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Abstract
Money has played a vital role in the development of the world, not only as a way of transferring wealth easily, but also has a platform to display culturally important images, and as a form of propaganda before the printing press. Pre-Roman Iron Age Britain was no exception to this, and as such, this dissertation will be discussing the role and functions of coinage in Britain during that time. It will analyse the origins of coinage in Britain, how coins could have been used for religious or ritual purposes, the use of coinage as a method of displaying social status, and the use of coinage a tool for political propaganda. 
Introduction
· Introduction to main arguments and discussions.
· Argument: Coinage played an important role in the development of the political and religious environments within the coin-minting factions of PRIAB. However, we do not have enough evidence, in archaeology or literary sources, to discern whether the introduction of coinage lead to the development of a monetised society, or whether the coinage was used in parallel with the barter system.
· Introduction to main sources and scholarship
· Discussion of problems with scholarship
· R.D. Van Arsdell ‘Celtic Coinage of Britain’ riddled with date inaccuracies and are too specific given the nature of the evidence.

1. Coinage or Money?
Aims:
·  To analyse the fundamental functions of coinage, how people relate to them and give it significance. 
· To discuss at what point does coinage become money, and a brief overview of whether this occurred during PRIAB
Sections:
1.1. What is money? Is there a difference between coinage and money? Why do we associate coinage with money? 
1.2. Why would a coin be an important symbol? Discussion of Religious significance
1.3. Metallurgy
1.4. Used for monetary trade or in parallel with the barter system?
2. Origins of Celtic Coinage in Britain
Aims:
· To discuss and analyse the origins of Celtic coinage in Britain, including:
· The possibility of Hellenistic origins (Philip II stater).
· A brief discussion on the origins of the imagery found on coins.
· Origins of metals used in minting of coins.
· To discuss how early coinage was imported into Britain and the causes for this.
· Trade between Britain and Gaul, and how Caesar’s invasion affected this trade.
Sections:
A critical discussion on the introduction of coinage to PRIAB, including original design location.
2.1. Hellenistic origins?
2.1.1.  Gallo-Belgic A & B
2.2. Early coinage and import to Britain
2.2.1.  How and why was coinage imported to Britain?
· Creighton J. 2000. 4: Landscape of MIAB began to change in the late 2nd Cent BC/ early 1st Cent BC, hillforts went out of occupation, areas of SE Britain began to receive imports of luxury goods, including gold in the form of foreign coinage.
· Cunliffe. 1991. 544: Due to the import of prestige & luxury goods, this provided a replacement for raiding and pillaging as a means of displaying power. As the violence decreased, it meant that the distribution of produced goods could be relocated from hillforts to more convenient locations, such as along rivers.
3. Religious significance
Aims:
· To discuss the possibility that coinage played a religious or ritualistic role in PRIAB.
· Hoards and religious offerings.
· Ritual defacement of coins.
· To argue that the imagery found on coins potentially has religious connotations. 
· Use of natural imagery
· Persistent use of the stylised head of Apollo
Sections:
To what extent did coinage have a religious significance in PRIAB?
3.1. Coin Defacement 
3.1.1.  De Jersey, P. 2005. On defacement of Durotrigan coinage in PRIAB.
3.2. Hoards
3.2.1.  Religious Offerings? (Is there a difference between the two?)
3.3. Was there a religious significance to the images used on the coins?
3.3.1.  Potential links to the gods?
3.3.2.  Natural imagery and shapes, links to nature religions and ‘druids’?
4. Status Symbol - Honour through wealth
Aims:
· To discuss how coins could have been used as a way of displaying social status and how this had an effect on the existing traditions in PRIAB.
Sections:
4.1. A critical discussion of the way that coinage was used as a status symbol in PRIAB.
· Creighton J. 2000. 10-13: Need to analyse power structures in Gaul & Germany to being to understand those in Britain. 
· Introduction of coinage meant a new form of displaying power and gaining honour. 
· Wealth, social status & warfare were common motifs in Classical descriptions of Gaul.
· Great deal of competition between elites in Gaul through lavish displays of wealth to attract clients. 
· Caesar, BG. 4.15; Dio.Sic.5.27
4.2. Presence of predominantly gold coinage in early introduction
4.2.1.  Links to gold in torcs and gold found in coins
4.2.1.1. Melted down and used for other purposes?
4.2.2.  Early archaeology only interested in gold coins.
· Holman, D. 2005. 6: Disproptionately high number of gold coin amongst early finds, reasons include:
· Gold being a higher value metal, more 
4.3. Gift Exchange
4.4. Link to religious significance, was it a status symbol to be buried with coins?
4.5. Was there an honour significance to the imagery used on coins?
· Creighton, J. 2008. 18 Gold provided a lot of potential for the display of authority using torcs and the articulation of social relationship and obligations through the exchange of coins.
5. Propaganda – Propaganda before writing
Aims:
· To discuss the effect the introduction of coinage had to the political environment in PRIAB.
· Coin distribution allows us to see the potential boundaries of a faction.
· Later coinage displays writing and names, introduction of rex and kingships to PRIAB.
Sections:
5.1. To what extent did the political environment of PRIAB influence the evolution of Celtic coinage in Britain?
5.2. Use of localised and individual images 
5.3. Was there any re-occurring images that could be tied to an overarching power structure in a tribe?
5.3.1. Durotriges coinage evolution – Gold to Silver (mainly base) to Bronze
5.3.1.1. Philip De Jersey
5.3.1.2. Coin defacement found in hoards, political repercussions of Durotrigan decisions
Conclusion
· Key roles of coinage in PRIAB
· How did it affect the economic, political and religious environments of PRIAB
· What can we discern from the evidence?
· Unanswered questions and gaps in knowledge
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