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 PURELY ACADEMIC 10,000‑WORD DISSERTATION STRUCTURE (NO PRACTICAL CONTENT)

1. Cover Page
Includes:
· Title
· Name
· Student ID
· Programme (BA Musical Theatre)
· Module (ADPA6000 – Independent Project)
· Supervisor
· Date
· Required AI Acknowledgement
(source: assignment specification.)

2. Contents Page

3. Introduction (approx. 1,000 words)
3.1 Topic Overview
Explain the academic area your dissertation is addressing.
3.2 Research Rationale
Why this topic matters within:
· musical theatre studies
· performance scholarship
· contemporary discourse
· your academic journey
3.3 Research Questions
Clear core questions that guide the project.
Examples:
· How does X theory apply to Y MT context?
· What does scholarly discourse reveal about Z?
3.4 Methodological Approach
Your dissertation is entirely theoretical and research‑based, using:
· literature review
· conceptual analysis
· historical/thematic analysis
· comparative textual analysis
· theoretical modelling
3.5 Structure of the Dissertation
Summarise what each chapter covers.

4. Chapter 1: Literature Review (approx. 3,000 words)
Refer to Lit Review Structure on Moodle

5. Chapter 2: Theoretical Exploration & Analytical Development (approx. 4,000 words)
This replaces any practical or development content — instead, it is intellectually exploratory and analytically rigorous.
5.1 Conceptual Framework
Introduce the theories, models, or academic lenses you will use.
Examples:
· semiotics
· embodiment
· dramaturgical theory
· identity theory
· narrative analysis
· sociocultural frameworks
· musicology
· psychological theory (e.g. flow, creativity, cognition)
5.2 Analytical Exploration of Core Topic
Deep, structured analysis of your chosen subject.
Examples (depending on topic):
· analysing the evolution of a performance methodology
· exploring the historical development of an MT form
· investigating representation in MT narratives
· analysing performer‑audience dynamics through theory
· studying industry practice through academic discourse
5.3 Argument Building
Construct your central argument step by step.
At Level 6 this includes:
· logical reasoning
· use of supporting evidence
· integration of multiple theoretical viewpoints
5.4 Counterarguments & Alternative Views
Critically examine other perspectives and justify your position.
5.5 Synthesis
Unite multiple theoretical strands into a coherent, analytical position.

6. Chapter 3: Critical Discussion / Findings (approx. 1,500 words)
This chapter replaces what would normally be a practical or performance‑analysis section.
6.1 Summary of Analytical Findings
What your theoretical exploration has revealed.
6.2 Implications for Musical Theatre Scholarship
Discuss:
· contribution to the field
· new insights
· how this supports or challenges existing research
6.3 Academic Significance
Why your findings matter for researchers, educators, or theoreticians.
6.4 Limitations
Acknowledge boundaries of your study:
· scope
· literature availability
· theoretical constraints
· areas needing further study
6.5 Recommendations for Future Research
What scholars could expand upon next.

7. Conclusion (approx. 500 words)
Concise, high‑level synthesis.
7.1 Restate Research Aims
Highlight what has been answered.
7.2 Key Insights
Summarise your most important theoretical findings.
7.3 Contribution to the Field
What new understanding your dissertation provides.
7.4 Final Reflection
A clear, academically confident closing statement.

8. Bibliography
Comprehensive Harvard referencing as required by the module.

9. Appendices (Optional)
Only include non‑creative, non‑practical materials such as:
· theoretical charts
· reading lists
· extended notes
· analytical tables
· conceptual diagrams
(No creative artefacts, no drafts, no images of work, no rehearsal notes.)
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