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Assignment 1 – ‘Deconstructing’ Research Projects

‘A Permanent Civilising Effect’? – The impact of reforming working-class museum visitors in Liverpool during the nineteenth century 
Alexander Scott
	How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
· Reading other academic papers/journal articles/books on similar topics and arguments going back many years 
	How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
· Reading other arguments from other scholars/academics
· Physical research, looking at primary sources from the time 
	What primary sources are used by the authors?
· House of Commons Debates from 1830s and 40s, Newspapers from the time (1880s primarily), Books from the 1800s (1850s-1890s)
· Archives of minutes from Liverpool Record Office 
	Why do you think the authors chose these particular types of primary sources?
· Relevant to the time period and to the arguments being made 
· 
	Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
· Liverpool record office
· Some are printed books so should be accessible in some cases online as ebooks or in libraries (Some are in UWTSD libraries) 
	Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? If so, which?
· Liverpool Record Office – minute books from contemporary meetings 
	Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? If so, which? 
· Plausibly the Liverpool Mercury depening on how those articles were accessed 
· House of commons debates from 1834/45 – linked as online accessed in 2020 and linked 
How do the authors’ use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debate which the article/chapters contribute to? 
· Pulls on tidbits of information as there is a lack of information allowing us to truly know working class ideas and responses to Victorian museums – however we can see evidence in other primary sources ie recorded speeches and instances of working class people using museums for their own benefit (as per the Irish family quoted in the chapter) as well as protests and commentary from the time around accessibility of the museum for working class people
Repairing the loss of the past: the use of written, oral and physical evidence in the Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis (c.1113-42)* 
Charles C. Rozier

How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
· Reading other academic papers/journal articles/books on similar topics and arguments as previously, also going over the Ecclesiastical History directly 
	How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
· Reading other arguments from other scholars/academics, and understanding current consensus for prior historiographical study 
· Physical research, looking at primary sources from the time 
	What primary sources are used by the authors?
· Ecclesiastical History
· 
	Why do you think the authors chose these particular types of primary sources?
· The article is related specifically to this text and it is expected that this is the primary source used 
	Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
· Clearly accessed a copy of the book in question, Swansea University is listed as research site so possibly there as well as other books/articles 
	Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? If so, which?
· Footnotes 1-3 list introductory sources and other supporting articles and information on ORderic – again likely Swansea university 
	Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? If so, which? 
· Not directly- not impossible for things to have been accessed online however 
How do the authors’ use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debate which the article/chapters contribute to?
· The primary source is both its own historiography but also being assessed as part of modern historical research and approach. 
· The primary source and its subsequent re-assessment by other historians is central to the article and the entire argument would not exist without it. 


List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the articles/chapters.
Books, assorted types 
Articles from newspapers 
House of commons debates 

List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
For Scott’s article, most definitely the archives of the Mercury, if not directly their own then local historical archives most likely. 
For Rozier’s article, Swansea university is listed as research site so it is plausible that research was at least in part carried out using their archives and website

List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
House of commons debates – clearly accessed online 
For Rozier’s article, Swansea university is listed as research site so it is plausible that research was at least in part carried out using their archives and website

