[image: ]                             Evidence Based Policing & Applications





                                                                  Name:Daniel Anghel

                                                                         ID:2224081
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The essay is based on Evidence Based Policing. The main focus of this report will be an elaboration of how body worn cameras have become increasingly popular among police officers in recent years. Body worn cameras are small cameras that can be attached to an officer's uniform to record audio and video of police interactions with the public. The study also includes criminological theories and core ideas of evidence-based policing. The strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras and purpose of their uses in evidence-based policing will be discussed here thoroughly. 
Question 1: Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence based policing.
Scientific research and data analysis are used in the practise known as "evidence-based policing" (EBP) to inform the methods and choices made by law enforcement (Sherman, 2013). The fundamental concepts of evidence based policing are rooted in the principles of evidence-based practise (EBP), which have been used in healthcare, education,n and other fields to enhance the quality of services and outcomes for customers. In order to make judgements about how to deliver services, EBP incorporates the best available research findings, practitioner knowledge, and client values and preferences. Evidence based policing is a way of making decisions that places an emphasis on using empirical data to guide police practise and policy. With EBP, decision making is shifted away from conventional, intuition-based methods and towards the use of facts and scientific study. The core ideas of EBP include the use of data, in which EBP emphasises the significance of gathering and analysing the data to pinpoint crime trends, evaluate the efficiency of policing tactics, and guide decision making (Cordner, 2020). Police can more effectively identify the underlying factors that contribute to crime and focus their efforts on the most urgent problems by using data to guide their work. Collaboration between police and researchers is also a core idea that EBP involves. According to Bullock and Tilley (2009), Close cooperation between police and researchers is required for EBP in order to identify and assess the efficacy of policing action. This partnership may result in the creation of fresh, evidence-based methods and interventions. EBP is outcome-focused, which means that police departments give priority to interventions that have been demonstrated to reduce crime and enhance community safety. With this strategy, police organisations must assess their performance using objective metrics and modify their plans and interventions as necessary. Randomised controlled trials (RCTs) are a crucial tool in evidence-based practise. RCTs entail randomly allocating people or places to various interventions and comparing results to ascertain each intervention's efficacy (Firth et al., 2017). RCTs are very helpful for assessing the efficacy of new interventions or determining how well-established interventions perform in alternative settings. Community involvement is crucial for lowering crime rates and enhancing neighborhood safety, as acknowledged by EBP (Tomkins and Bristow, 2023). Police agencies can create interventions that are specifically suited to the requirements of each community by collaborating with members to determine their priorities and areas of concern. As part of EBP, police departments look for fresh information to help guide their tactics and interventions. The police must be flexible during this process in order to modify their tactics considering fresh information. EBP is a police strategy that places a strong emphasis on using data and research from science to guide decisions. Police agencies can create interventions that are successful in lowering crime and enhancing community safety by using data to detect crime patterns, working with researchers, focusing on outcomes, using RCTs, engaging with the community, and continuously learning. The criminological theories that underpin EBP vary, but they all share the idea that crime is a complex, multifaceted social phenomenon that necessitates a thoughtful, evidence-based response (Brough, Brown and Biggs, 2015). The social disorganisation theory, which contends that crime results from social disorganisation in neighbourhoods and communities, is one criminological theory that supports the use of EBP. This idea contends that crime is more likely to occur in areas with high rates of poverty, unemployment, and residential mobility. Police departments can use EBP to locate these high crime regions and carry out focused interventions to deal with the underlying social disorganisation. Another criminological theory that supports the use of EBP is the theory of routine activities. According to the theory, crime results from the confluence of three elements: suitable targets, motivated criminals, and a lack of effective guardians (Branic, 2015). Through actions like improving community involvement and policing high-crime areas, EBP can assist police departments in identifying and addressing these variables. The broken window theory, a last criminological theory, contends that outward indications of disorder and neglect, such as broken windows and graffiti, can foster an environment that fosters criminal activity (Aiyer et al., 2015). Through community policing and environmental design methods, for example, EBP can assist police agencies in identifying and addressing these indications of disorder and neglect. Several criminological theories that stress the significance of comprehending the intricate and multifaceted character of crime justify the use of EBP. Police departments can undertake targeted interventions that address the underlying cause of crime in their communities by employing scientific research and data to inform their practises. 
Police officers wear small, portable cameras known as body worn video cameras (BWVCs) to record audio and video of their encounters with members of the public. To increase accountability, openness, and trust between police personnel and the communities they serve, evidence-based policing uses BWVCs (Jiang, Xie, and Ellis, 2021). The fact that BWVCs offer an impartial and unbiased record of police contacts with the public is one of the main advantages of employing them. In court, the video can be presented as proof to back up criminal investigations and prosecutions. Additionally, BWVC footage can be utilised to point out areas for improvement in police encounters with the public and to give officers feedback on their performances. Utilising BWVCs also has the advantage of reducing allegations of excessive force and police misbehaviour. According to studies of National Institute of Justice (2022), police officers are less likely to act aggressively or disrespectfully when they are wearing BWVCs, and the general public is more likely to comply with police. The use of BWVCs in evidence-based policing can also serve to strengthen community ties and increase public confidence in law enforcement. People are more likely to perceive the police as trustworthy and genuine when they see that officers are devoted to accountability and openness and are wearing BWVCs. BWVCs' use in evidence-based policing, however, also prompts privacy and surveillance worries. The use of BWVCs by police agencies must be governed by specific rules and regulations, including when and how footage can be recorded, who has access to the footage, and how long the footage is kept. The use of body worn video cameras in evidence-based policing can increase accountability, openness, and public trust in law enforcement (Clare et al., 2019). To make sure that these cameras are utilised in a way that respects the privacy and civil rights of members of the public, it is crucial that police agencies set clear standards and procedures for their use. Around the world, police enforcement organizations are using body-worn cameras (BWCs) more frequently. Even though using BWCs is regarded as beneficial, there are several restrictions and moral dilemmas that need to be considered. The main advantage of BWCs is their capacity to record interactions between law enforcement personnel and members of the public, both visually and audibly. This video evidence can be utilised to support criminal investigations and court cases, as well as to lessen allegations of excessive force and police misconduct. BWCc can also increase officer safety by acting as a deterrent to people in the public who might otherwise act violently or aggressively toward cops. But the possibility of abuse is one of BWC's main flaws. In order to prevent a recording of an incident, officers may manipulate the cameras, turn them off, or remove certain clips from the tape. Another weakness is the cost of implementing BWC programs, including the cost of purchasing and maintaining cameras, storing, and managing data, and training officers on proper use (Smykla et al., 2016). The usage of BWCs poses several ethical questions, such as those involving data security, privacy, and monitoring, which are brought up using BWCs. It is possible for members of the public to feel uneasy and that their privacy is being infringed while being videotaped by police personnel. Additionally, there is a chance that unauthorized parties, such as hackers or rogue law enforcement agents, could access and abuse the video material acquired by BWCs. Finally, there is a chance that BWC use could reinforce prejudices and preconceptions already present in law enforcement (Bhikarry, 2020). When meeting with members of racial or ethnic groups, for instance, officers may be more likely to turn down their cameras if they are given the option to do so. Body-worn cameras have the potential to increase transparency and public confidence in law enforcement, but there are also restrictions and moral dilemmas that need to be resolved. To ensure that the cameras are utilized in a way that respects the privacy and civil liberties of members of the public, it is crucial to develop clear policies and standards for the use of BWCs. However, the use of evidence in regards to crime topics such as domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, and antisocial behavior is crucial in developing effective strategies for preventing and responding to these issues. Domestic violence has been demonstrated that applying evidence-based policing in this setting improves victim safety, raises offender accountability, and lowers recidivism rates (Morgan et al., 2020). Law enforcement agencies can more successfully respond to domestic violence incidents and stop further occurrences by utilizing evidence-based tactics like victim-centered approaches, offender-focused treatments, and coordinated community responses (Goodmark, 2018). Street crime has been demonstrated that evidence-based policing techniques including hotspot policing, problem-oriented policing and community policing are helpful in lowering street crime. These tactics include focusing on high crime regions, identifying, and resolving underlying problems that contribute to crime and forming alliances with residents to reduce crime. There has been significant discussion surrounding the use of evidence when conducting a stop and search. Even though stop and search can be a useful technique for reducing crime and preventing it, there are worries about the possibility of racial profiling and the effect on public confidence in law enforcement. These issues can be addressed and it can be made sure that stop and search is used effectively and fairly by using evidence-based tactics like intelligence-led stop and search community involvement. Problem-oriented policing and community policing are two evidence-based policing tactics that can be used to curb antisocial behavior. Law enforcement organizations can contribute to the prevention of such incidents and foster closer bonds with the community by identifying and treating the root reasons of antisocial behavior, such as a lack of opportunity or social support (Little, 2014). In order to create successful prevention and response plans for crimes including domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, and antisocial behavior, the utilization of evidence is essential. Evidence-based policing may enhance victim outcomes, lower recidivism rates, and foster closer linkages with communities. However, it's crucial to make sure that evidence-based tactics are applied in a way that respects the rights and dignity of all parties involved and is fair and transparent.
[bookmark: _e9sldv4oxkn]Conclusion 
In conclusion, we can say that police enforcement organizations all around the world have employed body-worn cameras (BWCs) more frequently in recent years. It has been praised that the use of BWCs encourages accountability and transparency while also raising the standard of the evidence used in criminal investigations. An effective framework for using BWCs has emerged: evidence-based policing. This framework enables law enforcement organizations to make data-driven judgements and enhance their operational procedures. According to research, using BWCs can lower the number of complaints made against police officers and instances where force was used. BWCs have also been shown to shorten court proceedings and lower expenses by increasing the possibility of early guilty pleas. Additionally, BWC footage can offer insightful observations on the conduct of both law enforcement personnel and bystanders, enabling a more nuanced understanding of interactions between the two. The usage of BWCs is not without difficulties, though. Consideration must be given to privacy difficulties, data storage and management problems, and technological misuse risk. The responsible and ethical use of the technology is a responsibility of policymakers, who must also guarantee that the use of BWCs complies with applicable privacy and human rights legislation. Overall, the evidence points to the possibility of using BWCs to dramatically increase the efficiency and accountability of law enforcement organizations. But it's crucial to keep an eye on how BWCs are used and make sure that they're carried out in a way that protects civil liberties and supports the tenets of evidence-based policing.
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