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INTRODUCTION:

Let's start with some numbers. Distance learning enrolled 6.6 million students in 2017. This number has risen to over 400 million students as a result of the widespread adoption of COVID-19. Even before the pandemic, both distance and digital learning had been addressed, albeit on a much smaller scale. Despite the challenges we have faced and continue to face with the start of a new school year, this time during a pandemic, we must recognise that this entire period opens new opportunities for the implementation of new paradigms, such as finding new methodologies for a more flexible, perhaps more modern education, approaching digitalization of learning in a systematic manner
Digital learning can be done in the classroom as well, but online teaching produces far superior results. As a result, the greatest benefit of the current global crisis may be the digitalization of education. More than ever, we recognised the importance of developing digital skills in academia, as well as the ability to adapt, find solutions, and learn on the fly.






















Blending Learning

Advantages

1.Increased student participation
Some students may find it easier to engage and study at their own pace when using a blended learning method. This learning style allows students who struggle to stay engaged during in-person instruction to work on their studies at their own pace and in their own time.
2.Students learn at their own pace.
The benefit of a blended learning environment is that students can progress through tasks and learning modules at their own pace. This is extremely beneficial for students who have a slightly different learning style or who work a little slower than others and feel rushed during in-person teaching sessions.
3.Learning ownership
Students must organize their studies and interact with online materials on their own terms in order to commit to blended learning successfully. This enables students in higher education to take ownership of their learning rather than relying on constant instruction from a teacher.
(Pros and Cons of Online Education vs Traditional Education, 2021)

Disadvantages

1. Community disintegration
One of the main reason students attend university (aside from obtaining a degree) is to make friends, join societies, and feel a part of a community. This sense of community is diminished by increased online learning, and some students may experience loneliness while in higher education.
2. Success is dependent on having access to technology.
When implementing a blended learning approach, it is critical to consider students who may not have access to appropriate technology, which can put them at a significant disadvantage when compared to other students. Organizations should think about this and have a solution in place.
3. The completion of online work by the student is required for success.
Some students may lack the self-motivation or organization required to complete online tasks successfully. Grades and academic achievement may suffer if students do not commit to the self-led component of blended learning. (Pros and Cons of Online Education vs Traditional Education, 2021)
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 Advantages

1.The sense of sociability and solidarity 
Traditional education can help students feel less lonely. The student may feel as if they are not alone in facing academic challenges and may gain confidence as a result.
2. Ability to work in groups
In general, traditional education allows for group projects and student interaction. As a result, they can learn from one another and share their concerns and doubts. These social ties can aid in the generation of new ideas and the stimulation of creativity.
3. Provides a stable and solid plan
Students who lack self-discipline appreciate a study plan that is stable and easy to follow. Traditional education requires students to attend class and study when necessary.


Disadvantages 
1. Increased costs 
Not only in terms of money, but also in terms of time: as previously stated, commuting necessitates an economic cost. Time is also an important consideration if the classroom is a long distance away. You must decide whether or not the trip is worthwhile.
2. There is less and more expensive didactic material available
Traditional education has fewer educational formats. Sometimes images, videos, or forums are not available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This feature may limit learning and interfere with a good study plan.

3. Individualization 
Individualization is lost in a large group of students because it is difficult for a teacher to create a customized study plan that meets the needs of each individual in the group. (Pros and Cons of Online Education vs Traditional Education, 2021)

