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Hellenica 2.2.3 is part of a seven-book series on the history of Greece from 411 to 362 BCE.[footnoteRef:1] The extract was taken from a section surrounding the Spartan occupation of Decelea in Attica during the Peloponnesian War, the regime of The Thirty and the restoration of democracy in Athens.[footnoteRef:2] 2.2.3 specifically centres around the oncoming attack of the Spartans and the mass panic it ensues for the community. This essay focuses on the depiction of the event and its impact on the citizens of Decelea.  [1:  Howatson, 2011, The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature (3 ed.), pp.71]  [2:  Rhodes, 2010, A History of the Classical Greek World 478-232 BC, pp.190] 

Xenophon was perceived to dramatize his works and gave a biased interpretation, in that his writing was often less favourable to the Spartans. Which was ironic considering he was a dependent of them after his exile from Athens.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Rhodes, pp.190] 

A messenger ship arrives informing the Athenians of the Spartan invasion coming, immediately the people mourn for the fallen and for their fate which they fear will be akin to the suffering they inflicted building their empire. “Wailing” can be heard city wide and speaks to the utter despair felt upon what they perceive to be their impending doom. No one sleeps as a result of pure anxious tension as they recall past faults inflicted on other cities and fall to the illusion that this is some form of cosmic order coming back to punish them.[footnoteRef:4] The city of “Histiaea” (Oreus) was taken by the Greek fleet, commoners were expelled and replaced with 2000 Athenian colonists.[footnoteRef:5] “Scione” was besieged by the Greek’s, most adult males were executed and women and children were enslaved.[footnoteRef:6] If karma was indeed a defining factor, past atrocities would leave the Greeks in turmoil.  [4:  Xen. Hell. 2.2.3]  [5:  Rhodes, pp.51]  [6:  Rhodes, pp. 125] 

Diodorus’ parallel work in Siculus depicts the Athenians counter measures as immediate, they quickly prepare for the oncoming attack by reinforcing their walls and blocking their harbours. The Spartan attack arrives adjacent to Athenian preparation and the army is pitched at the city walls as the last port left open for supplies is blocked. Diodorus’ account is compressed and focuses solely on the capturing of Attica through means of  deprivation of supplies until many citizens had died.[footnoteRef:7] Xenophon’s account takes place over two days, the preparation for attack doesn’t begin until the next day after an Assembly has been called to decide action.[footnoteRef:8] With both depictions supposedly being first-hand accounts of Greek mercenaries in a failed rebellion it begs the question, why are their accounts so different?  [7:  Diod. Sic. XIII.107]  [8:  Xen. Hell. 2.2.4] 

Xenophon’s interpretation leaves the Athenians in moral panic as the attack arrives, whereas Diodorus depicts them as collected and strategic. Hellenica is clearly the more dramatic telling of events which coincides with Xenophon’s form of writing, almost creating a drama for stage. This is reinforced through his neglect of key features such as the foundation of the second Athenian League and Theban leaders Pelopidas and Epaminondas.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Rhodes, pp.190] 
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