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Commentary on Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum: Chapter 10 and Apostrophe
Dudo of St Quentin was a French historian who wrote Gesta Normannorum, the source of this excerpt. He wrote this spanning both verse and prose, which evokes different imagery and emotion. This early history was commissioned by Richard I. He commissioned Dudo incredibly close to his own death, so others continued on to keep the work commissioned. The commissioning of someone not Norman to write Norman histories is something of importance. The outsider perspective helps them not seem so outside of Frankish norms. They were at the time of its commission still in the process of assimilating into this culture. Dudo, a Frenchman, doing this recordkeeping, helped these early Normans have an official piece of history written in the French tradition. Commissions of this sort helped them to decrease alienation from the people native to each land they invaded, even when the author is not all that kind about the Norman way of life. Despite being written to seem more palatable to people from outside of Normandy, the piece was written for the Norman elites. This is very evident in its eulogistic manner towards the Normans of which Dudo writes.
This particular excerpt of Gesta Normannorum focuses on Rollo, from which Richard was descended. In just this piece of the wider work Dudo plays into several tropes of the time. (Dudo of St. Quentin, n.d.) While a god given vision is not specific to the Normans it was an incredibly common trope in Norman histories as it gave them an apparent level of precedent to invade and conquer lands, while also seemingly validating their faith. If they were being shown things in dreams and then that came to fruition, it gave them an appearance of being close to god. That god had destined it to happen and that they were true Christians. The Christians in the lands that they settled often seemingly doubted their faith though, implying they didn’t understand what Christianity really meant or that they were still pagan outright. Dudo writes about Rollo in a similarly doubtful way when refers to the early things he did such as deliver a virgin to an altar. (Dudo of St. Quentin, n.d.)
Going further into this trope one of the things always accompanying it is the detail about the land. The land was often described as fertile yet ruinous in these dream documentations, as a land abandoned but with resource. The Normans settled repeatedly where land was fertile. It is a documented thing that they were always looking for. The hunt for a fertile landscape with livestock and few inhabitants is one you find quite commonly with any story of invasion. This is a trope undermining to the communities that were native to these lands suggesting that they were non-existent when that isn’t the case. Even a small number of individuals in not a non-existent population. Further readings such as that of Geoffery Malaterra make this apparent. That while Rouen was described in this lush way and that it was a gift, in actuality there was battling and bloodshed that led to it practically being forfeit to them. That the king of the franks handed over land in exchange for protection against both the Normans themselves but also similar forces (Malaterra, n.d.). This abandoned land narrative flips the overarching reality of who the Normans were at that point, and really throughout their history as a whole. It portrays those people associated with massacre and invasion as being much less violent. It portrays them as being helpful and relatively peaceful, avoiding conflict by settling where they are permitted. But Malaterra makes the truth of the matter quite clear as referenced before, even through his own biases. The Normans were a brutal people, who took what they thought they deserved.
The last notable trope surrounding the Normans in Gesta Normannorum is their depiction as wolves. They also can be found in other written histories referred to as animals such as lions or dogs. Lions when playing into their aggression and pride, and dogs when referring to their submission and ability to be tamed. Dudo plays into this stereotypical wolf imagery in his apostrophe. This is done in a way that evokes the trope of a wolf in sheep’s clothing as well as they are described as grazing with sheep (Dudo of St. Quentin, n.d.). This could allude to the fact that the Normans started to put on a façade of Frankish piety, but still having this pagan ferocity of their forbears. 
Further on that matter the Normans were incredibly tenacious in just about everything they did. This includes their conversion from paganism to Christianity. Many outsiders, as alluded to earlier, viewed their attempts at Christianity as being false or untrue. Their histories of attacking monasteries and the like did follow them around. When pairing something like destruction of a monastic building with the delivery of a virgin to an altar, and then adding a baptism on top of that it is understandable as to why they were viewed with suspicion. In an attempt to balance out their misdeeds and sins the Normans did put a large sum of money into creating new religious buildings. The overarching thing of it all is while they wanted to be seen as a separate, and better, group of people, they also strived towards assimilation. Rollo and his followers were impassioned to be seen in a positive light, to be accepted, and ultimately to rule.
In closing this excerpt gives a well rounded example of the views that were held at the time surrounding the Normans. Dudo wrote with bias and slights and utilised the form of verse to convey exaggerations, dishonesties and untoward actions. When viewed in contrast with a writing like that of Malaterra a full picture is formed. Despite Gesta Normannorum being a commissioned work it does not hide all of the negatives of the group. Even in the small excerpt disdain and distaste are only ever thinly veiled with some level of flowery language. The view given of the Normans even when commissioned by them in a praising history is not a flawless one.
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