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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Understanding Undergraduates' Perceptions of the Academic Abilities and Challenges of Students with Autism in Higher Education.




	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

This study is crucial for fostering a supportive and inclusive environment in higher education by examining how undergraduates perceive the academic strengths and challenges of students with autism (DeBrabander et al., 2019). Understanding these perceptions can help identify areas for intervention and support to enhance the academic success and well-being of students with autism. The Social Model of Disability (2024) and the Theory of Mind (Sabbagh & Bowman, 2018) provide theoretical frameworks for understanding how societal attitudes and cognitive processes influence perceptions of individuals with autism. Empirical research, such as studies by Jones et al. (2014) and Morrison et al. (2019), supports the importance of understanding undergraduates' perceptions in promoting inclusion and reducing stigma.

A qualitative approach will be employed to gather in-depth insights into undergraduates' perceptions through two focus groups: one with undergraduates who have personal experience of autism (family or friend, etc) and one group of undergraduates with no personal attachment.  This method allows for the exploration of nuanced perspectives and the identification of underlying beliefs and attitudes. The sample will consist of undergraduate students in UWTSD to capture a range of perspectives. Thematic analysis will be used to analyse the data, allowing for the identification of common themes and patterns in undergraduates' perceptions of the academic abilities and challenges of students with autism. This approach is well-suited for uncovering the complexity of attitudes and perceptions surrounding this topic, contributing to a deeper understanding of how to support students with autism in higher education.
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