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The area of law I have chosen to research is the criminal justice system’s intervention and response to knife crime committed by children engaged in knife crime in the United Kingdom. The scope of the criminal justice system is extensive. In this context, I emphasise the legal framework, procedures, and policies adopted by law enforcement, relevant bureaucracies, and court to understand the broad spectrum of the legal response formulated in addressing the issue of children's knife crime in the United Kingdom. In the study, I enquire the efficiency of the existing interventions, laws, and rehabilitative measures in addressing children's knife crime in the United Kingdom. Besides, I seek to examine the factors that drive the involvement of children in the scourge of knife crime and the preventive strategies implemented by the relevant institutions in addressing the tendencies. The present study is based on aim of offering a comprehensive understanding of the systematic and legal responses implemented to address the issues that resulted by children's knife crime tendencies in the United Kingdom. This involves locating the strengths and the loopholes that plague the existing approaches, examining the policy and legal implications, and offering recommendations for improvement. The present researcher seeks to conduct a comprehensive assessment of the existing legislations, policies, literature, and practices that pertain to the domain of children’s knife crime. Besides, the study seeks to examine the relevant case studies and evaluate statistical evidence to infer the patterns, prevalence, and demographics of the children implicated in knife-related offenses. Besides, the legal and procedural frameworks at play in shaping the prosecution, investigation, and judgments have also been analysed. Moreover, the present study seeks to investigate the rehabilitation initiatives and other mechanisms for community-based intervention in mitigating children’s involvement in knife crime. Furthermore, the study seeks to identify the systemic obstacles and discrimination prevailing in the criminal justice system that undermine the effective and smooth response to the issue of children’s knife crime. 
My interest for the issue has been prompted by a personal inclination toward the domain. I have chosen the issue since knife crime has become an urgent social concern, with implications for public safety, justice, and youth welfare. Knife crime has become a pressing societal issue, calling for the collaborative efforts of policymakers, law enforcement, and community organisations. I have selected the issue since there is a lack of scholarly studies in understanding how the legal system deals with knife-related offenses. This issue of knife crime is complex and is shaped by an array of factors e.g. urban environments, socioeconomic disparities, gang influence, and systemic inequalities, domestic abuse. In this context, the response of the criminal justice apparatus in addressing children's knife crime is important for devising effective intervention mechanisms for implementation of appropriate rehabilitation procedures and rendering due support. I am particularly guided by the widespread societal implications that knife crime generates among children. Thus, the study is driven by a personal interest to understand the complex ecosystem of knife-crime, and the legislative mechanisms and judicial responses in curbing the issue. 
The research is premised on interpretative research philosophy since the present study aims to understand the underlying causes driving children's knife crime in the United Kingdom. The research philosophy of interpretivism is distinctively relevant since it allows the researcher to unpack the scope, drivers, stressors, and gaps that continue the pervading threat of knife crime in the United Kingdom. Besides, since the study evaluates the responses calibrated by the United Kingdom to tame the threat of children’s knife crime, as the efficiency of the existing criminal justice framework is investigated, as such, the interpretative research philosophy is appropriate for the present study. The research philosophy of positivism focuses on rendering quantitative measurements without adequately understanding the contexts and contingencies of a particular process. Thus, the present study favours an interpretative research philosophy given the effectiveness of the philosophical approach in examining the broader contours of the criminal justice system. 
The present study aims to employ a qualitative research method as it will enable the researcher to collect and interpret the textual data. In fact, the qualitative research method is a corollary of the interpretative research philosophy, and the research method is congruent with the present study as the present study aims to take stock of the existing criminal justice mechanisms and responses elicited by knife crime in the United Kingdom. Hence, the present study seeks to analyse the secondary data, and thus, the qualitative research method is consistent with the aims and objectives of the present study. 
The present study seeks to draw on secondary data sources as the responses of the criminal judicial system can be gleaned from secondary sources. Besides, taking into account the time constraints of the present research, conducting primary data will exhaust logistical resources and will be cumbersome for the present research. Thus, the present study draws on secondary sources e.g. research articles, newspaper articles, books, and legal documents. 
The data collected from the secondary sources will be thematically analysed following the process enumerated by Braune and Clarke (2006). The thematic analysis is appropriate for the present study as it enables the researcher to understand the mechanisms and drivers of knife crime prevalence among children in the United Kingdom, and the responses it triggered in the judicial system. Hence, drawing on the secondary sources of the data, the present study seems to thematically address the objectives set out at the beginning of the present study. In this context, thematic analysis allows the systematic organisation of the research findings and will also correspond to the research objectives that underpin the study.
