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[bookmark: _Toc131698153]Introduction:
In this individual report importance of research skills and referencing is discussed in detail with the academic perspective. Research skills is concern to search for, locate, extract, organise, evaluate and use or present information which is related to a specific issue. To further explain research skills with examples it is available in report writing, data collection, analysis of information from different sources, finding information off the internet, critical thinking, planning & scheduling, interviewing and critical analysis. Referencing is giving acknowledgement of the source from where work is used in the research work. Referencing is a practice to recognise the efforts and credit of others in a structured format which includes, Author’s name, date of publication, title of publication, publisher name and location or website address if web source. 
In this report through the credible literature resources recommendations and suggested skills are discussed which students need to develop for effective and enhanced research skills.
[bookmark: _Toc131698154]Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc131698155]Importance of Research Skills and Referencing
From the academic point of view, research skills and referencing have deep importance because it is a way of gaining and spreading knowledge with giving proper credit to the sources. Research skills are critical for students in various ways. Firstly, they enable students to understand and evaluate the subject matter and identify the knowledge gaps. Through research, students can gather relevant information, analyse it critically, and develop a deeper understanding of the topic. Research skills also allow students to develop an evidence-based argument and support their claims with credible sources (Ipanaqué-Zapata et al. 2023). 
As discussed above, research skills have different types from report writing to critical thinking, these research skills are appropriate to the requirement of research. For example, doing research on a medical disease may include data collection from academic journals & web resources, analysis of gathered data, interviewing if required and final critical analysis. (Ipanaqué-Zapata et al. 2023) discussed that the development of research skills improves critical thinking, problem solving abilities of students, generate new knowledge and help them in their professional life. 
Moreover, research skills enable students to broaden their horizons beyond their immediate environment. They can explore different perspectives, opinions, and ideas on a subject from various sources. This helps them to develop a wider understanding of the subject and make informed decisions. Research skills also help students to identify patterns and trends in the information they gather and draw valid conclusions (Ipanaqué-Zapata et al. 2023).
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Referencing is a crucial aspect of academic writing. It is the process of citing the sources used in academic writing, including in-text citations and reference list. Referencing is important for several reasons. Firstly, it acknowledges the work of other authors and avoids plagiarism. Proper referencing also allows readers to locate and verify the sources used in academic writing. Moreover, referencing enhances the credibility of academic work. By citing credible sources, students can demonstrate that their work is based on reliable information and research. Referencing also enables readers to explore the subject matter further by providing a list of sources used in the writing (Swales and Feak, 2012).
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Paraphrasing is the process of rephrasing a source's ideas in your own words. It is an essential skill in academic writing, as it demonstrates the writer's ability to understand and interpret the source material. Paraphrasing also helps to avoid plagiarism by using the writer's own words to convey the source's meaning.
In-text citation is the process of citing sources within the text of academic writing. It involves including the author's name, publication date, and page number in parentheses after the relevant information in the text. In-text citation helps readers to locate the source of the information and demonstrates that the writer has done their research (Murray and Moore, 2006).
References are on the list of sources used in academic writing. They provide readers with the full details of the sources used in the writing, including the author's name, publication date, title, and publisher. References follow a specific format according to the chosen referencing style.
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Research skills and referencing are essential components of academic writing that enable students to demonstrate their knowledge and contribute to the knowledge base of their field. The ability to conduct thorough research and accurate reference sources is fundamental to academic success, as it demonstrates a student's ability to think critically, analyse information, and present accurate and reliable data (Murray and Moore, 2006).
Proper referencing is essential to avoid plagiarism, which can have severe consequences for students. By citing sources correctly, students demonstrate their academic integrity, give credit to original authors, and allow readers to access the sources used in the research. Additionally, effective referencing enables students to build on existing research and contribute to the advancement of knowledge in their field.
Developing effective research skills requires a combination of different skills, including information literacy, critical thinking, time management, and communication skills. Information literacy is the ability to locate and evaluate relevant information from a variety of sources. Critical thinking skills allow students to analyse and evaluate information critically. Time management skills enable students to manage their time effectively, ensuring they meet deadlines and complete assignments on time. Communication skills are crucial in presenting research effectively and persuasively (Hart, 2005).
In conclusion, research skills and referencing are fundamental to academic success. Proper referencing allows students to avoid plagiarism and give credit to the original authors. Developing effective research skills requires a combination of different skills, including information literacy, critical thinking, time management and communication skills. By developing these skills, students can enhance their research capabilities and achieve academic excellence.
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To develop effective and enhanced research skills, students should focus on the following recommendations:
Develop Critical Thinking Skills: Critical thinking is an essential component of effective research. Students should learn to evaluate information critically and analyse it in-depth. They should also learn to identify biases and assumptions in sources and question their validity (Hart, 2005).
Utilize Diverse Sources: Students should broaden their research scope by using a variety of sources, including academic journals, books, and credible websites. They should also consider primary sources, such as interviews and surveys, where appropriate.
Follow Referencing Guidelines: Students should follow the referencing guidelines provided by their institution. They should understand the different referencing styles and formats and use them consistently throughout their writing (University of Michigan Library, 2022).
Practice paraphrasing, and In-text Citation: Students should practice paraphrasing and in-text citation to avoid plagiarism and demonstrate their understanding of the source material. 
Seek Feedback: Students should seek feedback on their academic writing from their instructors and peers. This will help them to identify areas for improvement and enhance their research.
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