[bookmark: _Hlk501218780][bookmark: _Hlk501287490][bookmark: _Hlk501310698]Critically discuss how Philostratus’ representation of India in the Life of Apollonius of Tyana suits the purposes of his work

Philostratus otherwise known as Lucius Flavius Philostratus (c.170-c.247), was one of the leading scholars and debaters of his day. He was most likely born on the isle of Lemnus (an overseas territory of Athens)[footnoteRef:1]. We know that he was a Roman citizen, as his three-fold name indicates[footnoteRef:2]. There is little known about Philostratus, what we do know about his life can be deduced from his writings. To make things even more difficult several of his relatives appear to share his name and were successful and published authors, in their own right. Philostratus is well known for his Life of Apollonius, but is also known for other works such as Lives of Sophists, and two books on pictures[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/articles/person/philostratus/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].]  [2:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/articles/person/philostratus/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].]  [3:  Anderson, G. 1996. ‘Philostratus on Apollonius of Tyana: The Unpredictable on the Unfathomable’, in The Novel in the Ancient World, Schmeling, G. (ed.), Leiden: Brill, P615] 

[bookmark: _Hlk501226659]Philostratus’ most famous work Life of Apollonius will be the focus of this essay. Little is known about this historical figure of Apollonius of Tyana[footnoteRef:4]. He must have been born in the early first century CE, and died during or sometime after the reign of Nerva (96- 98)[footnoteRef:5]. He was the most famous philosopher in the Graeco-Roman world during the first century, and dedicated a large part of his life to the “purification of the many cults of the Empire…”[footnoteRef:6].
Apollonius appears to have been a philosopher, wonderworker, and wanderer[footnoteRef:7]. The philosopher set out on his journeys to discover the foundation of wisdom and piety with the Brahmans of India, which in turn allowed Philostratus to present his audience with two and half books dedicated to adventure, travel, and philosophy[footnoteRef:8]. Life of Apollonius appeared a century after the death of its inspiration, and is the longest known source devoted to the life of Apollonius of Tyana[footnoteRef:9]. Philostratus claims to have come by is information through the written records by Damis (a disciple of Apollonius), which were kept by the descendants of Damis’ family and in turn presented to Julia Domma (1.3), who handed them to Philostratus to turn them into a more proper literary style[footnoteRef:10]. [4:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419-420]  [5:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419-420]  [6:  Mead, G. (1990). Apollonius of Tyana. Chicago: Ares. P28]  [7:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419]  [8:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419-420]  [9:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419-420
-Livius.org. (2017). Apollonius of Tyana - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/articles/person/apollonius-of-tyana/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].]  [10:    Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P419-420] 

One of the problems while reading the VA is determining whether or not to take it as historically factual, or view it as novelistic. This is an issue in modern scholarship. Bowie presents the VA as purely ‘fictional’ and ‘novelistic’, holding the view that Philostratus intended his work to be read as an entertaining piece of literature, not to be taken seriously as a piece of historical literature[footnoteRef:11]. Whilst Anderson argues the other extreme, believing the events described in the VA to be historically accurate[footnoteRef:12]. With this view he even goes as far as to identify Damis from later Arabic sources[footnoteRef:13]. I would be inclined to believe there must be some elements of truth within the source, excluding the elements of the mystical. It is clear through his tone, that the narrator (Philostratus) presents himself as a professional writer and it is clear that his intentions are serious[footnoteRef:14]. The purpose of Philostratus’ VA was to revive the reputation of Apollonius of Tyana, while to disassociate him with all the unbelievable and magical aspects that had once been the norm for ancient authors to write about. He wanted to construct a somewhat believable India for his readers, while immersing them in an India they would expect.  [11:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P422]  [12:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P422]  [13:  Francis, J. A. 1998. ‘Truthful Fiction: New Questions to Old Answers On Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius’, American Journal of Philology 119 (3): P422]  [14:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P99] 

Indian Marvels:
Within the Life of Apollonius, there is a large number of references to zoological and geographical passages, this may highlight Philostratus’ own interest in animals[footnoteRef:15]. Book three is almost completely dedicated to Apollonius journey to and his stay with the Indian sages[footnoteRef:16]. Throughout the book not only Philostratus but also his characters show regular scepticism towards the wondrous events and stories associated with India[footnoteRef:17]. Gyselinck and Demoen state “…India episode in book three seems to show the reader how to read Indian thaumato (miracle/ wonder), and by extension, the wonders of Apollonius”[footnoteRef:18]. They also go onto to talk about how the key chapters in the third book are in the beginning and end of the book, it is stated that these chapters form a frame of scepticism around the book where the belief of the readers is the most strained[footnoteRef:19]. It is here that Apollonius transgresses the boundaries of the known world, which had been mapped out by the campaigns of Alexander, proceeding to pass from a spatium historicum to a spatium mythicum[footnoteRef:20].  [15:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P334]  [16:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus, Life of Apollonius - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/sources/about/philostratus-life-of-apollonius/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].]  [17:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P109]  [18:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P109]  [19:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P109]  [20:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P109] 

In the beginning of book three, the narrator gives its readers some vital information about India. Among other things he makes mention of an Indian thauma, a cup which has been fashioned from the horns of wild asses, he however does not mention who is source it[footnoteRef:21]. In addition to this he also mentions that Apollonius himself had seen and admired the unicorns, this in a way adds authentication to both sources and helps to strengthen both of their credibility[footnoteRef:22]. In the following dialogue Dimus asks Apollonius if he believes the story true about the immortalising cup. The answer Apollonius gives is one of scepticism[footnoteRef:23]:  [21:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110]  [22:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110]  [23:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110] 

‘Apollonius says that he saw the creature and admired its qualities, but when Damis asked him if he believed the story about the cup, he replied: “I will believe it, if I ever hear that the king of the Indians in these parts is immortal”’ (III 2)[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110] 

[bookmark: _Hlk501308821]We find a similar story at the end of book three, in which Apollonius asks Iarchas (leader of the sages) which stories about India should be believed and which ones were to be disbelieved and treats as fictional[footnoteRef:25]. In which the narrator states that the books reader would be better in neither believing or disbelieving what they read[footnoteRef:26].  [25:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110]  [26:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110] 

‘Damis also wrote up the following conversation that they had on the subject of the fabulous beasts, springs, and men of India. I should not therefore leave it out, since one might do well neither to believe nor to disbelieve all of the details’ (III 45)[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110] 

The stories that are rejected by Apollonius and Iarchas are those that were invented by Ctesias (A Greek historian who lived in the Persian court from 404 to 298/297, also wrote many books about India and Persia)[footnoteRef:28]. Even the ideas of the cup are rejected, and claims stories such as these are mythologoumena, this however makes things difficult as Apollonius has already confirmed the existence of unicorns[footnoteRef:29]. Iarchas also goes onto tell Apollonius about the existence of Griffens and the Pantarbe stone, these are once again stories that Ctesias recounted in his works[footnoteRef:30]. This passage within itself is tricky, as Philostratus is trying to separate Apollonius from the mystical and unbelievable elements of India. Whilst simultaneously admitting that some of these wonderous creatures themselves must surely have existed for Apollonius to admire them. Therefore, I must come to the decision that Philostratus is showing scepticism whilst also demonstrating a form of ignorance about India and its wonders, so therefore Ctesias’ wonders are to be believed if they are proved authentic by Apollonius.   [28:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110]  [29:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110]  [30:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P110] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Surpassing those before him:
It should not be surprising that in his writing on India, Philostratus would mention the Macedonian conqueror Alexander the Great (356 - 323 BC). Alexander managed to form the largest empire that the likes of the ancient world had ever seen. Throughout his journey of India according to Philostratus’ work, Apollonius followed the itinerary of the conqueror that had come before him and even surpasses him in more ways than one.
First we see Apollonius surpasses the great conqueror in his quest for wisdom, In many ancient accounts Alexander visited with the Brahman sages in India (Strabo 15.1.63-65, Arrian Anab 7.1.5). However, Philostratus claimed this not to be:
‘Here Apollonius interrupted and said “…but tell me about these sages: were they not once actually subject to Alexander…

“Those were the Oxydracae”, he said, “a race that has always been dependant and well equipped for war; and they assert that they deal is wisdom, though they know nothing of value. But the genuine sages live between the Hyphasis and the Ganges, in the country Alexander never assailed…”[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus, Life of Apollonius 2.31-35 - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/sources/content/philostratus-life-of-apollonius/philostratus-life-of-apollonius-2.31-35/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].
-Philostratus. Life of Apollonius. 2.33] 

Apollonius himself visited with these sages according to Philostratus. And so, in claiming that Alexander never truly reached them and in extension never gained their wisdom, Apollonius surpasses him. This is not the only thing Philostratus claims his philosopher hero surpasses the conqueror in, he also surpassed him geographically:
“And having crossed the river Hydrotes and passed several tribes, they reached the Hypasis…And they say there was also a brass column dedicated and inscribed as follows:
‘Alexander stayed his steps at this point’
The alters we may suppose to be due to Alexander who so honoured the limit of his Empire; but I fancy the Indians beyond the Hyphasis erected the column, by way of expressing their pride at Alexander’s not having gone no further.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus, Life of Apollonius 2.41-43 - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/sources/content/philostratus-life-of-apollonius/philostratus-life-of-apollonius-2.41-43/  [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].
-Philostratus. Life of Apollonius. 2.41-43] 

These two passages suggest that Philostratus believed that the search for wisdom was superior to that of the urge conquest. Apollonius surpasses Alexander because his longing for knowledge and true wisdom was superior for the need to conquer. 
Reinventing Indian History:
In earlier accounts of India such as in Megasthenes, it states that both Dionysus and Heracles were the ones to bring civilisation to India, through invasion and warfare. However, once again Philostratus is challenging this view:
“…Heracles of Egypt and Dionysus after they had overrun the Indian people with their arms… and tried to take the place by assault; but the sages, instead of taking the field against them, lay quiet and passive, as it seemed to the enemy; but as soon as the latter approached they were driven off by rockets of fire and thunderbolts which were hurled obliquely from above and fell upon their armour.”[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus, Life of Apollonius 2.31-35 - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/sources/content/philostratus-life-of-apollonius/philostratus-life-of-apollonius-2.31-35/    [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].
-Philostratus. Life of Apollonius. 2.33] 

He also goes on to claim that it was in fact an Indian leader, Ganges who brought civilization to India. Whilst Heracles and Dionysus were failed conquerors. 
“His father had flooded India, but he diverted it into the Red Sea and reconciled it with the land. In consequence the earth produced plenty… He founded sixty cities, the most esteemed in the country, and there is nobody who thinks sacking cities is more glorious than building them.”[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Livius.org. (2017). Philostratus, Life of Apollonius 2.20 - Livius. [online] Available at: http://www.livius.org/sources/content/philostratus-life-of-apollonius/philostratus-life-of-apollonius-2.31-35/      [Accessed 4 Dec. 2017].
-Philostratus. Life of Apollonius. 3.2.3] 

Once again there seems to be the belief of wisdom over conquest. Philostratus could be expressing a lack of enthusiasm for Roman Imperialism and conquering, it is better to found a city rather than sack one. Philostratus’ characterisation of Apollonius represents him as an icon of Greek culture, this view is strengthened by the implicated illusions of Alexander, Heracles and Dionysus, and Apollonius is shown to surpass or at least to be equal to them. [footnoteRef:35] As Gyselinck and Demoen state, the intertextual display of this adds extra connotation to the overall text by placing it and the history of Apollonius into such a rich literary tradition.[footnoteRef:36] [35:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P114]  [36:  Demoen, K. and Praet, D. (eds.), 2009. Theios Sophistes: Essays on Philostratus’ Vita Apollonii. Leiden: Brill. P114] 

Conclusion:
Philostratus’ intentions while writing the Life of Apollonius was to revive the reputation of his philosophical hero Apollonius of Tyana, and to distance him with the mystical elements. Doing so by assessing the zoological and geographical elements of India, while using small parts of the mythical, in order to construct a somewhat believable India for his readers. Whilst perhaps letting slip his own political views about the state of the Roman Empire in which he lived in. Doing so by immersing Apollonius in some of the rich literary and historical traditions of previous ‘greats’ who had ventured into India. 
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