Comparing the work of Martin Stranka and Tommy Ingberg

Introduction - In this essay I shall compare and contrast the work of two modern surrealist photographers; Martin Stranka and Tommy Ingberg. I shall discuss the surrealism briefly in order to better understand these artists’ styles and look at the similarities and differences of two of their pieces of work. I will look at the artists’ background, their motivation, their style of work, their techniques, and the software they use.
I will be looking at two particular works, Dreamers and Warriors by Martin Stranka (Fig 1) and Stone Part One by Tommy Ingberg (Fig 2).
Surrealism is a style of creativity that draws on the subconscious mind, dreams, fantasy and deep hidden psychological issues. It was lead by Andre Breton who wrote the surrealist manifesto in 1924. (Tate, 2021)
Surrealism can be seen as something that borders on reality and fantasy. It can be something fantastical and out of this world or something very realistic with a few thought provoking changes to express deep concealed messages here and there just to make the viewer think. One example of surrealism can be seen in Magritte
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Figure 1 The son of man, 1946 by Rene Magritte (The Son of Man, 1946 by Rene Magritte, no date)
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(martinstranka.com 2018)Figure 2 Dreamers and Warriors by Martin Stranka 

Martin Stranka was born on April 13th 1984 in Czech Republic in Prague. He is a self-taught photographer and visual artist. Stranka did courses in business. The death of a close friend drove him to do photography as a sort of therapy. This hobby quickly turned into a passion and then a profession. On his website, he describes his vision as a “etched as a unique space located in a balance and serenity” (martinstranka.com, 2021).
Figure one, Dreamers and Warriors by Martin Stranker, shows a person in a helmet
The scale of photo is determined by the central figure (pilot) who sits in the middle of the piece taking up a third of the overall space. The other main features of the image are the birds who are prominently placed in a triangle surrounding the helmet. The background is white with the top part of the helmet disappearing into it. This can be seen as a metaphorical depiction of the concept ‘head in the clouds’ when we are dreaming perhaps. His use of gold in the birds is reflected in the helmet. He uses a dark khaki green for the pilot’s uniform and a misty grey sky that fades into a light gold.
minimal colours of the heavy pilot suit worn by the figure strike a contrast with the small, fluttery, golden birds (probably coal tits) It all comes together to bring a sweet image that Stranka says symbolises “our dreams and fighting against our fears” (Sophia Hawkes, 2019). 

[image: A picture containing outdoor

Description automatically generated]Perhaps the Dreamers and Warriors series emphasises the inner self over our exterior form. His images work in subtle metaphors to show a psychological or spiritual world. 
(Bogdan Florin, 2011)Figure 3 Stone Part One by Tommy Ingberg


Tommy Ingberg is also a self-taught photographer born in Sweden in 1980 (Tommy Ingberg Photographer | All About Photo, no date). His work is mostly in black and white with men in suits in various situations. They usually depicts a man or group of men in business suits with the faces absent or replaced by some object e.g. hands, rocks, balloons. His faceless figures have a mundane quality, and they are uniform, blank, and grey. His businessmen seem to work for works sake with no creativity or love of life. 
In the above photograph, ‘Stone part 1’, a solitary male figure stands in a desolate landscape with a large expanse of cloudy sky. There is a large rock hovering above his head taking up almost a third of the frame. The rock could be seen to represent the weight of society, his responsibilities or expectations weighing on his shoulders. The man holds an umbrella that conceals his head as if to protect him from the rock above. Whilst the rock seemingly hangs in place, the concept seems to imply it could fall at any time and the man will be unable to prevent it. It’s as though he is unable to stop the weight of the world falling on his shoulders. Whilst Ingberg himself states that his work is open to interpretation, it could be concluded that he is making a social statement about the state of society and the lack of individualism or creativity that exists. 

Contrast (500 words)
Similar to Stranka, Ingberg is trying to depict the inner reality using metaphors. Both use a strong central figure however Ingberg’s work is much darker than Stranka. Stranka’s figure looks over protected with a pilot suit and helmet, as though he is scared of the outer world. In contrast Ingberg’s figure despite having a boulder over him has just an umbrella to protect him. Whilst overly protected Stranka’s figure looks desolate with his helmet pointed downwards as if signalling unhappiness and a lack of connection to the world around him. The birds are trying to communicate with him however this seemingly is having no impact. Ingbergs suited man, although facing impending doom seems calm and content as he looks forward, with only an umbrella to protect him yet his posture implies lack of worry or concern in comparison. Whilst both pictures could be described as dark and foreboding the man in the suit seems accepting to it as if it’s happened to him before whist Stranka’s pilot looks forlorn and given up hope.

Both pictures: 
show isolation
Compare/contrast:
Stranka’s helmeted figure shows communication – the birds seem to be trying to connect with him? He has his head bowed, as though unhappy or serious – the birds in contrast to this are golden and full of hope….
However, ingbergs isolated figure has nothing to communicate with. 
He describes, in the dreamers and warriors serious, that the animals in his work represent fighting against our fears. Contrastingly, Ingberg’s figure is protected only by an umbrella, while a boulder hovers above him. 






Talk about foreground and stuff, what software, how they work, what techniques they use for surrealism, what does surrealism mean? * Talk about imgbergs infencers (megrete)
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BODY of essay (500 - 600 words)
The following can generally be applied to your question but might need further tailoring:
Work A - What political/historical/artistic period(s) was the work made in?
Bio details of artist if relevant. Reference sources and use an appropriate quote
Work B- What artistic/political/historical period(s) was the work made in?
Bio details of artist if relevant. Reference sources and use an appropriate quote
Description of work
Work A - Scale, colour, materials, location, depicting?
Work B - Scale, colour, materials, location, depicting?
Analysis of works
Work A Artist’s purpose/intention, possible readings/meanings… Reference sources and use
an appropriate quote
Work B- Artist’s purpose/intention, possible readings/meanings, etc. Reference sources and
use an appropriate quote
ARGUMENT (500 - 600 words)
Why are you comparing these works? What have you found out through research,
description and analysis? Find relevant references and quotes to support your ideas.
These might include library Books (digital/eBooks), academic Papers, TED Talks, Gallery
Websites (i.e TATE, Serpentine, V&A, RA), interviews/documentaries
CONCLUSION (100 – 300 words)
You have compared these works with the intention of...? and this has produced the
conclusion that...?
BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCE LIST (a minimum of 5 sources/references)
This will be comprised of your own sources, but for an example of what this might look like,
see the next page:
image1.jpg




image2.jpeg
P e

‘/f‘
L
S
po
e
o
-
i~
<





image3.jpg




