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Select three different constructs of ‘family’. Critically explore how an ‘individual’ can be located within these structures.
This assignment will focus on an individual and how they are located within three different constructs of ‘family’. The individual that has been chosen for this assignment is the woman and will be considered within a nuclear family setting, a multigenerational family setting and a same-sex parenting couple.
Woman
Social constructs of family are arguably dictated by the values and beliefs and culture of society.  Constructs of family have changed over time and in considering the role of the mother perhaps the most change has been observed since the 1950’s when the nuclear family was what was socially accepted with a married man and women having children within that formal marriage (Britannica, 2020 (a)).  In a contemporary society the demographic of the nuclear family has changed and as a result of legislative changes of women’s rights there are different socially accepted constructs of family.  
Campaigning by women for equality resulted in changes which affected the household.  Women took control of their own contraception with the development of the Pill and were able to choose when they had children (Bridge, 2007). Marriage became less popular and divorce increased.  Equal pay in the workplace helped women to become financially independent as a part of the Equality Act 2010 (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2020,). These changes all could be considered to have contributed to the changing constructs of family. Same gender couples became more socially accepted with changes in legislation campaigned for by the LGBTQ+ movement. Same sex couples now have the right to marry in the UK which is a significant change and has helped with acceptance (Schraer & D’Urso, 2017). 
Despite changes in legislation there are traditional cultural differences in some communities in multicultural Britain where the role of the mother and rights of women appear somewhat unchanged. This indicates that culture has an impact despite legislation and there is a conflict (Anitha, & Dhaliwal, 2019). The role of the woman as a mother will be explored in the three identified constructs of family to identify whether the role has changed.
Nuclear family
The nuclear family setting is known by sociologists as the definition to a traditional family within society where it is often known to have a mother, a father, and the preferred number of children that the couple wish to have (Better Help, 2020).
According to the Institute for Family Studies (IFS, 2013), the nuclear family has been the most dominant arrangement of marriage within England going as far back as the 13th century. In this construct the role of the woman had not changed for centuries and consists of being the dutiful wife, mother, and the main caregiver, while the man in comparison was the main breadwinner. And the mother, the woman would be at home taking care of the housework tasks, while caring for their children.
The role of mother has been divided to consist of 5 different roles, such as:  the ‘heart’ of the home, the ‘light’ of learning, the ‘learner-teacher’, the ‘creative recorder’ and the ‘co-ordinator’ of the family’s responsibilities, in which each step that the children take in their early years would contribute to their personalities. The ‘heart’ of the home refers to the fact that the man, the father, was known as the head of the family itself but he was not the person that cooked, cleaned, or cared for the children constantly each day, a role which was given to the woman to enable them to function perfectly together and make the right decisions for their children. The ‘light’ of learning means that from the moment a child is born the mother would help guide them in the right direction during their early developmental points that could benefit them in their future whether that they are practical or not and this would then guide into the next role of ‘learner-teacher’ (Advanced Training Institute International, 2020).
The ‘learner-teacher’ role is when the child is grown and entering their last years of education whether in secondary school or higher education, the mother would or could feel inadequate to their children’s studies, especially when their children are praised the right way in their achievements while they were still growing up, which would make the children want to surpass their parents within their learning achievements. It could then work in certain situations where they might have younger siblings who they could help teach and learn new life skills from each other (The Advanced Training Institute International, 2020). 
The role of the ‘Creative Recording’ is for the mother to document the many ways that she has raised their child or children by noting down the many different things that she had remembered happening throughout their children’s early years and could possibly be used by her own children when they are ready to bring their own children into the world and to help guide them into raising their children. But overall, the ‘woman’ the mother is also the ‘co-ordinator’ in which they would plan on how to spend each day and with their children to teach them and have enough time to be able to do their own housework in advance (The Advanced Training Institute International, 2020).
The nuclear families of the 1950’s had been set into clear gender roles where the woman was expected to stay at home with the children while the man was working (50sGeneration, n.d.). But a lot has changed since the 1950’s regarding the equal rights of the women as people. The women are no longer restricted into staying at home with their children and are becoming more successful as more and more go to university to further their education to be able to pursue and achieve their dream careers.
In a contemporary society a higher percentage of women are waiting until they are financially stable with their work before settling down. Other changes in the construct of family are, that the old traditional roles are reversed in some family households, and that today’s society is seeing a rising number of stay-at-home fathers (50sGeneration, n.d.). Whether it is out of choice or desire to stay at home to be the main caregiver, due to illnesses, cutting the cost of childcare or the loss of a job, in these different situations it has been known to have its own benefits and doubts due to the different factors that include the time that the parent can spend time with their children or from the feeling of being judged by their peers who might stigmatise the fathers (Healthline, 2020).
In today’s society mothers are known for working more to be able to keep their children’s lives happy and more comfortable through their income. In doing so they need to learn to accept that the fathers are more their equals now when it comes to caring for the child within their domestic life to be able to establish their newer possible role within society. (Esping-Andersen, 2009; Goldscheider et al. 2010).
Multigenerational family
A multigenerational family household refers to more than one generation living together under the same roof. Each multigenerational family can vary from: two generations, where the parents live with their adult children or grandparents living and raising their grandchildren (also known as skipped generations); three generations, grandparents, adult children, and grandchildren, and more than 3 generations can have a range of family members aged from infancy to the elderly (Levine, 2014; Britannica, 2020, (b)).
According to Levine (2014), having more generations living within the same household would ‘greater the opportunities for sharing knowledge and history’ and to be able to remain close together, while at the same time the families that usually enter these lives due to wanting to save money on care-giving of the youngest or the oldest members.
Many families have grown up in a nuclear family that had consisted of a mother, father and the 2.3 children, with other family members living nearby. This form of living had only lasted for a few decades as a norm for families within the United States of America. According to Levine (2021), multigenerational living has been a part of history for most of time, in the sense of people of all ages having lived together and continued to do it in today’s society (Levine, 2021).
Muennig et al. (2018) conducted a survival analysis from the General Asocial Survey-National Death Index of 2014 to see if the effects of living in a singular generational household and a multigenerational household to see which household held the higher mortality rate. The studies had showed that multigenerational household have a more socially supported group of family members that share their various responsibilities, including making sure that they feel safe and secure when at home or to reduce the strains and stresses that come from securing to pay the finances as a family rather than on one’s own. 
The role of the mother in a multigenerational family is essentially the same as the nuclear family when it comes to their individual roles from within the household. In a multigenerational household, the roles are simply shared in the terms of ‘aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents.’ Where healthy relationships between the generations would cause a positive warm feeling of a safe environment, where they could feel that: ‘Someone who offers unconditional love, A mentor who can help with problems, Kindness, humour, and patience, Family traditions, Learning about life lessons.’ – Right From The Start NJ, (n.d.)
But at the same time – the individuals need to remember what their own roles are and not to make decisions over the other members of the family that they do not have the right to (Right From The Start NJ, n.d.).
Multigenerational living is different for different cultures.  Within a multigenerational household of a traditional Asian family the eldest son would have his newlywed bride move in with his parents and his wife would become submissive to her mother-in-law, who would rule over her in ranking. In Asian families the main authoritative figure is the father, who would make the decisions for the family in public and on consenting documentations. The female, whether it be the mother of the children or the children’s grandmother would be in charge of the family’s domestic life decisions within the household when deciding the methods of caring for the children or the household chores (Carteret, 2010).
The ideologies of British-Asian families that have lived in the UK in the 1980’s was still the more ideal familial status’ of living in a patriarchal world, having their control over the women, keeping the families honour through not committing adultery or divorce. But since then, feminist movements on independence and showing that they are not inanimate objects to marry-off have risen in Britain to the point of making demands to the British Governments to fight for the rights of every minority communities/groups against harassment and violence (Thompson, 2015; Anitha & Dhaliwal, 2019). 
Multigenerational living has become an ideal living for a third of the United Kingdom’s households and is thought to continue to increase according to Aviva (2020). The most known type of multigenerational living in the UK is that adult children are returning to live with their parents in two fifths of families. Such adult children are members of the families returning home after being away attending university. But there are many factors behind their reasoning to return to live with their parents, such as rising costs of living and estimated numbers of a deposit for a mortgage costing over £30,000 and the additional pay of monthly rent. To which the young adults chose to move back into their parents houses to be able to financially support themselves on their own (Aviva, 2018; Aviva, 2020).
Same-Sex Couple
The Wolfenden Report of 1957, had been proposed by Sir John Wolfenden who had written a report on prostitution and homosexuality in which he stated that the British law had allowed prostitution, but had not allowed any sexual relations between males and that the rules should have been changed (History Extra, 2020). The report had brought forward the 1967 Sexual Offences Act, in which it was put into place as a move towards a more equally accepting world for people of same-sex relations. Which would then eventually lead into a more open world of protests and riots when they are fighting for their rights on who they can be and to love to make people question the ways that members of the LGBTQ+ movement had been previously treated by the public for being themselves throughout history (History Extra, 2020; UK Parliament, 2020). 
The Civil Partnership Act of 2004 had allowed Same-sex couples to be legally recognised for their partnership almost like a marriage certificate. And almost a decade later came the Same-Sex Marriage Act (2013), having been legalised in England and Wales first (British Library, n.d.; UK Government, 2014).
The role of a mother within a same-sex couple could come either from previous relationships, adoption, surrogacy or a spem donor, according to Inovifertility, (2020). Being a mother does not mean that the children must be blood related to the couple, but some women in a same-sex relationship willingly decide to have to go through the birth to welcome their child into the world with their partner at their side. 
But when one of the women in their civil partnership is the birth mother of the child the other mother within the new family might not know how they are to identify themselves in the eyes of society. Due to this, it is recommended that the couple should discuss the importance of their individual roles before the actual conception of the child or the beginning of the pregnancies first trimester. Another fear that many non-birth mothers have is that the children would bond with their birth mother due to their blood relation and through the closeness of that bond (Walker, 2017). 
A survey in 2013, in the United States of America compared and identified any differences in a same-sex marriage and a heterosexual marriage on how they raise their children. The National Survey of Children’s Health had not found any significant differences when having observed the families within this survey with the exception of the same-sex households had a scored slightly higher levels of parenting stress in comparison to the heterosexual households (Bos et al., 2016). 
To be a legal parent of a child the individuals are financially responsible for the child and are legally regarded as parents and child to the British Government for the purposes of inheritance and pension rights of the individuals. The birth mother will automatically be one of the child’s legal parents in stating the ‘birth’ rather that ‘biological’ mother in England and Wales, due to the law saying that it is the woman that births the child, even in the instance where the woman used donated eggs to be able to have the child (Right for Women, 2017).
In the case of the birth mother being in a Civil Partnership or is in a same-sex marriage, where the child is born from artificial insemination after April 2009, the partner or wife will be considered as the legal parents of the child and are given the parental responsibilities. For this the sperm donor of the artificial insemination is known or unknown to the couple. But if the same-sex couple are not married or in a civil partnership and one of the women had conceived a child at home and not in a licensed fertility clinic, the non-birth mother did not have any rights to the child at birth. If conceived in a licenced clinic both people in the relationship would have to give a written consent for the non-birth mother to be the  child’s second legal parent to be able to have equal parental rights and to be named on the child’s birth certificate (Rights for Woman, 2017). 
According to the Rights for Women (2017), when a couple decides to adopt a child, they are able to adopt the child together when it come to the child having no biological connections to either person. But due to the longer process of adoption, that include the complex procedures and assessments done by Social Services and court proceedings for the child to legally become theirs.
It is a combination of changes in legislation as well as social acceptance of different constructs of family which is why there are different constructs of family today. Families in a contemporary society are variably different from nuclear families of the 1950’s, there are divorced couples who might have different forms of custody granted for their children, there are single parents, same-sex couples, adopted families, multigenerational, biracial, or religious families (Better Help, 2020). 
But legislation has given women more options, equality legislation, careers and it seems they embrace these roles in addition to the childcare.  They have children later in life to pursue careers, for example.  The changes of the social constructs of family in a contemporary society is evident from the three constructs of family which have been considered.  The one construct where the role of the women has arguably not changed and is more alike to the 1950’s mother is that in a traditional Asian multigenerational family, but even that is changing albeit at a slower pace (Anitha, & Dhaliwal, 2019). The non-birth mother in a same sex family perhaps struggles with identity of what their role is.  They are a parent but are not the birth mother or the ‘father’ and as well as issues about their identity need to ensure their parental rights legally.  This is the one where the role of the mother is not clear cut (Walker, 2017; Right for Women, 2017). Even in a traditional Asian family the mother is still the mother even if she does not have a strong voice. 
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