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                    TARA HOLLOWAY
Place and Date of Birth: Swansea, 12th August 1986.
Address: 11 Brynamlwg Road, Clydach, Swansea, Sa6 5nb.
Contact Number: 07572799650.
Email Address: Tazdav32@gmail.com
Summery
A Teaching Assistant has two main roles, supporting children’s learning, and supporting the main class teacher. In a Primary School setting their duties include, setting up equipment and helping to prepare the classroom for lessons. Also, to tidy up afterwards and helping with classroom displays. They also have a responsibility in helping with school trips, events and outings. Teaching Assistants must have a high level of responsibility. They also require a good understanding of the curriculum to be able to implement lessons which are initiated by the teacher. Teaching Assistants also have a responsibility to learn school policies and procedures. They also have a responsibility to deal with pupils' behaviour.
Skills
· Ability to build good working relationships with both pupils and adults.
· Good organisational skills.
· Flexibility and creativity.
· Enjoy working with children.
· Good literacy and numeracy skills.
· Ability to manage groups of pupils and deal with challenging behaviour.
· Patience and a sense of humour.
· IT skills or are fluent in local languages.

Work Experience
Current 2020 - Teaching Assistant- Level 3 at Ysgol Gynraedd Gymraeg Gellionnen, Clydach, Swansea, Sa6 5he.
November 2002- May 2006- Teaching Assistant at Ysgol Gynraedd Gymraeg Tirdeunaw, Treboeth.

Education
1989-1995 Clydach Primary School.
1995-1996 Ysgol Gymraeg Brynaman.
1997-2001 Ysgol Gyfyn Dyffryn Aman.

Qualifications
G.C.S.E’s
Maths- C                 Food Technology- C             Religious Education- B
English-C                Art-C
Science-C               History-B
Welsh-A*                 Child Development- B

Qualifications in Employment
First Aid                                 Elklan                      Fire Safety
Numicon Mathematics         Gloiwu iaith             Safeguarding
Restorative Practice             Internet safety        Makaton
Tric a Chlic                            Popat                       Pie Corbett

Hobbies and interests
During my spare time I enjoy spending quality time with my husband and two children. I also enjoy reading, (fiction and non-fiction books, Magazines, etc.) I enjoy club memberships. I also find volunteer work and fundraising very enjoyable and rewarding. I have done many fundraising events for well-known charities for example “The Bristish Lung Foundation” and “Local Aid” and Ty Olwen. These charities are close to my heart as I have had many family members relating to these charities.
	Area’s for further development
	Why?
	How?
	Who/where?
	When?
	Done

	Knowledge
Play Therapy Course.
	To further understanding how to implement this in settings successfully and correctly.
	Investigate courses that specialize in Therapeutic Play Therapy.
	Swansea University MA course.
PTUK Training course.
	September 2020
	

	Knowledge
2. Referencing
	To be able to reference my work and assignments correctly
	To book into the student service in the IQ building to get extra support on referencing.

Having a session with a careers officer or lecturer to assist me with how to go about Referencing my work. 
	IQ building at Swansea University for study skills session.
Monday 2-4pm
Wednesday 12-2pm
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 12-2pm and also the link to the study skills sessions across UWTSD are found at Https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/study-skills/
	I will book in, wait for a reply and time to see someone from student services.
September 2020.
	

	2. Skills
	To complete all assignments on time and correctly. Making sure all criteria is referred to.
	Allowing enough time for all assignments to be completed and thoroughly checked before the submission date.
	Taking advice and support from lecturers and my classroom peers.
	September 2020 when my MA course begins.
	


  Personal Statement.
My name is Tara Holloway, and this is my personal statement. I have decided to go ahead and apply for this master's which was quite challenging for me, as my self-confidence was very low, and I was concerned whether I had enough knowledge and understanding to complete the course. I have recently completed my degree in Early Years Education and Care Practitioner Status. I must admit, applying for that Degree was quite challenging as again my self-confidence was quite Low, however working in a school environment I felt that I did have enough experience that would help and support me in completing this degree. However, I also understood that I would learn new facts and theories that would benefit me. By being aware of this I felt that I would learn new educational skills and new experiences which would be beneficial both for my working lifestyle but also for the work I would be completing for my degree.
Whilst completing the degree I understood a lot more of the theories of work and being able to share experiences and ideas with my classmates was very beneficial. Also, by receiving assignments which I needed to complete I became aware of managing my time more effectively to complete tasks. By working in an early year setting, I was able to relate to many factors I had been taught during my course. I am very eager to learn new things and, I am happy to try out new things regarding different topics. I believe that if I was given the opportunity and accepted onto the MA Therapeutic Play, I would take all aspects on board. I understand the importance of confidence, to have a good enthusiasm and self-esteem to prepare me effectively for all my future decisions.
My degree has enabled me to understand the importance of the National Curriculum and how it is delivered throughout the Foundation Phase. Also, it has broadened my thinking on different techniques to use both in and out of the classroom, to ensure that I give the children the best possible start in school life. During my degree, I have learnt a great amount of information that I was unaware of before. The different theorists, and their beliefs and theories on how certain subjects or life skills should be taught to children of all ages. These practices have given me a good understanding of the Primary Curriculum and of what makes effective learning. I have also been made aware that to implement the new curriculum that all staff members she be on board, and as some may be stuck in their ways that It is my job to be enthusiastic, and driven to help and support these members of staff to make it successful. My time in working in a school has developed my philosophy of valuing each child as an individual, as well as part of a community. I aim to give children as many learning opportunities and experiences as possible in order to engage, motivate and prepare them for future life. I understand that an appropriate, balanced, challenging and creative curriculum is paramount in developing children’s skills, knowledge and understanding. Knowing exactly what is expected and how they can achieve allows children to take more responsibility for their own learning.

  Reflection Account.
As I look back over the past year and a half of completing my BA in Early Years Education and Care, I have faced many challenges, I remember when I had my first assignment on Academic Skills and I was thinking to myself then that I would not be able to complete the essay. I felt I was out of practice and immediately thought I would fail. It had been a long time since I had ever needed to complete assignments and presentations and must admit that my confidence and self-esteem were very low. I constantly thought I was failing and felt that I was no good for the course. However, from the help and support from my peers and lecturers I was shown different techniques and strategies, and coping mechanisms to help with completion of my work. Also, I was informed from my lecturers in how to be better at time keeping and how to use the time effectively to complete all tasks and assignments, also how to arrange my time and make sure that I took the time to complete my work to a high standard and to complete it thoroughly. The factor that I found the most challenging was referencing as I was so out of practice of education life. Therefor to help with this I arranged for a tutorial to help me and to advise me on what to do for future assignments. This helped a great deal and it has built my confidence and helped me achieve higher marks. The lecturers for this course have been very supportive in all aspects, I feel as though because of this it has given me confidence that I am able to work in the Education system and that I am a strong and eager candidate. 
 During lectures at the start of the year I was unsure on how to take notes to the extent of they made sense so I could go back and relate to them to help with my assignments, but with perseverance and commitment I learnt that simple notes, even words helped me remember more about the lecture and what was needed in my work instead of having realms of notes that didn’t make much sense. I also realized the importance of attendance to lectures, as it was difficult to understand lectures and the assignments of what was needed when I had missed any.
 As I already work in a school setting, I was already aware of the importance of safeguarding, however from studying this degree I was made aware of so many situations, and how times have changed. I learnt that the Safeguarding of children is paramount. The UNCRC has had a big impact in the Educational system. Whilst completing the Module of “The Professional Practitioner” I learnt the importance of the rights of the child, and that the child has a right to a voice. Since knowing the importance of this I have tried hard to help implement this in my work setting, which I successfully did and made all staff aware that we should encourage the children to understand and know that even though they are children they do have a right. We were also informed the importance about Safeguarding children, and how to identify any signs of neglect or abuse. This includes
· To be alert to potential indicators of abuse or neglect;
· To be alert to the risks that individual abusers, or potential abusers, may pose to children;
· To share and help analyze information so that an assessment can be made of the child’s needs and circumstances;
· To contribute to whatever actions are needed to safeguard and promote the child/ren’s welfare;
· To take part in regularly reviewing the outcomes for the child against specific plans;
· To work cooperatively with parents, unless it is inconsistent with ensuring the child’s safety.
Throughout my time completing this BA in Early Years Education and Care, I have thoroughly enjoyed learning all the new topics. It has opened my eyes to a new way of learning and to never be afraid to try and learn new things. With the support of my family, friends, work colleagues and class colleagues, and of course the help of the lecturers, I have the confidence, understanding and knowledge to be able to implement and do my job with ease.
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