas today you could send across multiple collections of photographs within a day. 


In conclusion to my research, I can compare that photography around conflict can be sent and printed within a day. Today, broadcasting photographs can be achieved much quicker because digital technology is far more advanced and the time limit within photographs need to be achieved or submitted is easier to reach. Photographs can be produced in no time at all due to the digital camera. Photographers being more portable is a great achievement within photography because it means they can capture more of what’s going on due to being able to move and shoot quicker. To be able to fine-tune the results of their shoots means that they can perhaps make the images more ‘presentable’ for their employers and erase any blemishes or marks to enhance the image. From this I also took that now they can easily change an image, for example changing the colours i.e black and white, or the depth to make the images more captivating so that the images reach a wider audience than they originally would. I can also see just how important digital technology is to photography when it comes to sending or spreading an image. The internet is a powerful tool that can replicate and then broadcast an image with hardly any time spent. I think that digital technology’s impact on conflict photography is very important as the awareness that photographs produced in war zones brings is important to todays society and the knowledge of the general public on these subjects. Digital technology has had a great impact on photography, not just with the internet but the creation of camera equipment that has allowed for easier shooting, editing, sending and overall production of an image. Without digital technology, photography wouldn’t be as advanced it is now and the wide spread knowledge of conflict wouldn’t be as vibrant. Along with this, less photographs would have been produced as the creation of the images may not of worked on times whereas now photographs can be produced with almost a certain chance that the images would work and appear successful. Also, because of the speed that images can be created in, they’re taken/produced on a whim and not much thought goes into them on occasions, meaning events are captured a lot quicker when something happens, and as I have previously stated, the newer an event the more likely it is to spread. Conflict would be a mere subject that not many people know much about and only see a handful of photographs from these scenes that probably wouldn’t give you that much insight to the ongoing battles/conflict around the world. 
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